G OF 
HOLLYWOOD 


HOTTIES, 
GETS AND 
IOVELTY DANCES 


’ STARRING 


RIHANNA 

AMY WINEHOUSE 
LIL WAYNE 
TRACY MORGAN 
JOURNEY (4ever!) 
SPOON 

BRAD PAISLEY 
NIRVANA LUNCHBOXES 
SCARLETT 
JOHANSSON 
AND © 
we 


\\ 


CLASSICSREDEFINED #10 


The Sweater Vest 
as worn by: JOHN MAYER, MUSICIAN 
price: $39.50 
GAP.COM 


© Gap 2007 
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DOPRO CK SMARS WANT 
TOVPARTY. EIKE YOU? 


SUMMER AND CUERVO, PERFECT TOGETHER. CELEBRATE THE 
| SEASON WITH SHOTS, TASTY MARGARITAS AND YOUR FAVORITE 
Wy COCKTAILS. CHECK OUT CUERVO.COM FOR RECIPES AND MORE. 


Eepecial. 


y > 4 Hecho en México. Destle 17 1195. ‘ 
" IT’S ALWAYS SUNNY AT. CUERVO. CoM 
THE WORLD'S #1 TEQUILA. Drink re espon sibly 


CLASSIC CALIFORNIA 
SINCE 1966 


KSWISS.COM 
STYLE FEATURED : KeSWISS CLASSIC 


MINUS THECEAR 


PLANET OF ICE 


NEW ALCUM IN STORES NOW 


t 
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‘PLACES LIKE: THIS’ 


CD/LP'IN STORES AUGUST. 2] 


A Polyvinyh Record 
Send $1 Or $3.stdmrip$.($2.if Gutskié the US) for Polyviny! CD sampler. (Best PO Box 7140 
_| harnpa'g 


a 
yew.polyvinylrecords. com | vrvnwarchitectureinhelsinkicom —— 


Nikki Sixx 


the sou ndtrack. 
HERG 
dare ON 


7 


and intreducing... 


SRA 


Eleven Seven 
M u : 


st CSC 


the bard. 


The soundtrack to the most addictive Rock & Roll tale since 74o Dir. 


The New Studio Album 


Features The Hit Songs 
“EVOLUTION”, “INNOCENT BYSTANDER” 
and “STARTING OVER” 


AVAILABLE EVERY WHERE- NOM 


Also available: 
Deluxe Limited Edition also available with Bonus track, DVD, and more. 


1) | (; Lf/ I 1 


Praeiatat 
www.myspace.com/korn * www.korn.com Cay] ft 9 me FEET = 


©2007 Korn Partnerships BestBuxycom 


SONG OF 
THE MONTH 


“WHATEVER 
U LIKE” 


INTERSCOPE 


The Pussycat Doll 
picks up an acoustic 
guitar and sings 
plaintively about 
coffee and rainfall. 
Just kidding! It’s got 
a beat that sounds 
like robots humping 
and a bucketload of 
do-me lyrics. 


NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH THE REAL ONE 


The pop universe can be a confusing and scary place. Fortunately, you have Blender to sort out the hottest 
people, places and things, and conveniently number them from | to 100 for you 


68 

RILO KILEY 

Child actress turned indie-rock sex 
symbol Jenny Lewis says she doesn’t 
watch porn, But that didn't stop her 
and her band from recording a whole 
album about it. 


76 

EUGENE HUTZ 

The Gogol Bordello frontman 
discusses the three M's: mustaches, 
mullets and Madonna, 


82 
BRAD PAISLEY 
‘He’s martied to the hottie from 
_ According to Jim. He's inspired by Van 
‘Halen's bawdiness. And he’s written 
the year's best pickup line (“I'd like to 
check you for ticks”). Meet country’s 
funniest star, 


Eve, finally 

‘moving on from that 

whole “expulsion 
from Paradise” 

incident, 


On the cover 
ANDY SAMBERG 


Photograph by 


JILL GREENBERG 
Styling: Mia Morgan for Bryant 
‘Bantry. Prop styling: Ethan 


Management. 
Grooming: Pascalé forArtWing. | 
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92 

EVE 

The rapper-actress tells us a bunch 
of things she thinks are hot, More 
important, she explains how to get 
her digits, 


97 

BRET MICHAELS 

Breast implants, MILFs and “the 
sound of hot fornication”—these are 
a few of the Rock of Love star's 
favorite things. 


99 

TRACY MORGAN 

Find out why the 30 Rock crazy 
man wants Oprah Winfrey to run for 
president. 


100 
TRAVIS McCOY 


The Gym Class Heroes MC on popping 
Xanax and getting busted smoking 
“New York cigarettes.” 


BRITT DANIEL 

The Spoon frontman reveals his 
crush on Ally Sheedy and his baby- 
shampoo-abusing past. 


114 

ANDY SAMBERG 

Step |: Cut a hole in a box. 

Step 2: Put your junk in that box. 
Step 3: Become the funniest dude 
in comedy, 


TUNE [Ni 


He sure tp listen ul 


HE & 
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NICOLAS MOORE 


HOT REPORT SIGN: MASSIMO GAMMACURTA. COVER: LADYBIRD JOHNSON (SPINE): CAMERA PRESS/RETNA; RILO KILEY: RANDALL SLAVIN. 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE: ABBOT GENSER; WINEHOUSE: JEFF PACHOUD/AFP/GETTY IMAGES. 


10 PRINCE 
“GUITAR” co.umaia 
“| love my guitar!” wails the 
Purple One on this wank- 
heavy shredder that's not at 


all a metaphor for his penis. 


{1 JAMIE T 
“SHEILA” pacemaker 
From a 22-year-old Cockney 
geezer, spry, sunny rhymes 
about London kids drinking 
themselves to death. 


12 ST. VINCENT 


“PARIS IS BURNING” 
BEGGARS BANQUET 


Gossamer-voiced Annie 
Clark tackles love during 
wartime with this spooky 
indie-cabaret waltz. 


13 50 CENT FEAT. JUSTIN 
TIMBERLAKE 
“SHE WANTS IT” interscope 
Mr. Four Bits trades verses 
with JT about being horny 
and tired of Internet porn. 


14 YEAH YEAH YEAHS 
“DOWN BOY” press up/ 
FICTION 
From the trio's new EP, Is Is, 
comes this moody, previously 
unrecorded live favorite. 


5 EVE 
“TAMBOURINE” cerren 


The Gwen-adored rap- 

per returns with a Swizz 
Beatz-produced banger that 
aims to do for the tambou- 
rine what Will Ferrell did for 
the cowbell. 


16 AMERIE — 
“GOTTA WORK” covumaia 


The R&B sass bomb's 
optimistic jam about keep- 
ing her head up and (in the 
video) her legs well oiled. 


(7 ALY & AJ 
“POTENTIAL BREAKUP 
SONG" nottywooo 


Disney-bred sister act un- 
corks a fizzy splitsville jam 
with a universal rallying cry: 
“| want my stuff back!” 


18 KT TUNSTALL 
“HOLD ON” vircin 
The “Black Horse and the 
Cherry Tree” chick busts 
out her Scottish pipes for 
another upbeat strummer. 


{9 TIMBALAND FEAT, ONE 
REPUBLIC, LIL WAYNE 
AND BUNB 
“APOLOGIZE” (REMIX) 
INTERSCOPE 
Aso-so Shock Value ballad 
gets a sped-up, brilliant- 
rapper-ified redux. 


20 THE TEENAGERS 
“HOMECOMING” merok 
A love song featuring 
incestuous cousins, virgin 
cheerleaders, the f-word 
and the c-word. 


SPINTHESE © 


4 


| MLA. 
KALA wrerscope 


Blender’s favorite Sri Lanka-born, British- 
based MC is back, chirping about avian flu 
and giggling about robbing you over brain- 
rearranging beats. 


2 RILO KILEY 
UNDER THE BLACKLIGHT waanen anos. 


In which Jenny Lewis recasts herself as 

a disco queen (“Breakin’ Up”) and a rawk 
animal (“The Moneymaker”) while remaining 
indie-rock crush No. |. 


3 VARIOUS ARTISTS 
KURT COBAIN: ABOUT A SON 
BARSUK 
From a new Kurt doc, a soundtrack full of 
songs the Nirvana frontman revered—from 
the Melvins to Bowie to R.E.M.—plus rare 
interview footage. 


4 BRICK&LACE 
LOVE IS WICKED kon tiveveo enr/cerreN 
Two Kingston, Jamaica, sisters deliver the 
pop-dancehall debut of the year. Pon di 
sexy twins! 


SSS 08686868 0808080808080 


5 FOO FIGHTERS 
THE COLOUR AND THE SHAPE tesacvinca 
Ten years after its release, Dave Grohl's finest 
Foo moment—detailing the implosion of his 
marriage—gets the swanky reissue treatment. 


WATCH THESE 


MOVIE 
ACROSS THE UNIVERSE 


This big-screen musical boasts numerous 
Beatles tunes, as sung by a beautiful young cast 
(foremost among them Evan Rachel Wood), and 
some eye-popping, Broadway-style set pieces. 
The downside: Bono's cringe-inducing cameo as a 
psychedelic guru. Out September 28. 


TV 
2007 MTV VIDEO MUSIC AWARDS 


MTV’s video rotation is down to approximately 1.4 
clips a week, but that won't stop them from paying 
tribute to the past year’s best offerings. The 2007 
ceremony broadcasts live from the Palms casino 
resort in Sin City on September 9. If there’s any 
justice, “Dick in a Box” takes it in a landslide. 


DVD 
THIS IS ELVIS 


A comprehensive 1981 hagiography that tells the 
King’s story with priceless archival performance 
footage—from his orgasmic early days to his 
rotund, rhinestoned final years. 


ONLINE 
LEGION OF ROCK STARS 


What a fantastic idea: Musician dorks put on 
headphones and play and sing along with classic 
pop and rock hits—then the results are synced 
with the songs’ official videos. Journey's “Anyway 
You Want It,” in particular, hits a certain karaoke-y 
perfection. Search: “Legion of rock stars” 


Clark and 
Michael: No, 
we will not 


Madden;This 
is gonna hurt. \8 


AUSTIN CITY 
LIMITS MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


For three days (September 
14-16), 130 bands will de- 
scend on the weirdest city 
in Texas for this yearly alt- 
themed hoedown. Among 
the flock? Amy Winehouse, 
Bob Dylan, the White 
Stripes, Arcade Fire, Bjork, 
M.I.A. and the Killers, 
D-d-d-damn! 


BUMBERSHOOT 


If a hipster clusterfuck 
isn’t quite your speed, this 
Seattle fest (September 
|-3) is genre-agnostic par 

~ excellence: There’s emo- 
hop (Gym Class Heroes), 
neo-soul (Joss Stone), 

' dancehall (Sean Paul), hip- 
~ hop (Wu-Tang Clan) and, 
OK, some hipster stuff (the 
Shins, Kings of Leon). 


+ Amy 

, Winehouse; 
“Yep, this is my 
| only shirt.” 

’ 


- 


(SASS 


available power sunroof | 100.000 mile/5-year Powertrain Limi 


chevy hhr 30 MPG hwy. (EPA est) up to 450-mile range | iPod® jack 


merical ©1987 WB Music 


BAL 


KENNETH COLE 


KENNETH COLE 


Wo; ONSEN ejouOHOeaL MMM 


Regulars 


BLENDER BIBLE 
LETTERS 
BURNER 


James Blunt sells his sister on eBay, Kate Moss 
dumps Pete Doherty and Fergie talks to an 
imaginary man. 


WHO DOES AKON THINK HE IS? 


The rapper and former car thief on hurling a 
fan from the stage and the truth 
about those polygamy rumors. 


[48 


“WOMEN ARE 
MY ONLY 
ADDICTION.” 


AKON 
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Insider 
THE WORST JOBS IN ROCK & ROLL 


Think your job blows? Meet the poor folks 
who represent Pete Doherty in court, manage 
Guns N’ Roses on tour, style Britney’s ever- 
changing hair and take the fall for Paris 
Hilton’s misdeeds. 


DEAR SUPERSTAR: NIKKI SIXX 

The Motley Crile bassist on mother-daughter 
threesomes (easy), his gung-ho embrace of 
heroin (stupid) and a postshow 
Cialis mishap (painful) 


THE GREATEST SONGS 
EVER: “YOU SHOOK ME 
ALL NIGHT LONG” 


After losing their lead singer, 
Aussie hard rockers AC/DC came 
roaring back with a hit that 
compared women to automobiles. 


ASK BLENDER 


and the Bjork/Madonna “beef” 


Why R. Kelly isn’t behind bars yet 


ARTIST INDEX 


Where to find your favorite performers in 
this month’s Blender 


ONTENTS 09.07 


The Guide 


NEW RELEASES 
M.LA., Rilo Kiley, the New Pornographers, 
Prince and more 


REISSUES 
Pink Floyd, Foo Fighters, Laurie Anderson, 
Prefab Sprout and more 


BACK CATALOGUE: THE CLASH 

From their explosive debut to their MTV 
breakthrough album and beyond, a complete 
survey of The Only Band That Mattered 


LIVE 


Live Earth 


MOVIES 
The Kingdom, The Brothers Solomon, The Nines 
and more 


GAMES 
BioShock, Madden NFL 08, Enemy Territory: 
Quake Wars and more 


MLA. 10, 90, 123 


10, 68, 130 


RILO KILEY 
SIXX, NIKKI (SLEPT WITH YOUR GRANDMOTHER 
FOR $10,000) 54 


WA (MAKES A LOT OF SONGS ABOUT 

KITTENS, WE THINK) 44, \I3 
WEST, KANYE 107 
WHITE STRIPES, THE 3 


‘SIXX: RAINER HOSCH; BLACK LIPS: JASON NOCITO; MINTZ: XI7ONLINE.COM: CLASH: PENNIE SMITH; KEYS: RAHAV SEGEV; AKON: MARIUS BUGGE 


HARD DRIVE 


SHELF FULL 


OF VINYL FULL OF 


DOWNLOADS 


SOME PERFECTION IS DEBATABLE. 


SOME IS NOT. 


Made by hand from 100% blue agave. 
The world’s #1 ultra-premium tequila. 


SIMPLY PERFECT. 


simplyperfect.com 


a HECHO EN MEXICO 
SOLE “SOLE PORTER: 
THE? IS COMPANY. 


© 2007 The Patron Spirits Company, Las Vegas, NV. 40% Aic/Vol. 
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Music Editor Rob Tannenbaum 
Senior Editors Victoria De Silverio, 
Josh Eells, Jonah Weiner : 
Associate Editor Mark Yarm / ‘PHOTO. 
Editor at Large Adam Higginbotham : Photo Director Amy Hoppy 
Senior Critic Jon Dolan : Deputy Photo Editor Chris Ehrmann 
Editorial Assistant Jon Coplon : Associate Photo Editor Rory Walsh 


Whether My Copy Chief Robin Aigner 
you drive Production Manager Dylan Boelte 


Research Editor Darren Ratner 
a showpiece rod or a junkyard Copy Editors Jane Lerner, Peter Lucas, Virginia Shannon 
jewel, this high-occtane 


Research Associates Pearl Ashcraft, Alex Basek, Robin Monheit 
driving mix will have you 


ONLINE 
Senior Editor Mike Errico 
cruising the open road like Staff Writer Ryan Dombal 
never before. Buckle up for 
the soundtrack of your ride! 
Consider yourself warned! 


Chris Buck, Kenneth Cappello, Nick Catucci, Andy Greenwald, Michael Joseph Gross, Will Hermes, Mare Hom, 
Hua Hsu, Matt Jones, Danielle Levitt, Ture Lillegraven, Dorian Lynskey, Sheryl Niclds, Jason Nocito, Chris Norris, 
Perou, Simon Reynolds, Terry Richardson, Jeff Riedel, Jody Rosen, Martin Schoeller, Karen Schoemer, Peggy Sirota, RJ Smith, 


2 LIVE CREW 
Coolin' 


BLOC PARTY 


Ever Fallen In Love 


THE HIVES 
Main Offender 


THE OFFSPRING 
A Thousand Days 


WHITE STRIPES 
Fell In Love With a Girl 


THE RACONTEURS 
Steady as She Goes 


JIMI HENDRIX 
Purple Haze 


Download this 
mix at 
eMusic.com/speed 
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BIKES. CARS. GIRLS. SPEED. 


CAN YOU HANDLE IT? 


WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 


SJUPERBIKES! 8£/9P 


Get inside the stuntbike lifestyle. 


THURSDAY NIGHTS 


[JINKS ALL OUT 8&/9P 


Hundreds of cars, thousands of fans, $10,000 in cash. 


LYOP!I TUNERVISION 10&/11P 


Bikini babes, cars, drifting, racing, live music and more. 


CG) | ‘| SPEEDtv.com/handleit 


You've got 


MAI 


BECAUSE SHARING IS CARING... 


Kelly vs. The Man 


I fully supported Kelly Clarkson in her valiant 
fight against the Man to release the album that 
she wanted to put out (“Kelly Clarkson and the 
Bubblegum Machine,” August). But now that 
I've actually heard My December, I gotta say, 
if you're going to put your career on the line, 
don’t do it for an album that sounds like Eva- 
nescence Lite. 


Ken Melmont, Metairie, LA 


Can | Have a Kiss? 


So, a huge star like Kelly Clarkson has only 
made out with a total of five guys, in part 
because of her fear of contracting “mouth her- 
pes”? Well, Kelly, I’d like to make myself avail- 
able to you for some serious tonsil-hockey 
action—I’ve been told that I’m a great kisser, 
plus I'm 100 percent cold-sore free. 

Peter R., Albuquerque, NM 

Akindly bit of advice: We surveyed some actual 
women, and the phrase “serious tonsil-hockey 
action” doesn’t do much for them. It’s a Mars/ 
Venus thing, apparently. 


Meat Is Murder 
I just finished reading your Q&A with Miran- 
da Lambert (“I Have Crazy Thoughts,” August) 
and, man, am I pissed off! As a card-carrying 
PETA member, I can’t help but get upset when 
I read blithe, ignorant statements like, “If God 
didn’t want us to eat animals, he wouldn't have 


made them out of meat.” And her pride over 
having killed a deer with a bow and arrow? 
Utterly barbaric! We're not living in the Stone 
Age anymore, Miranda. 


VeganPowe Seattle 


Cuts Like a Knife 


I'm a kinky guy who’s into knife play—noth- 
ing gets me hotter than a beautiful woman 


If Pop Stars Were Dogs... 


Send us a photo and tell us which music celebrity your pooch 
resembles. If we print it, you'll win the awesome iMep mobile 


multimedia entertainment player. 


JIM MORRISON jue 


THE POP STAR 


RUMBA 


THE DOG 


18 “And your silver cross, and your voice like chimes/Oh, who among them do they think could bury you?” 


wielding a blade. So naturally, I went out of my 
mind when I saw your photo of Miranda Lam- 
bert holding a hunter’s knife! It was the sexi- 
est thing I’ve seen since those photos of Lindsay 
Lohan and Vanessa Minnillo holding knives to 
each other's throats hit the Internet. Thank 
you, Blender, for providing me with such rich 
fantasy fodder! 


TheEdge112, Genoa, NY 
Um, you're welcome... Gulp. 


Stone Temple Plea 

Velvet Revolver are great and all, but like many 
Scott Weiland fans, I’m holding out for a Stone 
Temple Pilots reunion. That’s why I was so 
heartened to read your interview with Weiland 
(“Dear Superstar,” August), in which he says 
he’s not ruling out STP getting back together. 
I'dsell my firstborn son to hear STP play “Inter- 
state Love Song” live one more time. I beg of 
you, Weiland, make this happen! 

Andrew F., New Brunswick, N¥ 

No doubt your son's sense of self-worth will be 


bolstered by the fact that you value the perfor- 
mance of a 90s grunge song over his life. 


Subliminal Message 


I enjoyed reading about the “100 Days That 
Changed Music” (July), but where were the 
late Brad Nowell and his band Sublime? How 
can the Justin/Britney split be the 13th most 
important day that changed music while >> 


CLARKSON: MARTIN SCHOELLER; MORRISON: JOEL BRODSKY/CORBIS. 
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EXTERNAL MUSIC CONTROLS. EXPANDABLE MEMORY. STEREO BLUETOOTH: SHARPER THAN EVER. 


( terters ) 


‘Superfan 


BRINGING OUT THE STALKER IN YOU SINCE 2001 


yan Adams 
scored style 
points in the air 
hoagie-eating 
competition. 


\y 


Sublime—a band that changed the way music Matthew’ Almitage.nd and Nicole Barrett 
sounded—isn’t mentioned at all? How about 
July 30, 1996, the day their self-titled album 
was released? 


C¥ Portolese, Sandy Hook, CT 


Against:Us! 

As a longtime punk, I’ve never had any interest 
in mainstream rags like Blender. But after hear- 
ing about your feature on Against Me! (“Rage 
Inside the Machine,’ August), I went to my 
nearest chain bookstore and shoplifted a copy. 
I wanted to read for myself how this once-great 
band rationalizes selling out. They can slogan- 
eer as much as they want, butthey’re just major- 
label teat-suckers, like everyone else in your 
shitty magazine. 

Sham696969, Lexington, KY 

Oh, admit it—you were secretly enthralled by our 
“In the Studio” report on the new Alicia Keys album. 


Grimm Subject Matter 

Um, why exactly is Ryan Adams (“Useful Tips,” 
August) dressed up like Little Red Riding Hood 
in the photo accompanying his advice on buy- 
ing comics? 


enna Thompson, Gaithersburg, MD 


Gym Bodies 

Looking at Gym Class Heroes (“Useful Tips,” 
July), I realized that unlike some other newly 
popular bands (e.g., Hinder), they all look like 
they could get laid on their own, without having 
to pull the band card. Kudos to them! 

Gretchen Tracy, Durango, CO 

We wishwe could pull the band card to get laid! 
Luckily, the corporate card works fine. Just don’t 
tell the folks in accounting. Have a shot of yourself invading a pop star’s 
personal space? 

Send it our way; if we print it, you'll get the Virgin 
Mobile MARBL cell phone. For more info, go to 
www.virginmobileusa.com. 


and Ron Cianciaruso and Teurth Tran 


Blender readers: We want to hear from you! SEND ENTRIES TO: 

So write in and tell us how you really feel. superfan@blender.com, 

or Superfan at Blender, 

1040 Sixth Avenue, [5th Floor, 
New York, NY IOOI8. 


Send all correspondence to: 
your2cents@blender.com, or Blender, 1040 
Sixth Avenue, [5th Floor, New York, NY |OOI8. 


20 “oh, make mea red cape/I wanna be Superman.” 


ADAMS; PHILLIP TOLEDANO. 


What’s the difference 
between Fusion Power and MACH3? 


Eight years of shaving innovation. 


5 Blade Shaving Surface’~ 
for the most comfortable shave ever 


Enhanced Indicator® Lubrastrip= PowerGlide™ Blades- 
contains aloe, vitamin E & natural oils with less irritation and more comfort 


Precision 
Trimmer- 
for those 
tricky places 


Comfort Guard- 
sets up your 
beard for the 
world’s best shave 


While you've spent the past 

' eight years enjoying the best 
shave you ever had, Gillette 
has found ways to make 
Fusion Power even better. 


On-Off Switch- 
with automatic 
shutoff—water tight 
and shower safe 


On-Board 
Microchip- 
optimizes 
power 
performance 


A ROB ZOMBIE FILM 
ORIGINAL MOTION: PIGEVURE SOUNDERACK 
Ne ee 


THE OFFICIAL SOUNDTRACK TO THE FILM 
3 NEW TRACKS INCLUDING A NEW RECORDING 


OF THE CLASSIC “HALLOWEEN THEME” 
AND FEATURING ROCK GREATS 


KISS /ALICE COOPER /THE MISFITS / IGGY POP 
NAZARETH /BLUE OYSTER CULT /BTO)/ RUSH AND WORE! 


re ls oh eel Cains 
Be Fer oe yt Te 
8 ; PSS ea 


SOUNDTRACK IN STORES NOW 


eae] UM (BEST Re a a 
EXPLICIT CONTENT tare wed WITH PURCHASE OF THIS CD 


ore abget parental advisery program, go to www. 
WWW.ROBZOMBIE.CO IM WWW.HALLOWEEN-THEMOVIE.COM 
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Py | # JIM HENDRY 
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Peele | . 
Across Down 
1. Jimi covered one of his songs 1. She released her recording of “Voodoo Chile” i 
3. Live mid-song SNL switch ala Jimi on BBC 2. Woodstock venue owner : 
5. Jimi’s was “Bold as Love” 4. Francis Key 
6. Color of Jimi’s house? 6. Blues staple of many Jimi performances 
7. Sorcery 8. Joss 
9. Isle of festival was one of Jimi’s final shows 9. Earth and Fire 
12. Three squared 10. Excuse me, Joseph? 
14. First track on “Axis: Bold as Love” 11. Seattle radio station 
16. The square root of 36 13. As if with stars 
18. “Excuse me while | kiss the sky” 15. Color for Haze or Rain? 
21. Lulu was Jimi’s host here 17. Uncontrollable C } 
23. Less dense than fog 19. Paul Allen’s Jimi-inspired museum, initially 
24. Either Voodoo or Highway 20. Mythological effect? , 
25. “And the gods__ ss” 22. “Let me stand next to your__——” 
S UM* a DOWNLOAD ON 
eee amen OE ANSI lfisok a erevew @ iTunes 
© 2007 Unhersal Music Enterprises, a Division of UMG Recordings, Inc. OF THE UPCOMING LIVE AT MONTEREY DVD RELEASE. f 
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW . AND PLENTY YOU DON’T! 


Asurprisingly still-alive 
hits the comeback trail 


In mid-July, three days after turning 43, 
Courtney Love played a surprise 90-minute set 
at the Hiro Ballroom in New York, road-testing 
material from her forthcoming solo album and 
performing old favorites, if begrudgingly. “I 
don’t want to play this song,” she complained 
before launching into her 1994: Hole classic 
“Miss World.” At one point, the gaunt-looking 
singer took a gulp from a protein drink, joking 
that she “had to take carejofimy cating disorder” 
The scemingly sober Love, who was backed by 

a band of young English musicians, made one 
costume change, donning the pictured outfit, 
which she called a “onesic? Mark Yarm 


Courtney Love 
lobbies for the 
inclusion of 
“trashy unitards” 
in Blenders 
“Hot Report.” 


Blender.com 25 
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BURNER 


PETE DOHERTY * AVRIL LAVIGNE 


SHELLSHOCK 


Pete Doherty gets dumped by Kate 
Moss, moves into trailer park 


If these two can’t make it work, who 
‘an? Supermodel Kate Moss, 33, broke 
up (again) with Babyshambles front- 
man Pete Doherty, 28, in early July 
after he reportedly cheated on her with 
a nonsupermodel. The alleged other 
woman is Lindi Hingston, a 29-year- 
old South African who counts Jared 
Leto and Axl Rose as past conquests. 
Moss changed the locks to her North 
London home and hired movers to 
cart off Doherty’s belongings, whi 
included guitars, portraits of Moss 
drawn in his blood and a collection of 


NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


Sources say 


took a beating 

at the hands of 

a prostitute who 
worked for her ex- 
boyfriend. Police 
arrested Roshawn 
Anthony, who was 
summoned by 
Brown's ex shortly 
after Foxy dumped 
him. Anthony and 
her crew allegedly 
robbed the rapper 
of a Louis Vuitton 
purse, credit 
cards, $500 in 
cash, a hearing 
aid and chunks of 
her weave, Brown 
later denied the 
incident. 


An autopsy of 
Tony Thompson, 


vintage luggage pieces. Doherty, mean- are ae 

while, moved into a caravan campsite. showed the 

That same week, in court, he pleaded singer.died from 
inhaling toxic 


guilty to possession of crack cocaine, 
heroin, cannabis and ketamine, and to 
two driving offenses. A court date in 
August will determine whether or not 
he goes to jail. Mark Yurm 


levels of Freon. 
The report stated 
that Thompson 
had a history of 
huffing Freon. 

In addition, 
Thompson's blood 
contained a small 
amount of metha- 


k done. 


Pete Doherty, 
Pi). back-alley 


). taxidermist, 


COMPLICATED! ... 


fronts, Blender takes a beef inventory David Peisner 


’s songwriting bona fides under attack from multiple 


The issue Lavigne's role on her 2002 
debut, Let Go, helmed by production- 
songwriting team the Matrix 


The complaint “Avril would come in and 
sing a few melodies, change a word 
here or there,” said the Matrix’s Lauren 
Christy. In ‘Complicated,’ instead of 
‘Take off your stupid clothes,’ she 
wanted it to say ‘preppy clothes,” 


The response “None of those songs 
aren't from me,” Lavigne said. 


The result Excommunication. “I'm the 
biggest thing that ever happened to 
them,” Lavigne said. “So they basically 
fucked themselves over.” 


The issue The exact nature of 
Lavigne's work with the fellow 
Canadian chanteuse 


The complaint “Avril doesn’t sit and 
write songs by herself,” Kreviazuk 
said. “She'll also cross the ethical line. 
| sent her a song two years ago called 
‘Contagious,’ and there's a song called 
‘Contagious’ on [her new album].” 


The response “Our songs have differ- 
ent lyrics and melody,” said Lavigne, 
adding she no longer works with her 
because they “had no hits together.” 


The result Lavigne threatened to sue 
for defamation; Kreviazuk apologized. 


The issue The striking similarity 
between Lavigne’s 2007 tune “I Don't 
Have to Try” and Peaches’ 2003 song 
“I'm the Kinda,” which Lavigne had 
cited in In Style magazine as a per- 
sonal favorite 


The complaint “The first 20 seconds of 
Avril’s song are a carbon copy,” wrote 
blogger Perez Hilton, the first to pub- 
licly take issue. 

The response “Utter rubbish,” said 
Lavigne's manager, Terry McBride. “I'm 
quite sure the beats are different.” 


The result Neither Peaches nor 
Lavigne would comment. 


The issue A lawsuit filed by power-pop 
outfit the Rubinoos claims the “lyric, 
meter, rhythm” of Lavigne’s 2007 hit 
“Girlfriend” is “identical” to their 1979 
song “I Want to Be Your Boyfriend.” 


The complaint “We are not so naive 
to chalk it up to some sort of cosmic 
coincidence,” said guitarist Tommy 
Dunbar. 


The response “I had never heard their 
song,” Lavigne said. “Their claim is 
based on five words ... As humans we 
speak one language.” 


The result A court date to settle the 
matter is set for August 28. 


28 “Peekaboo! I can see you and I know what you do/So put your hands on your face and cover up your eyes.” 


DOHERTY: BAUER-GRIFFIN; LAVIGNE: FERNANDO ALLENDE/NY POST/SPLASH NEWS; THE MATRIX: KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES: KREVIAZUK: JEFF VESPA/WIREIMAGE; PEACHES: 


GREG ALLEN/REX USA; RUBINOOS: GLENN A. BAKER ARCHIVES/REOFERNS/RETNA. 
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Lily Allen 
does her best 
“ol’ oak tree” 
impression, 


Birthdate 
Current age 


Death calculator starts at age 


CATEGORY YEARS ADDED/SUBTRACTED 


Welsh parent: 


High school dropout at age [5 (-1), but 
trained to become a florist (+1) 0 


Early success: Pressed 500 copies of 
her song “LDN,” posted it on MySpace 
and sold out in 36 hours +! 


Trash talk: Slams and starts fights with 
record-industry reps and fellow musicians 
(on Amy Winehouse: “I don’t think it’s her 
real voice”; on Paris Hilton: “hideously 
untalented”) -3 


Self-esteem issues: Discussed possibility 
of gastric-bypass surgery. “People say 

I'm a complete bitch, and I’m not—I'm 

just really insecure.” -2 


Violent streak: Allegedly lashed out at a 
photographer in London and was arrested 
for assault -2 


Polarizing persona: “I’ve got five phones 
because of all the hate calls.” -2 


Alcohol abuse: Habitually drinks while 
performing (“I get really aggressive 

when I'm drunk”; “I’m a worse drunk than 
Winehouse”) -5 


Estimated life expectancy 


Projected year of death 


Gerontologist Dr. David J. Demko: “Allen had 

a quick burst of fame and now she needs to 
take a rejuvenating hiatus in the countryside to 
allow her artistry to mature gradually.” 


NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


Sources say the 
buzz surrounding 
's 
new movie, 
Blonde Ambition, 
is not good. 
Dad-manager 
Joe Simpson has 
reportedly pushed 
back the release 
date. “Jessica was 
not very focused 
on set and flubbed 
her lines often,” 
a source said. 
“She always had 
her dog around, 
was on the phone 
with boyfriend 
John Mayer or 
was sitting ina 
warmed-up SUV.” 


covets the gay life- 
style, if only for the 
chance to maintain 
a wandering eye. 
The singer says 
his gay stylist has 
an open relation- 
ship. “When | saw 
George Michael, 
he said the same 
thing,” Iglesias 
said. “I'm going to 
have to have a talk 
with my girl!" 


and are 
among the plain- 
tiffs suing 's 
New York night- 
club 40/40 for 
allegedly break- 
ing copyright- 
infringement laws. 
Jackson's “Billie 
Jean” and “Don't 
Stop” and Kelly’s 
“Thoia Thoing” 
are among the 
songs they claim 
the club has spun 
without paying 
licensing fees. 


Pearlman joins 
the Jailhouse 
Shower Boys. 


'N DICTED! 


Former boy-band manager gets busted 
for bank fraud while on the lam in Indonesia 


Music mogul Lou Pearlman, who created Backstreet Boys and 
’N Sync in the 1990s, has been charged with fraudulently secur- 
ing nearly $20 million in loans from an Evansville, Indiana, 
bank using documents from a fake accounting firm. In total, he 
stands accused of scheming to defraud federally insured banks 
out of more than $100 million since 2001. Several civil suits 
claim he swindled 1,800 investors—including cousins, child- 
hood friends and the elderly—out of $317 million in a pyramid 
scheme. After five months in hiding, authorities tracked down 
Pearlman, 53, in June at a resort in Bali, Indonesia, after a 
German tourist recognized the portly businessman. Pearlman, 
whose ventures include airplane charters and model scouting, 
was staying at the hotel under the none-too-suspicious name 
“A. Incognito Johnson.” Mari: Yarm 
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What was the summer’s worst trend? 


SURVEY SAYS: 


50% 


READER WISDOM 


“THOSE GLASSES 
MAKE PEOPLE 
LOOK LIKE BUGS!” 


KINYA SHELLEY, O'FALLEN, IL 


Log on to Blender.com for the 
next Burning Question. One 
deserving reader will have 
his/her thought-provoking 
comment published in the 
magazine and win an XM 
Xpress satellite receiver. 
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QUICKIE REHAB 
STINTS 


HUGE GRANNY 
SUNGLASSES 
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30 “Twent to see my brother, gonna ask him for a loan, ‘cause I was busted/I hate to beg like a dog for a bone, but I'm busted.” 


UBER/ORLANDO SENTINEL/NEWSCOM; PEARLMAN INSET PHOTO: MASAKO WATANABE/PACIFIC DAILY NEWS/AP PHOTO; LOHAN: STEVE 


ALLEN: STEVE FINN/CAPITAL PICTURES/RETNA; PEARLMAN: RED HI 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Here’s your chance to see a band 
break big. Watch Madina Lake’s new 
single, “Here I Stand,” performed in 
front of a live audience at Chicago's 
Double Door, and check out exclusive 
video of the band taken in the green 
room before the show at 
WWW.GARNIER.COM/ROCKYOURSTYLE. 
Their album, From Them, Through Us, 
To You is in stores now on Roadrunner 
Records. So go online to watch Madina 
Lake now, and be sure to check out 
future performances by emerging acts 
on the rise as part of Garnier Fructis’ 
Rock Your Style series. 


The excitement wasn't only 

on stage! Garnier Fructis 
offered hair styling sessions to 
create the hottest rock-star 
looks throughout the night! 


Garnier Fructis Rock Your Style brings you a unique and exciting music experience, introducing 
you to up-and-coming acts — so you can be the first to hear the hottest new music! 


BURNER 


LILJON % FERGIE 


WHAT : if Ht = Webster’s recognizes crunk as a word 


Good news for any student wishing to use crunk in the school paper: The word has been 
officially added to Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. It will be listed as a noun, even 
though it often functions as an adjective in hip-hop (c.f. “Crunk Juice”). 

Crunk’s exact provenance is in dispute, but Lil Jon and the East Side Boyz circa 2003 
popularized the term, which combines crazy and drunk. “It’s amazing that the word has 
become that popular,” Lil Jon said. “We live to get crunk in the South, and I guess Webster's 
dictionary recognized that.” jonch teine: 


Lil Jon 
celebrates his 
victory in the 
Pimp Olympics. 


NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


canceled a show 
in Liverpool at 
the last minute 
due to exhaus- 
tion. However, 
photos emerged 
of Winehouse 
and her husband 
allegedly drink- 
ing in a London 
bar the night of 
the concert. U.K. 
bookies are now 
accepting bets 
on whether or not 
she will appear for 
future gigs. 


vowed to 
no longer imper- 
sonate “an ATM" 
after he admitted 
to handing out 
$8.5 million to 
rappers and their 
entourages on his 
most recent tour. 
“| broke it down,” 
he said. “I told 
them | wouldn't 
be assisting 
them financially 
anymore.” 


In a recent interview, Fergie recalled that, One night she hallucinated that a man For eight hours, she chatted with him. “I 
in the 90s, when her band Wild Orchid was was hiding in her clothes hamper. Rather than remember thinking he was going to come and 
struggling, she started smoking crystal meth, a call the police, she took matters into her own get me,” she said. Soon after, she decided to 
habit that would cost her $100,000. hands and confronted the phantom intruder. quit both the band and crystal meth. 


32 ‘1m howling, baby/I know the producer/He's got lots of tricks/He is the starmaker.” 


UL JON: BRIAN APPIO/VISTALUX; FERGIE: SPLASH NEWS; FERGIE ILLUSTRATION: GUSTAF VON ARBIN/ART DEPARTMENT. 
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trojanevolve.com 


The compact, sleek and remarkably powerful iGroove™ SXT from Klipsch. Fits into any room. 
Makes every playlist larger than life. For more, visit klipsch.com. 


THE ULTIMATE SOUND EXPERIENCE™ 


ALMOST FAMOUS 


Black Lips 


A wanderlusty garage band from Atlanta ever so gently evolve 
from peeing into their own mouths 


(By DAVID PEISNER Photograph by JASON NociTO ) 


Black Lips probably wouldn't be anyone's 
first choice as cultural envoys to the 
Middle East, but that didn’t stop the riot- 
ous Atlanta garage rockers from visiting 
Israel and Palestine last summer. “We 
played on the streets of Bethlehem in 
front ofa mosque, says drummer-vocalist 
Joe Bradley between bites of fried chicken 
at a grungy Atlanta lunch spot. “These 
10-year-old Palestinian kids were going 
nuts, but their fathers rushed them away.” 
Cole Alexander, the impish vocalist- 
guitarist, nods, adding, “We enjoy going 
to places no other bands go.” 

In fact, the Lips—who are rounded 
out by vocalist-bassist Jared Swilley and 
guitarist Ian St. Pe—have made it their 


From left: Jared 

Swilley, Cole 

Alexander, lan St. Pe, al 
Joe Bradley. 


calling card. Their most recent tours have 
touched down in Sardinia and Tijuana, 
the latter of which provided avenue for an 
anarchic, alcohol-fueled live disc released 
earlier this year. But it’s the shows them- 
selves—which have included bloody 
brawls, intragroup make-out sessions, 
fireworks, vomiting, nudity and perhaps 
most infamously, Alexander urinating 
into hisown mouth—that have inexorably 
demonstrated the band’s willingness to go 
places others fear to tread. 

The antics began as a way of disguis- 
ing their sloppy musicianship. But with 
their fifth album, Good Bad Not Evil, on 
the way and a mountain of buzz build- 
ing, they're focusing more on the’music. 


All About Us! 


FOOD FETISH “Casu marzu. It's this 
cheese they have in Sardinia filled with live 
maggots. If you stick your tongue out, the 
maggots will hop right off. But they really 
taste good.” (Alexander) 


FAVORITE DRINK “The Ghetto Predator. It's 
Sparks and champagne. A little bit of class, 
a little bit of trash.” (Bradley) 


CLASSIC FILM “The Harder They Come. We 
were really impressed with the cinematogra- 
phy, and the music is so good.” (Alexander) 


Twangy guitars, insistent rhythms and 
cleaner production streamline their 
messy “flower punk” vision on the posi- 
tively hooky “Cold Hands.’ “Veni Vidi Vici” 
is awry, Velvets-tinged meditation on holy 
war; and the greaser anthem “Bad Kids” 
works as a snot-nosed defense of teenage 
delinquency. 

“We've always tried to bridge the gap 
between oldies and punk,” Alexander 
says. If their tidier sound is indicative of 
amore mature band, he isn’t apologizing. 
“T don’t want to alienate people because I 
play guitar with my dick,’ Alexander says. 
“We got attention for it—that’s one reason 
we did it, but we're trying to expand. We're 
not the animals people think we are.” 


OUT NOW Good Bad Not Evil (VICE) bs: SN 


Srqoantainmen are kings and the sound of th 


More car. Less compact. 


The 2007 Nissan Sentra tas more interior space than Civic or Corolla; the fuel efficiency of 
36 mpg” and the safety of six standard air bags. And starting out at $14,750! it's a value of truly epic proportions. 
For more information, visit NissanUSA.com. 


tSTARTING AT $14,750. AS SHOWN, $20,040. MSRP for Sentra 2.0 S manual transmission and Sentra 2.0 SL with splash guards, Audio Package and Sunroof 
Package. Excludes tax, title, license, destination charge and options. Dealer sets actual price. sed on largest interior passenger volume. Sentra 2.0 SL versus 2007 Corolla LE and 
Civic LX. **2007 EPA fuel-economy estimates 29 city/36 mpg highway for Sentra 2.0 CVT. Actual mileage ma’ y. Nissan, the Nissan Brand Symbol, “SHIFT_"* tagline and Nissan 
model names are Nissan trademarks. Always wear your seat belt, and please don't drink and drive. ©2007 Nissan North America, Inc. 
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T-PAIN 


Does the Tallahassee, Florida, 
“Bartender” hitmaker ... rock? 


Ever trashed a hotel room? 

I never leave a clean one. Once, | ripped the 
lamps off the wall and flipped the mattress 
off the bed. The room looked robbed. 


Biggest celeb’s home you've ever 
gotten drunk in? 
Diddy’s. 


Brush with the law? 

Last May, in Miami, | got arrested for almost 
starting a riot. They tried to cut my show 
short, and | started saying, “F the police.” 
They chased me off the stage and threw me 
to the ground. 


Is there a stripper pole in your house? 
Not yet. I just bought a new house. 


Worst tour horror story? 

At aclub, the sound was so bad | said | 
couldn't perform. They pulled out guns and 
we had to leave town. 


Most expensive item of clothing? 
I've got a $200 baseball hat with diamonds 
that spell out T.P. 


Thing you most regret? 
| got drunk before Jimmy Kimmel Live. | 
sounded like some guy singing on the street. 


Ever harbor a fugitive of the law? 


Yeah. He got caught driving without a license, 


but my house was outside the cops’ jurisdic- 
tion, so they couldn't do anything. 


Last person you've wanted to kill? 
The people on the iPhone help line. It took six 
hours to activate my iPhone! Dave Hill 


VERDICT 


Guns, booze, trashed 
hotels, fugitives anda 
possible stripper pole? 
T-Pain rocks! 


EPIPHANY vive 


c 1 . A 2 A 
388 “But what a fool believes he sees/No wise man has the power to reason away.” 
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fans 
are upset that 
the artsy rock 
band will release 
a compilation CD 
on the Starbucks 
label. But singer 
Thurston Moore 
sees no harmin 
doing business 
with the coffee 
chain: “I kind of 
like the absurdity 
of it,” he says. 


gave 
police an earful at 
the Princess Diana 
concert in London 
when asked to exit 
his car and walk 
a short distance 
to a backstage 
area as a security 
measure, “Get 
out of my fuck- 
ing way,” John 
answered, “Don't 
you know who 
lam? I've been 
working all fucking 
day and | need to 
get to my fucking 
dressing room.” 


Witnesses say 
punched 
Ludacris’s 
manager in an 
unprovoked attack 
at a luncheon in 
Hollywood. “It’s a 
shame that things 
like this continue 
to happen,” says 
Chaka Zulu, 
who represents 
Ludacris. The 
Atlanta rappers’ 
rivalry was thought 
to have been 
squashed a couple 
of years ago. 


WORD! 


“1 FEEL LIKE 
GOD DOES 
MAKE 
EVERYTHING 
HAPPEN 
FORA 
REASON.” 


Tommy Lee 


; | a 
j 
ie 
attempts to mask 
the stench of 
the Rock Star: 
(Supernova album, : | ~« 


DR. FEELBAD 


’s not-smart image 


Motley Crile sues over 


What do you do when your drummer starts focusing more on 
reality TV than on your band? If you're Motley Criie, you sue. 
In a lawsuit filed against Carl Stubner, Tommy Lee’s manager, 
the band alleges that Tommy Lee Goes to College and Rock Star: 
Supernova, two reality shows featuring Lee, 45, harmed his 
reputation as a “respected musician” and forced the cancel- 
lation of 40 tour dates, allegedly costing the band $8 million. 
Lee's lawyer says the drummer, who is currently dating Kimberly 
Stewart, has no part in the suit. Dan reilly 


melts down 
and spits on her fans 


As her career takes off, British song- 
stress Amy Winehouse seems to be 
unraveling. During a U.K. concert in 
July—her first after canceling two 
weeks of gigs due to “exhaustion” — 
she reportedly forgot her lyrics, cried 
and hit herself repeatedly in the head 
with her microphone. According to 
witnesses, when concerned band 
members approached her, the 
“Rehab” singer shouted, “Fuck off!” 
Winehouse ended the show halfway 


Ii lode ae through her last song, when she spat 
thawk, July at the audience, dropped her micro- 


phone and walked off. Josh Kells 


T-PAIN: CARMEN PORTELLIRETNA: LEE: CONTOGRAPHER/CORSIS; WINEHOUSE: BAUER GRIFFIN; HILTON: STEVE GRANITZ/WIREINAGE. 
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HAIRY! 


is 
having a busy summer | 


Upon leaving the L.A. club Joseph's, 
Spears calls “shotgun,” pulls up her 
shirt and waits patiently for her body- 
guard to take her home to her babies 
and their nannies. 


After buying yet another puppy at 
a pet store, Spears hits up a sporting- 
goods shop, where she test drives a 
tennis racket. Taking a sturdy stance, 
she visualizes an intense match point. 


On/17°774 


Donning a wig, Spears juggles a 
coffee cup and her new canine acquisi- 
tion. The pop star is reportedly acting 
as her own manager and publicist, and 
has fallen out with her mother. 


NEWS 
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was detained 

at an airport in 
the U.K. thanks 
to his “Taliban- 
like beard.” 
Interrogators 
eventually 
released the 
Metallica singer. 


Jon Anderson 

of canceled 
his appearance 

at a fund-raising 
concert at the 
Paul Green School 
of Rock Music 

in San Francisco 
because his spiri- 
tual guru in Hawaii 
advised him not 
to play any more 
shows until 2008. 


June was 
cradle-robbing 
month for a pair 
of old crooners 
who favor Cole 
Porter songs. 


62, married 36- 
year-old Penny 
Lancaster ina 
civil ceremony in 
Italy. The couple 
have a I-year-old 
son. Meanwhile, 
80-year-old 


married his long- 
time girlfriend, 
Susan Crow, 47, 
in New York. 


WORD! 


“I'VE 
LEARNED TO 
EMBRACE 
BEAUTY AS 
PART OF MY 
CAREER... 
MY INNER 
SOUL.” 


Blunt and sister 
Emily: “May | be 
blunt, Emily?” “Oh, 
James, I'll never 
tire of your deft 
wordplay?” 


YOU'RE BRIDE-IFUL 


auctions off his baby sister to her future 
husband, online 


Singer James Blunt’s sister was recently betrothed—to a man she 
met when Blunt auctioned her on eBay. 

Three years ago, Blunt’s sister Emily, then 27, needed to attend 
a funeral in Ireland but was stranded in England. The “You're 
Beautiful” crooner—an admitted eBay addict—hit upon the idea of 
listing her for sale online, with the description “Damsel in distress 
seeks knight in shining armour.” The winning bidder, a millionaire 
entrepreneur, delivered Emily to the funeral in his private helicop- 
ter; they’ve been together ever since. “I have one sister left to flog,” 
Blunt said. josh Kells 


c | 


THE AMISH 
OUTLAWS 


A suspenders-wearing sextet 
from upstate New York =, 


a 


Barns 
hoes down, 


C’mon, are they really Amish? Three 
out of the six still avoid modern con- 
veniences. “I got married outside of the faith, so | abandoned it,” says bassist 
Brother Eazy Ezekiel, 32, born and raised Amish but no longer practicing. 

So, booze and babes are a go? “Sometimes,” Ezekiel says. “But I've got a 
lady. It was nice having our first bra thrown at us onstage, though.” 
What's the live show like? Fans raise the (barn) roof to covers of Snoop 


Dogg and Bon Jovi. “Occasionally, someone in the room shouts, ‘Slayer!”” 
Ezekiel says, adding that a Slayer cover is in the works. Darren Ratner 


40 “sister, and I'll be your brother/Giving, taking, living with one another/Sister and brother.” 


SPEARS, FROM TOP: FAME PICTURES; XI7ONLINE.COM; INF PHOTO; XI7ONLINE.COM; BLUNT: WENN; AMISH OUTLAWS: KATHY GARDNER; SIMPSON: JOHN PARRA/WIREIMAGE. 


So would Your GAsn phone. 


P CAST SONGID 
Song Identified! 


Introducing V CAST Song ID. 


Hear a song. ID it. Then download it straight to your phone. Use it to 
identify Prince's latest single, “Guitar,’ and get it free. Exclusively from 
Verizon Wireless. To find out more go to verizonwireless.com/music. 


: usi = 
ss izonwireless.com/m pat verl Ofniwireless 


me required for nd handset, not availabie everywhere. 
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__ USEFUL TIPS FROM THE STARS 


PK 


Holo eet SLIM THUG tells oceania a fortunein realestate by- ~ 
buying low and selling high 


Do Your Research 


“| hire a researcher to find me 
property, but you can look on 
the Internet or go to auctions. 
Then have an appraiser 
inspect the house. Hopefully 
you can find somebody who's 
about to be in foreclosure 
and be like, ‘Can you sell me 
your house rather than having 
these people just take every- 
thing from you?” 


A-By MARK YARI he 


Do More Research 


“With auctions, research 
the list that they publish in 


advance. Once | said, ‘Fuck it,’ 


and spent $7,000 for a house 
without seeing it. Turns out, 
there wasn’t even a house 

on the land! Also, run comps 
(comparable sales) on the 
Internet—a house is worth 
what the last house that was 
sold nearby it is worth.” 


COMING SOON Boss of All Bosses (eoss Hoc OUTLAWZ/GEFFEN) 


rosrapl buy WICAAES 


Fix Things Up 


“After buying the house, redo 
the restroom, the kitchen, the 
wood floors—simple shit that 
makes the house look better. 
If it's worth $100,000 and you 
bought it for $60,000, spend 
no more than $20,000. Hire a 
manager; he’ll oversee a crew. 
In Texas there are Mexicans 
on the corner who are ready 
to work.” 


ya I BS — Pn ____ 


Close the Sale 


“To sell the house, you can 
get a realtor or, preferably, 
just put a FOR SALE BY OWNER 
sign on your front lawn to 
avoid fees. When you've got 

a buyer, run a credit check on 
him. Then, as long as the bank 
can make the loan go through, 
it’s good. When you have the 
money, then you go and flip 
another one!” 


“> “ONCETSPENT $7,000 
~—FOR-A-HOUSE WITHOUT 
<" SEEING IT. TURNS OUT, THERE 
Sells EVEN A HOUSE ON 


You're a WahIlman. 


—_ With the freedom to define and redefine your look. 
.wv Whether your style is a goatee, mustache or beard, 


Wahl. The right tool for the job. 


Ome PRODUCT 


Join. wahination.com The brand used by professionals. 
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HAYDEN PANETTIERE | *2UN2¥P 


is set to 
F violate the smok- 
The Heroes star is a safe hang: 
pretty, talented, wears panties 


ing ban put into 
effect July lin 

the U.K. “I'll prob- 
ably just take 

my chances, pay 
the 50 pounds 
and smoke to my 
heart's content,” 
the Velvet Revolver 
guitarist said, “I 
can't imagine play- 
ing for 90 minutes 
and not having 

a fag.” 


has 
revealed his 
inner Howard 
Hughes—that of 
a private-jetting 
germaphobe. “| 
fly private sol 
can stick to one 
aircraft rather than 
sit with a bunch of 
people coughing 
and sneezing,” the 
producer said. 


's stalker has 
pleaded guilty to 
illegally monitoring 
the Linkin Park 
singer's e-mail 
and cell phone. 
Devon Townsend, 
28, said she was 

HILARY DUFF able to access 
iL : Bennington's 
family photos and 
travel plans via 
computer. She also 
downloaded digital 
phone pictures 
and listened to 
voice messages. 


WORD! 


“| WOULDN'T 
BE 
SURPRISED 
IF SHE 
MADE THAT 
AFRICAN 
BOY INTOA 
COAT AND 
WORE HIM.” 


KRISTIN CAVALLARI 


44: “Laid back, with my mind on my money and my money on my mind.” 


“ROMANTIC” 


Mix-tape champ battles leaks and logorrhea 


for sixth album 


Note to leak-fearing rappers: Beware the parking attendant. 
That's the lesson learned by Lil Wayne, who was set to drop his 
new album this fall, only to find it all over the Internet one day. 
“I think the valet stole it,” he says ruefully. “Never let another 
dude park your car when your CD’s in the stereo.” 

Luckily, Wayne’s been wildly prolific. By his own estimate, 
he’s already recorded 200 to 250 songs this year—more than 
enough for the reconfigured Tha Carter III, now due next 
February. “There are a lot of songs about pussy,” he says of 
the track list. “I have one called ‘Pussy Monster, like Cookie 
Monster, except I eat pussy. And another one is called ‘PMW, 
where I tell a girl I love her like I love pussy, money and weed. 
That one’s romantic.” 

This fall, Weezy fanatics will get an appetizer in the form of 
his supergroup side project with Juelz Santana, called J Can’t 
Feel My Face. In the meantime, he’s keeping busy with his new 
rock band, Bad Ass Grasshopper, 
recording tracks with Fall Out Boy 
and Gym Class Heroes, and teach- ————————— 
ing himself to play guitar. He’s also | fyoduers Timbaland, Kanye 
pursuing a psychology degree at the 
online powerhouse University of 
Phoenix. “Last semester I got a 3.2 
GPA,” he beams. “I get to join the 
National Honor Society!” josh zeus 


New album Tha Carter Ill, due 
early 2008 


el, 
Hip-hop veterans 
the are work- 
ing on a follow-up 
to Game Theory, 
titled Rising Down; 


Indie garage-punk are 
teens putting the finish- 
ing touches on Red 
Carpet Massacre, 
due this fall, with 


are in 
Tennessee record- 
ing their follow-up 


to 2006's epony- superstar duo due in 2008, it will 
mous debut, due Timbaland and be the band’s |Oth 
early 2008. Justin Timberlake. album. 


PANETTIERE, FROM TOP: TODD WILLIAMSON/WIREIMAGE; JOHN SHEARER/WIREIMAGE: MICHAEL BEZJIAN/WIREIMAGE; AMY GRAVES/WIREIMAGE; 


LIL WAYNE: JIM COOPER/AP PHOTO; MORFUSSEY: MICHAEL CHESTER/WIREIMAGE; ?UESTLOVE: LARRY BUSACCA/WIREIMAGE. 


oa, Deception: Bia Teekay a 
: its only a matter of tine! before it bites you. 


BURNER 


MAROON5 * ALY&AJ % RYAN ADAMS 


POSITION | TITLE ARTIST 
| 


TIMBALAND 
FEAT. KERI HILSON 


“THE WAY | ARE” 


| ALBUM/LABEL 


SHOCK VALUE 
BLACKGROUND/INTERSCOPE 


MOST 
WANTED 

SONGS IN 
AMERICA 


The swami outshines his 
star pupil as Timbo tops 
JT on this month’s chart 


“LOVESTONED” JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 


——}— 


FUTURESEX/ 
LOVESOUNDS vive 


“OVER YOU" DAUGHTRY 


“HEY THERE DELILAH” | PLAIN WHITE T'S 


EVERY SECOND COUNTS 
HOLLYWOOD 


-— 


“WAKE UP CALL” MAROON 5 


“BEAUTIFUL GIRLS” SEAN KINGSTON 


IT WON'T BE SOON 
BEFORE LONG 
OCTONE/ARM 


‘SEAN KINGSTON 
BELUGA HEIGHTS/EPIC 


“SHUT UP AND DRIVE” | RIHANNA 


“POTENTIAL BREAKUP 
SONG” 


ALY & AJ 


GOOD GIRL GONE BAD 
DEF JAM 


INSOMNIATIC 
HOLLYWOOD 


“SOBER” KELLY CLARKSON 


MY DECEMBER 
RCA 


“BIG GIRLS DON’T CRY” | FERGIE 


THE DUTCHESS 
INTERSCOPE 


“TARANTULA” | SMASHING PUMPKINS 


3 DRY ONTHEIR | AMY WINEHOUSE 
OWN" 


| 


“WALL TO WALL” | CHRIS BROWN 


EXCLUSIVE 
JIVE 


“PARTY LIKE A SHOP BOYZ 


ROCKSTAR” 


ROCKSTAR MENTALITY 
ONDECK/UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC 


“A BAY BAY” HURRICANE CHRIS 


51/50 RATCHET 
POLO GROUNDS/J 


J 


MAROON 5 


“WHO KNEW” PINK 


“WHEN YOU'RE GONE” | AVRIL LAVIGNE 


“EASY” PAULA DEANDA 


I'M NOT DEAD 

JIVE 

THE BEST DAMN THING 
RCA 


PAULA DEANDA 


“STRANGER” HILARY DUFF 


FEAT. BOW WOW J 


IGNITY 


KATHARINE McPHEE 
19/RCA 


“LOVE STORY” Gia MCPHEE 


“WOW, I CAN GET 
SEXUAL TOO” 


SAY ANYTHING 


RYAN ADAMS 


“STOP ME” MARK RONSON FEAT. 


DANIEL MERRIWEATHER 


~» IS AREAL BOY 
J 


EASY TIGER 
LOST HIGHWAY 


VERSION 
ALLIDO/RCA 


“WAKE UP CALL” 


on this single, shooting a 

man dead after catching the 
dude in bed with his girl. 
Which ex-paramour might 
have inspired such rage— 
Jessica? Natalie? Paris? Inter- 
ested parties can fight it out 


“DO YOU KNOW? (THe ENRIQUE IGLESIAS 


PING PONG SONG)” 


INSOMNIAC 
INTERSCOPE 


“SAME GIRL” R. KELLY FEAT. USHER 


DOUBLE UP 
JIVE 


“WAIT FOR YOU" ELLIOTT YAMIN 


ELLIOTT YAMIN 
HICKORY 


“BUBBLY” COLBIE CAILLAT 


“BARTENDER” T-PAIN FEAT. AKON 


in September, when the band 
kicks off its national tour in 
Auburn Hills, Michigan. 


“LIP GLOSS” LIL MAMA 


LIP GLOSS 
JE 


HOW WE DID IT 
aolmusic.com 


The Most Wanted Songs chart is 
based on the number of audience 
searches, downloads and video 
plays on AOLmusic.com. 


4-6 “Your wetsuit is keeping you warm? 


“PROMISE RING” TIFFANY EVANS 


FEAT. CIARA 


TIFFANY EVANS 
COLUMBIA 


“MY LOVE” CIARA 


CIARA: THE EVOLUTION 
LAFACE 


——— 


“COME AROUND” COLLIE BUDDZ 


COLLIE BUDDZ 
COLUMBIA 


GYM CLASS HEROES 
FEAT. PATRICK STUMP 


“CLOTHES OFF” 


AS CRUEL AS SCHOOL 
CHILDREN pécayoance/ 
FUELED BY RAMEN 


WEEK ENDING // AUGUST 5, 2007 


ALY & AJ 


“POTENTIAL BREAKUP SONG” 


The Michalka sisters got their 
start acting in soaps and Dis- 
ney movies. This bubbly hit 
splits the difference, spinning 
a supremely meta melodrama 
about a bum boyfriend over a 
track that sounds like Moun- 
tain Dew. Catch them on 

tour in August, or on DVD in 
Super Sweet 16: The Movie. 


I2 


AMY WINEHOUSE 


“TEARS DRY ON THEIR OWN” 
BA 


In the video for this weeper, 
Winehouse strolls around 
L.A. amid a colorful flock o' 
freaks. Despite her four-foot- 
high beehive and eagle-talon 
eye makeup, she somehow fits 
in with them! Pay tribute to 
said hive August 25 in Paris. 


22 


RYAN ADAMS 


“Two” 


The alt-country bad boy deliv- 
ers a surprisingly classy/surpris- 
ingly sweet single about clean- 
ing up your act and acknowledg- 
ing that sometimes you just can’t 


go it alone. See him live in Sydney 


this August, or in September in 
upstate New York. 


MAROON 5: WENDY SUE LAMM; ALY & AJ: SHERYL NIELDS; WINEHOUSE: TINA KORHONEN/RETNA. 


STRONG ONE ‘DAY. 


—— 


ARMY. STRONG THE NEXT: 


MARGINS 


IT WON'T BE SQON BEFORE LONG TOUR 


09/29 Detroit, MI - Palace Of Auburn Hills 
10/01 St. Paul, MN - Xcel Energy Center 
10/02 Rosemont, IL - Allstate Arena 

10/04 Toronto, ON - Air Canada Centre 

10/05 Cleveland, OH - Quicken Loans Arena 
10/07 Columbus, OH - Nationwide Arena 
10/08 Charlottesville, VA - John Paul Jones Arena 
10/10 New York, NY - Madison Square Garden 
10/12 Uncasville, CT - Mohegan Sun Arena 
10/13 Philadelphia, PA - Wachovia Spectrum 
10/15 Boston, MA - TD Banknorth Garden 
10/16 Washington, DC - Verizon Center 

10/18 Columbia, SC - Colonial Center 

10/20 Sunrise, FL - BankAtlantic Center 


10/21 St. Petersburg, FL - St. Pete Times Forum 
10/23 Orlando, FL - Amway Arena 
10/24 Duluth, GA - The Arena at Gwinett Center 
10/26 Houston, TX - Toyota Center 
10/27 Ft. Worth, TX - Ft. Worth Convention Center Arena 
10/29 Denver, CO - Pepsi Center 
10/31 Salt Lake City, UT - Energy Solutions Arena 
11/02 Portland, OR - Memorial Coliseum at Rose Quarter 
11/03 Vancouver, BC - Pacific Coliseum 
11/05 Sacramento, CA - ARCO Arena : 
11/06 San Jose, CA - HP Pavilion 
11/08 Los Angeles, CA - Staples Center p | A 
11/09 San Diego, CA - Cox Arena aah. OM 
11/10 Las Vegas, NV - The Pearl m3 

IN STORES NOW 


MNATION.com 


POWERED BY 


veri-on 


MAROONS.COM MYSPACE.COM/MAROONS 


DATES & VENUES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 


Produced by: 


LYveE naATiIon 


AC/DC’S BOOTY CALL * BJORK VS. MADONNA * NIKKI SIXX 


KNOWING STUFF IS GOOD 


} Rarignulieg t Elliott 
Mintz was getting really 
fired ofthe “importance 

| of Wearing panties 

i ; the car” speech. 


| 
Se), | 


Ah, the life of a music-biz grunt. Sure; the pay’s 
OK—but is it worth the junkie-defending, bullet-dodging, 
heiress-stewarding headache? 


By DAVID PEISNER 


AC/DC: PAUL NATKIN/WIREIMAGE; HILTON: ALPHAX/XI7ONLINE.COM. 
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( WORST Jogs ) 


Snoop and bodyguard 
McKinley Lee after 
maxing out their Men's 
Wearhouse gift cards. 

a = 


PETE DOHERTY’S 
LAWYER 


Making more court appear- 
ances than Roger Federer 


Since his 2003 criminal debut 
for burgling then-bandmate 
Carl Barat’s apartment, the Baby- 
shambles frontman has been 
arrested at least 20 times—includ- 
ing three times in one magical day 
in January 2006. Most of the busts 
have been for heroin and crack 
possession, with the odd assault 
charge thrown in. Doherty has 
shown up late to court, assaulted a 
reporter in front of the courthouse 
and allegedly given one judge the 
finger. “The hardest part is proba- 
bly his unpredictability—whether 
he’ll turn up for conferences,” 
says Samantha Cohen, a crimi- 
nal-defense lawyer in London. 
Despite Doherty's string of broken 
pledges to clean up, his indefatiga- 
ble lawyer, , has mostly 
kept him out of prison. “He has 
a fairly faultless record,” Cohen 
says. “Pete’s a complete moron if 
heis isn n't grateful.” 


Suck-o- meter: (OP | wor i 7 iz 


SUCK-O-METER KEY 


| PRR TT | weossere 
ATROCIOUS 
AWKWARD 
PP | testis 

WY | tricky 


Pete Doherty 
makes his way to 
the courthouse, 
a.k.a. his “summer 
home.” 


SNOOP DOGG'S BODYGUARD 


Imagine: Suge Knight is the least of your problems 


Guarding high-profile rappers involves everything from chauffeur- 
ing to managing angry girlfriends: “What it boils down to is, you're a 
babysitter,” says , who has looked after Eminem, Snoop and 
Lloyd Banks. “These so-called tough guys are in the club and they need 
you to take them to the restroom. Or when the heat goes down and 
they realize they've bit off more than they can chew, they want you to 
handle their beef.” Snoop's bodyguards in particular have been magnets 
for trouble: One, , stood trial for murder after shooting and 
killing a man Lee claimed had been harassing Snoop in 1993. Another 
caught a bullet when Snoop’s car was showered with gunfire. Then 
there are the alleged death threats against Snoop from ex-label boss 
Suge Knight. “I prefer not to work with rappers now,’ Williams says. 
“They don’t want to pay, and there’s a good chance you're going to have 
to shoot somebody.” 


TD 


Suck-o-meter: j 


GUNS N’ ROSES’ TOUR MANAGER 


How do you solve a problem like Axl? 


A tour manager’s job should be simple: Get your 
band to the gig and make sure their needs (drugs, 
girls, bail money) are met along the way. Naturally, 
with Guns N’ Roses, nothing is simple. “As far as 
trouble goes, mainly it’s dealing with Axl,” says 

, who comanaged and tour-managed the band 
between 1988 and 1997. “He walks to the beat of his 
own drummer. He's not real aware of the stimuli 
around him.” Reese bribed customs officials and 
once shuttled GNR out of Bogota, Colombia, on a private plane to 
escape the clutches of a drug cartel. More recent tour managers have 
endured their own headaches: riots resulting from canceled dates in 
Vancouver and Philadelphia, when Axl failed to turn up on time, and 
springing Ax] from a Swedish jail after the singer allegedly bit a hotel 
security guard’s leg. “Every single night there’s a possibility of a riot,” 
Reese says. “Axl would go on an hour and a half late, on average. Every 
travel arrangement, every hotel consideration—everything’s centered 
on ‘How am I gi going | to get Axl Rose onstage tonight? a 
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BRITNEY 
SPEARS’S 
HAIRSTYLIST 


Tending the most infamous 
head of hair since Samson’s 


Being a celebrity 
hairstylist means 
working with 
finicky, insecure, 
image-obsessed 
egomaniacs, 
then seeing your 
work constantly 
critiqued by the likes of Melissa 
Rivers. Being Britney Spears’s 
hairstylist adds an element of 
extreme unpredictability. “Her 
attitude is, ‘I want it blond today, 
brown tomorrow; shave it today, 
back on tomorrow,” says 

, Who often works on the 
pop star’s hair but—as she takes 
pains to point out—not recently. 
“T’ve done an incredible job, then 
two days later she puts in brown 
dye from Say-On.” Reports say 
that all the bleaching and exten- 
sions have left Britney's hair so 
damaged it was falling out even 
before she shaved it off earlier 
this year. Since then, gaudy 
wigs, subpar extensions and 
half-baked dye jobs have made 
things worse. “She’s impulsive,” 
Stotts says. “A lot of hairdressers 
don’t step up and say no, so I’m 
consequently doing corrective 
work. Something what should 
take four hours takes twelve. It’s 
frustrating.” 


Suck-o-meter: 7 7 


SNOOP DOGG: POO/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; DOHERTY: WENN; SPEARS: MBF/XI7ONLINE.COM; ROSE: MICHAEL PUTLAND/RETNA UK. 
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GENUINE SINCE 1937 


www.ray-ban 


WHAT IS THIS 
FINE LINE? 


YOU’ VE HEARD THE SAYING: 
THERE’S A FINE LINE 


BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. 


WELL, HoRNITOS IS THE FINE 
LINE WHERE PLEASURABLE TASTE 


AND BOLD TEQUILA COLLIDE. 


GIVE IT A GO AND YOU'LL 
SOON FIND BALANCE IN A 


MOST UNEXPECTED PLACE. 


T THE KIND OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT YOU VE 


3EN SEARCHING FOR. 


INTRODUCING 
THE FINE LINE OF TEQUILA: 


PLATA, REPOSADO AND ANEJO. 


URLS 
ae 


THE FINE LINE OF TEQUILA. 


DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


( WORST JOBS ) 


HATEBREED’S MOSH-PIT 
SECURITY 


Metal’s besieged riot police 


Keeping a sweaty mass of 
testosterone-jacked fans 
from beating one another 
senseless and/or rushing 
the stage is a dangerous, 
thankless gig. “It’s one of 
the toughest workouts 
ever,” says 5 
who's worked security at shows by Hatebreed, 
Killswitch Engage, GWAR and others. 
Hatebreed gigs are especially rough. The 
Connecticut hardcore act commonly stokes 
the pit’s passions from the stage, often presid- 
ing over a “wall of death” in which fans line 
up at opposite sides of the pit, then violently 
collide at full speed. In 2005, one concertgoer 
died of liver damage after taking part and 
another 25 were treated for injuries. “The 
crowd wants to fight,” Maiorana says. “You 
never know what's going to happen. You don’t 
know somebody's strength or if they have a 
weapon. You've always gotta be on guard.” 


Suck-o-meter: , ] p 
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i The Hatebreed 


book club haga 
spirited debate 
on Pride ahd 
Prejudice. 


PARIS HILTON’S PUBLICIST 


The music-dabbling heiress’s one-man disaster-response team 


BONNAROO CLEAN-UP 
CREW 


Somebody has to pick up 500 tons of 
waste at Bonnaroo. Be glad it’s not you 


The Bonnaroo clean-up crew works back- 
breaking 10-hour shifts for over two weeks 
straight in the Tennessee sun, servicing the 
festival’s trash and recycling bins, as well 
as picking up every stray beer can, ciga- 
rette butt, used condom and abandoned 
Birkenstock left behind on the 700-acre 
site. “When you've got a 55-gallon drum 
with a full trash bag in it and youre picking 
up 500 of those per shift in 90-degree heat 
and intense humidity, it’s definitely taxing,” 
says , co-owner of Clean Vibes, 
the company that handles Bonnaroo’s waste 
management. Some less-conscientious festi- 
valgoers leave their campsites strewn with 
clothes, furniture and even buckets of human 
excrement. The real work, though, comes in 
the recycling: “We'll have a pile of bags 20 
feet tall and a couple hundred feet in diam- 
eter of recycling to sort through. At times, it 
seems like an endless task,” Borofsky says. 


Suck-o-meter: 7 7 


Paris publicist 
Elliott Mintz: 
Shameless, except 
when it comes to his 
huge Adam's apple. 


On the eve of Hilton’s reality-show premiere in 2003, her publicist was charged 
with putting a positive spin on a video of his client engaged in dispassionate 
sexual congress with some guy she once dated. Her current PR flak, veteran 
publicist , wishes he had it that easy. So far, he’s had to explain a late- 
night catfight with a former Playboy Playmate, new videos showing Paris naked 
and doing drugs, and her recent incarceration. “If you're Paris’s publicist, you’re 
on call 24 hours a day,” says Ben Widdicombe, who writes the New York Daily 
News gossip column, Gatecrasher. “Elliott Mintz has been by her side at some 
ungodly hours.” To show her appreciation, Hilton blamed her most recent arrest 
on Mintz. “Elliott fell on his own sword: He took responsibility for her not know- 
ing she had a suspended license,’ Widdicombe says. “It didn’t work.” 


Te 


MAIORANA: COURTESY OF BRYAN MAIGRANA; HILTON: JEFF VESPA/WIREIMAGE; HATEBREED: ROBB D. COHEN/RETNA. 
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EXPERIENGE/ THE FINE*LINE OF 


HORNITOS 


THE PERFECT COMBINATION OF SMOOTH TASTE AND TEQUILA EDGE. 
100% PURO DE AGAVE. 


DEAR SUPERSTAR 


The Motley Criie bassist and former junkie on 
pharmaceutical mishaps, mother-daughter sex teams and 
those confounding umlauts 


By ADAM HIGGINBOTHAM Photograph by RAINER HOSCH 


I'T’S 11 O'CLOCK in the morning and, not for the first time, Nikki Sixx is feeling unwell. Pulling up 
to his North Hollywood studio in a gleaming black Bentley Continental, he emerges into the merciless 
June sunshine clutching cigarettes and a packet of sliced ham: breakfast. 

But, despite his present sniffles, the dope-sick mornings and hung-over afternoons of the once- 
most-depraved member of Motley Criie have long been a thing of the past: “There’s some kind of cold 
going around,” he says; it’s one of the perils of clean living. “It'll do it every time. My friends that are 
always fucked up are never sick.” 

Inside, he fetches a Diet Coke from the fridge and lights up a Marlboro Medium: “It’s my last vice. 
I’m going to quit—and then I'll be a complete monk.” Now 48, Sixx is a busy man: He’s the father of 
five children and, since separating from his second wife (like the first, a former Playboy Playmate) last 
year, single again. His new book, The Heroin Diaries, adapted from the journals he kept at the peak 
of his addiction, between 1986 and 1987, forms a dark companion piece to the superhuman excesses 
catalogued in the classic 2001 Criie memoir The Dirt and is accompanied by a soundtrack he record- 
ed with his new band Sixx:A.M. He’s also taken up photography and has recently announced plans 
to write a novel. 

Having experienced his own clinical death, an adrenaline-shot-induced revival and more than 25 
years in Motley Criie, he isn’t about to let the prospect of Blender readers’ impertinent questions worry 
him: “Can you say anything bad about us?” he asks. “Really ... honestly? That hasn't already been said?” 
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Richard Pryor 
gives the 
two-gun salute. 


Have you always kept a diary—and do you still 
keep one now? 

rev_it_up, Concord, NH 

The earliest diaries were 78,79. I used 

to carry a book around and draw pic- 

tures of what the stage set would look like, 
ideas, band names, that kind of stuff. By 
the beginning of Motley Criie, I felt like I 
really had something to write down. Some 
of the ones from the Shout at the Devil era 
are really raw and barbaric—like, “Slept 
with four girls. Two were on their period. 
Can't remember any of their names. Me 
and Vince got ina fistfight. Sold-out show. 
100,000 people. Nikki.” And then the next 
one would be, “I miss my grandparents.” By 
the time I got to about’85, my writing really 
started flowing. And that’s pretty much 
how I do it now—stream of consciousness. 


Your mother dated Richard Pryor. What’s the 
thing you remember most clearly about him? 
Skullz23, McPherson, KS 

We used to live on Sunset Boulevard, in 

an apartment in the Sunset Tower. [hada 
very young sister, and my mom would take 
offand do her thing—and I would watch 
my sister for a couple of days at atime. I 
have one very clear memory of playing in 
the parking garage with my sister and a car 
pulling in and my mom and Richard getting 
out. They were blasted. And she said, “Oh, I 
love you so much,’ and just went straight up 
to the apartment and left us in the garage. 
That's the clearest memory. 


As a teenager you were a drug dealer. What 
did you sell and were you any good at it? 
rawk2live, Bullhead City, AZ 

Isold a lot of pot, acid and chocolate mesca- 
line: We would take the mescaline and mix 
it with Hershey’s chocolate powder; then 
we'd get vitamin capsules and empty them 
out and put the mescaline chocolate inside. 
Very big in Seattle in the late ’70s—they'd 
dump the capsules out and putit on their 
tongue and get a faster hit. I always dipped 
into my profits: I never really made money. 


How did you pick the name Nikki Sixx—and is 
it true there used to be two of you? 
Indecent_Mike, Clearwater, FL 

Thadaband called London and everything 
was about Britain, and I was Nikki London. 
And I was like, “I wanna change my name: I 
don’t want to be Nikki London of London.” 
used to date this girl, Angie Saxon. I was 
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going through her scrapbook and I sawa 
guy that she used to date named Niki Syxx 
in aband called Jon & the Nightriders. So I 
stole his name. I just liked it. 


When Motley Criie started, you were no good 
at playing the bass. When did you learn to do 
it properly? 

Srethead, Midvale, UT 

Well, it’s really funny. There's this thing out 
there that I can’t play bass. Every time I jam 
with other musicians, they're like, “Damn, 
dude! You're a pretty good bass player!” 
And I'm like, yeah. I've toured the world 
20 times, you know? Played in front of mil- 
lions and millions of people. Duh! AmI 


“FOR MOTLEY CRUE IT 
WAS ALWAYS, LET'S SET 


Looks that kill (clockwise from top): “This goat blood 
really opens up the room”; the artist as a young met- 
alhead; Sixx and friend audition for Hostel: Part III. 


interested in becoming Flea? Absolutely 
not. Can I sit down and doa bass solo for 
you? Oh, hell no. I don’t care too much. 


In the 80s you stopped showering for weeks 
at a time. What's the longest you went un- 
washed? 

thrillkill29, Detroit 

I think I wenta month at one point. For us 
it was always, Let’s set a goal for something 
stupid and see if we can do it. We would put 
bounties out on stupid shit, like whoever 
could sleep with the fattest chick. And man- 
agers would start getting involved—one of 
them said there was a $10,000 bounty out 
for whoever could sleep with a mother- 
daughter team. Then that became too easy, 
soit was a mother-daughter-grandmother 
team. You couldn't pay me now to do half 
that shit. 


Who’s going to play you in the movie of The 
Dirt? And how much of it will they really be 
able to put on the screen? 

nick.king, Buffalo, NY 

Don’t know yet—we keep having direc- 

tor problems and script rewrites. It’sa >> 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: HENRY DILTZ/CORBIS; NEIL ZLOZOWER: COURTESY OF NIKKI SIXX (2) 


SURVIVAL 


From our super-charged devices to an advanced nationwide 3G network, we've 
brought you the very latest in mobile technology. But now, we're even giving 
you our expert opinion on the best ways to use it. And since you're reading 
this it means one of two things: A) you're really excited because you're holding 
a copy of the New Social Etiquette. Or B) you're really bummed because 
someone has beaten you to our book of contempo wisdom. But 
don't sweat it. You can always download your own copy at heliosocial.com 


HELIO. THE VOICE OF THE NEW SOCIAL ETIQUETTE: 


y social 
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( NIKKI SIXX ) 


pain in the ass. I think that we need young, 
fresh talent—an unknown actor who’s will- 
ing to push the envelope, and not have peo- 
ple look at a known actor and go, “That 
isn’t what Tommy would do; that isn’t what 
Nikki would say.” It’s definitely an R-rated 
movie—were not going to go for the X. 


What's your novel about? 

Sizzler9000, Los Angeles 

I can’t tell you. Ijust started writing one 
day—that stream-of-consciousness stuff— 
and I couldn't stop. I went and bought some 
books on character development and stuff 
like that. It’s very embryonic right now—I 
wouldn't get too excited. But I'll doit. I give 
you my word. 


Do the umlauts make any difference to how 
you say “Motley Criie”? 

me_jenna, Bethlehem, PA 

We didn't think so—until we went to 
Germany the first time, and everybody was 
saying, “Moo-tley Kruh! We love you!” And 
we were going, “What the fuci is that? Why 
the fuck are they calling us Moo-tley Kruh?” 
And then the record company says, “Well, 
with the umlauts, that’s how you say it.” So 
right from the beginning, we got it wrong. 
What's the worst thing anyone’s ever written 
about you in a song? 

Flesheater353, Memphis 


Someone said that “Tattooed Millionaire” 


Chrisette Michele 
| Am 


Peter, Bjorn &John 
Writer's Block 


“GOING HEADFIRST 
INTO HEROIN 
ADDICTION WAS ONE 


by Bruce Dickinson was about me, but I 
don’t know. It was something to do with 
the fact that I fucked his wife, and I think 
he was upset. That wasn’t my fault, by the 
way—TI want to go on the record. She was 
his wife, but I didn’t know that. I don’t 
think Bruce found out about it until The 
Dirt—\ should have kept that a secret. Dire 
Straits’s “Money for Nothing” was about 
Motley Criie—“Money for nothing and the 
chicks for free ... that little faggot got his 
own jet airplane.” They were in a store that 
sells televisions, and there was a row of TVs 
all playing Motley Criie—and that’s where 
it came from. Isn’t that great? 

What lyrics are you most proud of writing? 
18_and_life, Washington, D.C. 

[like the lyrics to “Primal Scream.” They're 
pretty powerful. It deals with my mom and 
my dad—I've always felt a connection to 
the line that says, “Ifyou want to live life on 


The Klaxons Justice 
Myths of the 


Near Future 


Red 
End Of Silence 


Life in Cartoon Motion 


your own terms, you've got to be willing to 
crash and burn.” 


You've swallowed lightbulbs, and you've shot 
up heroin just hours after a near-fatal over- 
dose. What do you think is the stupidest thing 
you've ever done? 

Starpowerg9, St. Louis 

Well that would be two right there, 
wouldn't it? I think going headfirst into 
heroin addiction was one of the stupidest 
things I ever did. I had no second thoughts. 
It was just like, Oh, I’m invincible. My 
heroes have been junkies—I'm goin for it. 
Ridiculous. 


I'm thinking of getting engaged to my girl- 
friend—do you have any advice for me? 
Lani1980, Honolulu 

Yeah, I do. I’ve been through it twice, and 
trust me: Don't fuckin’do it. Love them, 
buy them flowers, chocolates, seduce them 
with romance, live together, have cute lit- 
tle names for each other. Do. Not. Get. 
Fucking. Married. EVER. 

When was the last time you punched 
someone? 

Sgt. Pain, Baltimore 

On the 2005 tour. Somebody threw a bot- 
Ue of piss and it hit Vince in the head. And 
I asked the audience to find him and bring 
him backstage. He was brought back, and I 
told the security guys to leave us alone. And 


Datarock 
Datarock 


AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 4” 


The Perishers 
Victorious 


* Dates subject to change. 


fr ¥ 
Thad aword or two with him. And... yeah. % 4 
He apologized. 


Have any of your kids asked to get a tattoo 
yet? And what would you say when they do? 
Pizzaguy69, Asheville, NC 

They haven’t—they’re not old enoug 

son will be in two years, but I don’t thin 
he’s a tattoo kind of kid. My 13-year-old 
daughter is a bit conservative. She always 
tells me, “Dad, you can’t wear that, it 
doesn’t match,’ or “Your shirt’s unbuttoned 
too much.” I'll pull up to school with a cow- 
boy hat on listening to jazz really loudina 
tank top, all covered with tattoos, and she'll 
be like, “Dad!” So for me it’s about letting 
them be themselves. 


Have you ever taken Viagra? 
Tha Warrior, Anderson, IN 
I have, on the road, in the last couple of 
years—Viagra and Cialis. That shit rocks. We 
were playing somewhere, and there was this 
beautiful model—she came to the show and 
we had a great conversation and were hang- 
ing out. She was funny, witty—and we just 
felt something. So she says, “I’m gonna go 
do something, and I'll come up to the room 
and meet you, and we'll hang out, watch a The power of 
movie.” So I said, “OK.” And I go tosomeone, Christ compels 
aims ts Stage ne Sixx. 
Give me one of those Cialis things that you 
guys are taking.” So I take it ... and she never 
showed up. That was a painful night. [#8] 


RAINER HOSCH, 


The best venue to discover 
great new bands. 


Each month, we scour the music scene to find the most 
promising, talented and innovative new artists. 
When you want to check out some new music, 


head to Best Buy where there's never a cover charge. 


look for our Find “Em First section in store and at BestBuy.com® 
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THE GREATEST SONGS EVER 


The Stories Behind the Finest Tunes in History 


INSIDER 


AC/DC 
“You Shook 


Me All Night 
Long” 


When the Aussie rawkers lost 
their lead singer, they didn’t get 
mad—they got horny 

( By JOHNNY BLaAck ) 


IT WAS EARLY 1980, and AC/DC were 
about to throw in the towel. The band had 
formed in Australia seven years earlier, 
powered by the manic onstage cavortings 
of short-trousered ax imp Angus Young 
and a blues-juiced assault that suggested 
Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath at a keg- 
ger. Over the course of seven albums, they 
laid waste to their homeland and export- 
ed that success to Europe. But the mysteri- 
ous death of their notoriously hell-raising 
frontman Bon Scott brought the celebra- 
tions to a quick halt. 

On the morning of February 20, Scott 
was found dead inacarin London. The pre- 
cise circumstances of his death were never 
ascertained, but he had been ona drinking 
bender the night before, and, una- 
ble to rouse him from the car, his 
friends had left him to sleep it off. 
He never woke up. 

The band was in shock for 
months, uncertain if they could— 
or should—continue. “We really 
didn’t know what to do,” Angus later 
recalled. “Funnily enough, even Bon’s 
parents said that we should go on, and 
that made us feel better.” 

Replacing a frontman as charismatic 
as Scott seemed impossible, however, 
until they recalled having seen a leather- 
lunged youngster with an awesome vocal 
range some years earlier, performing in an 
obscure Brit band called Geordie. 

Things had not gone well for Geordie, 
and by the time AC/DC tracked Brian 
Johnson down, he was already beginning 
to feel, at 33, over the hill. Johnson lacked 
Scott's slithery onstage allure, but his turbo- 
charged voice more than compensated, and 
his rough-hewn personality fit perfectly. 


60 Blender.com 


he highway 
'o tan lines. 


The new lineup headed for Compass 
Point studios in the Bahamas with a 
clutch of songs written before Scott's 
death, meeting up with reclusive producer 
“Mutt” Lange, who had helmed AC/DC's 

previous album, Highway to Hell. 

Things were already going well 
when inspiration struck Johnson 
in the recording booth. “I was in 
this little concrete shell thing with 
a window, and it came to me,” he 
recalled. “I’ve always been into 

motor cars, and cars and wom- 

en are pretty much 
the same: They go fast and 
then let you down. Then 
they bring you right back up 
again when you see the new 
model.” He hit on the line 
“She was a fast machine/ 
She kept her motor clean,” 
and it became the spark of 
“You Shook Me All Night 
Long,” a simple tale of a 
seismic one-night stand. 

Forallits seediness, the 
song, Johnson believes, 
came from a_ higher 
place, calming his anxi- 
eties about his new gig: 


Young, Bria 


'SOWE? “You Shook Me Ai 


“I don't give a fuck if people believe me or 
not, but something washed through me 
and went, ‘It’s all right, son, it’s all right’ 
This kind of calm. I'd like to think it was 
Bon, but I can't, because I’m too cynical.” 

Spiked with a swaggering Angus Young 
riff and promoted via an outrageously 
erotic video brimming with leather-clad, 
be-zippered lovelies, “You Shook Me 
All Night Long” gave AC/DC their first 
American hit, propelling its parentalbum, 
Back in Black, to multiplat- 
inum status. 

The song has subse- 
quently proven to have 
legsaslongasthe women 
in its video and has tran- 
scended its genre and 

inspired a_ bewildering 
range of covers (including 
animpassioned makeover 
by Tori Amos, an unholy 
duet between Anastacia 
and Celine Dion, and a 
glossy pop treatment by 
Mrs. “Mutt” Lange her- 
self, Shania Twain). And, 
of course, no bar jukebox or 
strip club has been the same 
since, [2] 


LFL. 


Featuring hit songs by: 


U2, Fall Out Boy, Gorillaz, All-American Rejects, Rihanna, Nickelback, 


Run DMC, Foo Fighters, Nirvana, Madonna, Alice in Chains, Culture 
Club, Duran Duran, Wham!, Radiohead, ZZ Top and many more... 
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Turn the volume up on your next get-together. Battle it out, 
sing a duet or just go solo with hundreds of hit songs, great 
artists and real music videos. From pop to rock to ’80s 
and more, everybody shines on a SingStar mic. So get your 
party started. With SingStar, it’s bound to hit the charts. 
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ASKBLENDER’ 


Solving Your Pop Conundrums Since 2001 


There seem to be a lot of reall 
dumb band names cropping up lately. 
Should we worry about running out 


of cool ones anytime soon? 


Steve Boylein, Philadelphia 


Between PANIC! AT THE DISCO and the 
Red Jumpsuit Apparatus, we can see 
why you might think so. But accord- 
ing to Blender’s completely unscientific 
analysis, we should be safe for at least a 
few trillion millennia. 

Linguists estimate that the typical 
educated English speaker has a vocabu- 
lary of about 20,000 words. Ifyou figure 
thatthe average band has about 2.5 words 
in its name, that makes for a total of— 
um, a whole heckuvalot of potential band 
names. (It's a number with over 75,000 
digits.) Subtract at least 99.9999 per- 
cent because they won't make any sense, 
and you've still got a number followed by 
something like 70,000 zeros. Even ifonly 
1 percent of those names are cool, that’s 
enough to lasta long, long time. 


Panic! At the 
Disco: Can you 
spare an ascot? 


OK, I'm stumped. Why the heck is 
R. KELLY not in jail yet? 


Felipe Solis, Enid, OK 


R. Kelly has been awaiting trial since 


June 2002 on charges of 21 counts of 


child pornography, after the circula- 
tion of a now-infamous video allegedly 
showing him having sex with (and pee- 
ing on) a 14-year-old girl. (Prosecut- 
ers later reduced the counts to 14.) The 
ensuing five-year holdup can partly be 
explained by some bizarre delays: Last 
July the presiding judge had to be hos- 
pitalized after falling off'a ladder, and in 
February Kelly was rushed to the emer- 
gency room when his appendix burst at 
a Super Bow] afterparty in Miami, caus- 
ing another postponement. 

But the Pied Piper seems to be in no 
hurry to get the proceedings over with. 
Kelly’s crack legal team—he thanks 17 
attorneys in the liner notes to his new 
album—has filed some 25 or 30 time- 


(*) 


Ask Blender 
askblender@ 
blender.com 
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15th Floor, New 


York, NY 10018 


Please include 
your first and 
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hometown and 
your state or 
province. 


62 “They've given me a second chance, the artist in the ambulance.” 


That new Michael Moore movie got me wondering: 
Do rock stars have health insurance? 


Keri Shapiro, Birmingham, AL 


Some of them do. According to Trevor Silmser, a longtime man- 
ager for several major-label bands, as soon as a musician signs 
to a label, he or she is eligible to join AFTRA, a labor union that 
represents artists and entertainers. Among the services AFTRA 
offers is a health-insurance plan. 

But others aren’t so lucky. The high-risk lifestyle of (stereotyp- 
ical) rock stars—sucking down booze, drugs and smokes; rare- 
ly sleeping; having indiscriminate sex—pretty much guaran- 
tees that no insurance company will ever cover them, at least not 
without a deductible the size of a Marshall stack. And when long- 
time musical journeymen get sick with cancer or some other dis- 
ease, they often have no way to foot the bill. Are you listening, 
Barack Obama? 


TET eee 


sucking motions, inexorably slowing the 
process, and Kelly has so far declined to 
exercise his right to a speedy trial. And 
courtroom insiders speculate that the 
defense is stalling so that the alleged vie- 
tim will be older and less sympathetic 
to a jury, while a representative for the 
R&B star says, “No one wants this over 


more than Mr. Kelly.” Either way, as of 


this writing, no trial date had been set. 


| recently heard something about an 
old B}]ORK/MADONNA beef. What's 


Briana Rhodes, Hamtramek, MI 

Well, “beet” might be a bit of an over- 
statement; women who wear swan 
dresses aren't usually the drive-by type. 
gut something seems to have gone 
down in 1994, when Bjork was asked to 
write lyrics fora track that would even- 
tually become Madonna's “Bedtime 
Story.” Bjork agreed; some believe that 
the song (which she titled “Let’s Get 


Unconscious”) was her own satirical 
critique of Madonna's songwriting. 
When it came time to record the 
song, Madonna asked Bjork to sing 
backup. She declined. Rumor has it 
Madge was none too pleased and that 
she exacted her (admittedly playful) 
revenge in her “Human Nature” video, 
in which she ties up and whips a Bjork 


look-alike. 


WATER 
ME, 
PLEASE! 


LOVE; MICHAEL DABIN/POLARIS; MADONNA: MITCHELL GERBER/CORBIS; BJORK: STEVE DOUBLE /RETNA UK; PANIC! AT THE DISCO: JASON NOCITO. 
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Find one of the most anticipated albums of the year at Best Buy.” Zeitgeist from 
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Rihanna: 
Swiffer? We 
hardly even 
know her! 
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kiley 


The L.A. indie squad pays homage to Stevie Nicks—and Jenna speed 
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REBECGASCHWEDNER; LOCATION: OTMFC STUDIO. ON JENNY 
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GELDBACH FOR REX; HAIR: IAN JAMES FOR THE WALL GROUP? r 
ENCIAGA: PANTS: DUNLOP. ON JASON: JACKET: WAYNE HADLEY: 


From left: Jenny 
Lewis, Pierre de 
Reeder, Jason Boesel 
and Blake Sennett. 


SET DESIGN: JAMIE DEAN FOR MONTAGE; STYLING: VANESSA 


VINTAGE DRESS. ON PIERRE: SHIRT: J. LINDBERG: VE 
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IT’S A SUNNY Wednesday in Silver Lake, Los Angeles’s premier yupster neighborhood, and Rilo 
Kiley frontwoman Jenny Lewis is talking about porn. The 31-year-old—with her copper hair, 
Audrey Hepburn-in-a-thrift-store fashion sense and voluptuous voice—has become a sex 
symbol to a legion of lust-deprived indie-rock fanboys, but it’s important to note that she’s not 
reflecting on a scandalous chapter from her past. Nor is any hanky-panky between her and her 
boyfriend, 24-year-old singer-songwriter Johnathan Rice, about to hit YouTube. (Although ifyou 
search for it, there is a clip of Lewis checking out the Paris Hilton tape and recoiling in horror.) 


0) Rilo Kiley 


Rather, she’s talking about the inspiration for Under the Blacklight, the fourth, 
best and unquestionably naughtiest Rilo Kiley album. Blacklight’s summery, sul- 
try songs are populated with down-and-out characters doing it, buying it and sell- 
ing it, often in the San Fernando Valley, where Lewis was raised. “I don’t watch 
pornography,’ she says. “But itis a billion-dollar industry that happens to be cen- 
tered in Van Nuys, where I grew up. I wasn’t directly linked to it, but I always 
sensed it. Iremember walking up the boulevard and there’s a car dealership and 
there's asex shop—and I’m on my way 
tojunior high!” 

“Your mind went to some pret- 
ty seedy places for this album,” drum- 
mer Jason Boesel interjects with 
admiration. 

“It totally did,” Lewis agrees with 
agrin. Letathousand bloggers’ hearts 
race! 

Down and dirty is a new M.O. for 
Rilo Kiley, The band formed in 1998, 
a few years after Lewis met and fell 
for pocket-sized Blake Sennett, a fel- 
low child actor also in the midst of 
the career dry spell known as “aging.” 
Sennett encouraged Lewis—the 
daughter of Las Vegas nightclub 
performers and a former costar to such cinematic luminaries as Shelley Long 
and Fred Savage—to trade acting for singing. (Bassist Pierre “Duke” de Reeder, 
Sennett’s friend since high school, was in from the get-go; Boesel joined later.) Rilo 
Kiley’s early albums—2001's Take Offs and Landings and 2002's The Execution 
of All Things—were modest showcases for Sennett’s deft songcraft and Lewis's 
developing lyrical voice. Together, they hopped genres like turnstiles while Lewis 


Jenny Lewist 
Killer at 
Hollywood 
Squares. 


| plumbed deeply personal emotional terrain (and often cursed like a sailor), add- 


ing arefreshingly feminist touch to the staid boys’ club of indie rock. But by 2004's 


| breakthrough More Adventurous, Lewis and Sennett were no longer a couple and 


the album was dominated by her own twangy torch songs. Sennett was left with 
no outlet for his songs—or his frustrations. “We've always had a tumultuous rela- 
tionship,’ Lewis says carefully. “But when you break up and don’t allow yourself 
the time and space to recover—you re forced to be on the road and make records 
together—things can get quite tense.” 

Tensions came to a head in 2005 while opening for Coldplay. The band found 
themselves performing their set in faceless sheds to an audience of, in Sennett’s 
words, “11-year-old kids and their moms 
eating nachos. It really took the wind out of 
our sails.” Making matters worse, Coldplay 
chose to flyin to every dateand fly outimme- 
diately afterward, leaving Rilo Kiley with no 
one to hang out with but each other. “There 
was no Apple, no Gwyneth,” Sennett jokes. 
“Just visions of Chris Martin scampering 
away in a cloud of money.” After playing 
Madison Square Garden, where the band 
met the Olsen twins backstage, the mem- 
bers of Rilo Kiley simply walked away from the gig—and one another. “There was 
no plan,” Sennett says. “It was just like, ‘Well, see you ina year!” 

During that time off, Sennett released and toured his second album of solo 
songs as the Elected, while Lewis called in guest spots from friends like Bright 


“MAKING OUR 

NEW RECORD 

WAS LIKE TANTRIC 
SEX.” 


| Eyes’ Conor Oberst and Death Cab for Cutie’s Ben Gibbard on Rabbit Fur Coat, a 


firecracker ofa solo debut that melded country, folk and soul, and found its way 
onto more than a few best-of-the-year lists. “It can be freeing to play music and 
have it be exactly what you want,’ she says. “In Rilo Kiley, nothing comes easy for 
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us.” Despite whispers to the contrary, both Sennett 
and Lewis insist that re-forming the band was 
never in question. “We weren't finished with each 
other musically,’ she says. But the break improved 
relations within the group, at least according to 
Boesel, whose occasional eyebrow raises suggest 
years of being caught in the middle of egos, if not 
flying objects. 

It also improved things 
musically. Produced by Dr. Dre 
protégé Mike Elizondo, Under 
the Blacklight’s 11 songs—rang- 
ing from the bass-heavy hip-pop 


sweet electro hymn “Give a Little 
Love’—are lean, danceable and, 
as promised, seedy. “Our records 
have been more cerebral in 
the past,” Sennett says. “But 
this time we explored the hell 
out of stuff. It was like Tantric 
sex—just constant foreplay!” 
Classic “California” albums like 
Fleetwood Mac's Rumours were 
held up as guideposts, both for their sounds and 
their ways of transforming interpersonal turmoil 
into art. “It’s avery Los Angeles record,” Lewis says. 
“If you were to drive to the San Fernando Valley, 
you'd see more than a few of the characters from the 
songs walking down the boulevard.” 

Lewis now seems comfortable with her posi- 
tion of power within the group. Eight of the album's 
eleven songs were written entirely by her (the only 
co-creation with Sennettis the aptly named, surpris- 
ingly sunny single “Breakin’ Up”), and she currently 
claims “veto power” over the band’s output. In the 
past she'd defer to Sennett in the studio, and once, 
in order to nail a tricky vocal, she even resorted 
to recording an entire song in the nude. Now, the 
singer says with a laugh, “it’s much easier for me 
to get to the naked place. In fact, I was naked the 
whole time.” 


of “Silver Lining” to the bitter- | 


She's joking, but there is plenty of flesh on dis- | 


play in the video for “The Moneymaker,’ the album’s 


stomping, squealing centerpiece. Leaked to the | 


Internet in early July, the 12-minute clip (directed | 


by Lewis and photographer Autumn de Wilde) fea- 
tures the band first interviewing then cavorting 
with actual porn stars named Tommy Gunn and 
Faye Runaway. Reaction from the band’s faithful— 
both to the video's content and Lewis's reinvention 


as a cleavage-baring, golf-club-fondling, ’70s-rock- | 


style howler—has been mixed. “Oh, I'd say the fans’ 
response has been revolt, kind of like the third day 
in the Superdome,’ says Lewis with a laugh. “But it’s 
agood thing. Most people would prefer me to weara 
giant sack that says INDIE ROCK while the boys dress 
up as flowers behind me. Which is obviously never 
going to happen.” 


LEWIS: RANDALL SLAVIN. 


<< 


FREEDOM IS POWER. 


Sf The all-new 197-hp Civic Si Sedan from Honda. Reverse your thinking. (¥) 


honda.com 1-800-33-Honda Shown with available Honda Satellite-Linked Navigation System!" ©2006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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* PIMP MY HUFFY 


Scraper hikes 

Inspired by the Bay 

Area hyphy scene's 

scraper cars (boxy, 

late~80s models 

with huge rims and 

customized paint 

jobs), these two- 9) neec 
wheelers are souped- : 
up with bright colors 

and pinwheel-style 

adornments that | 

mimic the look of | 

real rims. All the 

flash at a fraction of 

the price (cup hold- \ 

ers optional). 


» MASH NOTES he ar’ 
The Hood Internet | 


Always wanted 

to hear Cam’ron’s 
fellatio raps over 

the Flaming Lips’ 
whacked-out future- 
folk? How about 

R. Kelly horndog- 
ging along to Broken 
Social Scene? 
Further breaking 
down the barriers 
between indie rock 
and rap, this Web 
site provides a steady 
stream of unlikely 
mash-ups that work 
improbably well. 


« THE ODD COUPLE 


Vanessa Carlton 
and Irv Gotti 


It sounds like an 
after-school buddy 
flick on the Disney 
Channel: White- 
bread piano-pop 
songbird partners 
with recently acquit- 
ted gangsta-rap 
impresario ... hilar- 
ity and life lessons 
ensue. See if it works 
when Carlton’s new 
album, executive- 
produced by the 
man who brought 
you Ja Rule, drops in 
October. 


Flight of the Conchords 


The freshest Kiwis this side of 
the produce section 


Flight of the Conchords are Bret 
McKenzie and Jemaine Clement—two 
hilariously deadpan alt-comics who 


call themselves “New Zealand’s fourth | 


most popular folk-parody duo.” 

Years of hapless gigging (McKenzie 
played a minor elf in Lord of the 
Rings; Clement starred in Outback 
Steakhouse commercials) have finally 
paid off: Their eponymous HBO show 
is airing this summer in the prime, 
post-Entourage slot, and their album 
of faux-soul duets drops this fall. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: THE ADDITION OF 
KYLE GASS 


“How do you 
pee in this 
thing?” 


Halo 3 


In space, no one can hear 
you frag 


Halo 3 continues the heartwarming 
story of the Master Chief, a gun-toting 
warrior from the future with a suit of 
green spaceman armor and a heart of 
gold. While blasting the bad guys is 
fun, Halo’s real staying power comes 
from the millions of gamers logging 
into Microsoft’s Xbox Live service 

to compete in all-out online death 
matches. New gear, from bubble 
shields to antigravity man-cannons, 
keeps it feeling like the first time. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: GETTING REPEATEDLY 
OWNED BY A 10-YEAR-OLD IN WISCONSIN 


Ue ICE CUBE’S ACTING CAREER ... LONDON-OLYMPICS LOGO ... SMASHING PUMPKINS’ ONSTAGE TUNICS ... CHILDREN ON LEASHES ... 
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* CABLE KILLER 


Vbs.tv 


Overseen by creative direc- 
tor Spike Jonze (Being 


John Malkovich), this is the 


broadband Internet channel 
for people too cool to own 

a television. Subjects for 
recent shows include toxic 
pollution in Brooklyn and 
West Virginia, sitting in ona 
practice session with Regina 
Spektor and tailing Iraq’s 
“only heavy-metal band,” 
Acrassicauda. 


~ REBEL, REBEL 
Against Me! 
A lefty punk band this 
awesome comes around only 
once in a failed war. After 
years of begging for food and 
playing anarchist squats, 
this Clash-like Gainesville, 
Florida, foursome has just 
released a major-label debut, 
New Wave, that’s like a 
brick through an office-park 
window. 


* DESIGNER DRUG DUDS 


Cassette Playa 

Cassette Playa is the nom de 
fashion of Carri Mundane, 
a 26-year-old London 
designer who has styled 
M.I.A. and the Klaxons in 
trippy, kaleidoscopic neon 
swatches. Mundane calls 
the look “aceeeed [read: 

acid ] sartorialism’—which 
basically means “this is your 
brain on drugs.” 


* KLEPTO VIDEO 


TV Links 


It's 11 A.M. on a Tuesday, 
and you wanna watch Bio- 
Dome—bad. Just Google 
the phrase “TV links” and 
click through the first few 
results. You should quickly 
find a Web site—so clan- 
destine the URL constantly 
changes—where you can 
stream TV shows, cartoons 
and, yep, movies. Think of it 


as an invaluable archive ... or 


Netflix for thieves! 


Brazilian porn that won't set you back $19.95 a month 


This Sao Paolo electro-pop crew can’t get over how hot they are. Their 2006 

debut, Cansei de Ser Sexy, translates as “tired of being sexy,’ their lynxlike singer 

calls herself Lovefoxxx and they shout/pant smut like, “Suck suck suck my art- 

hole!” At this year’s Coachella, Ms. Foxxx gushingly rhapsodized about meet- 

ing Paris Hilton like a Make-A-Wish kid who just got a high five from LeBron 
James; their subsequent set was a smashingly filthy good time. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: A LONG COLD SHOWER 


92 Natasha Bedingfield | 
British pop princess who loves children 2 

and Fesus, but not underwear lie 
With her girl-next-door sweetness, peppy 

R&B tunes and diaristic songwriting, this y 
26-year-old cutie is the U.K/’s Gwen Stefani. 
A Christian-pop star in her youth, she’s since 
branched out, partying with Diddy and 
reportedly going pantyless at this year’s 
Concert for Diana. That mix of playful- 

ness and piety is all over the hilarious 
“I Wanna Have Your Babies,” about 
ruining first dates by admitting 
she wants kids “springing up 
like daisies.” Is America ready 
for such harrowing realness? 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: 
ACTUALLY HAVING 
BABIES 


Waiting to rumble 
with the Glasgow 
Crips. 


CURSE Mra VM BROOKE HOGAN'S ASSLESS DENIM CHAPS ... JOHN FROM CINCINNATI... DRM ... DUIs ... OVERSIZE SUNGLASSES ... 
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cai cherzi 


The léad Pussycat Doll, nowsold separately 


It was inevitable that Nicole Scherzinger, the 2 
Pussycat Dolls, would make a solo album. After al 
that anyone not counting PCD’s parents and fan cl 
Nicole, out in October, features collaborations with T 
a second Pussycat Dolls album is already in the work 


2-old frontwoman for multiplatinum pp sextet the 
midriff-flaunting, pan-ethnic beauty is the only Doll 


uld pick out of a lineup. Scherzinger’s Her Name Is J 


i}.i.am and Akon. On the off-chanée it isn’t a smash, 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: GLOBAL SHORTAGE OF BELLY SHIRTS 
Photograph by MARTIN SCHOELLER 
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Eugene Hutz 


The Ukrainian-born GOGOL BORDELLO 
frontman learns the downside of 
hotness, courtesy of Blender 


Is it hot in here or is it just you? 

It’s rapid-fire, baby. It’s rapid-fire 
all over the place wherever we 
go—literally and allegorically. 


your memory. Plus, I drank 
three-quarters bottle of red wine 
right before I went out, 


Hot synonym for “hot”? How did I 
get tricked into this? I’m a doer, 
baby, not a car salesman. 


Um, can you explain that a little 
more? Well, you want to talk 
about something hot. The 
word rapid-fire came to mind. 
{ Blender expresses confusion. ] 
Don’t quote me in straightened- 
out quotes, ‘cause what I say 

is how I talk. I am not in need 
to be put in correct syntax or 
sentences. 

What's the downside of being so 


darn hot? Oh, lord, did my publi- 
cist actually sign me up for this? 


Hot pickup line? I don’t want 
people stealing my lines. I need 
that to work for me, man. 


Hot body part? Oh, fuck. This 
whole thing has to get canceled. 
This is the corniest interview I’ve 
ever done. 


What's your fallback plan for when 
you lose your hotness? I don’t have 
any. Plan B is your surest way to 


failure. 
What's your advice to those who mn we 


aspire to hotness? Lots of mani- 
cures and pedicures. But all my 
time is taken up by hair care— 
it’s obvious from my Eastern 
European mullet, executed with 
pair of pliers. 


Hot or not: Lindsay Lohan? Who is 
that? I live in a different world, 
you know. 


Mustaches? They ve always 
been hot. Just take a look 
at my brothers: Charlie 
Chaplin, Freddie Mercury, 
Frank Zappa. 
Scary-skinny celebrities? 
I'm a bit more old- 
fashioned—gotta have 
some ass. The big-booty 
bitches, man. 


Performing with Madonna 
at Live Earth? Definitely 
hot. I have very little 
memories of it, because 
the adrenaline rush 

of playing in front of 
70,000 people destroys 


“MUSTACHES 
HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN HOT.” 


84 . cet Low (post) 
Atlanta Krunk 


The Continental 
Basketball Association's 
newest ballers have the 
best nickname in sports, a 
fly purple-and-black logo 
and shelves upon shelves 
of Gatorade-filled pimp 
cups (OK, maybe not that 
last one). Crunky bonus: 
The team’s majority owner 
is former C+C Music 

factory rapper Freedom 
Williams. Consider your- 
selves warned, Yakama 
Sun Kings! 


83. motan macic 
Tooth Tunes 


The most rock & roll thing 
to happen to dental care 
since nitrous oxide, this 
microchip-equipped- 
toothbrush’s vibrating 
bristles transmit songs by 
the likes of Kelly Clarkson, 
the Black Eyed Peas and 
Kiss through your chop- 
pers and into your inner 
ear. God bless science! 


82. panos oN THE RUN 
Slacker.com 


Net radio sites that tailor 
their playlists to your 
tastes are nothing new 
(see; Pandora, Last.fm). 
But the awesome thing 
about Slacker is that it lets 
you listen to the tunes it’s 
selected for you away from 
your PC, on a soon-to-be- 
available Wi-Fi-enabled 
portable gizmo. 


BI - stoc oawe 


NahRight.com 


Among rap nerds, none 
is quite so powerful as 
Eskay, the pseudony- 
mous blogger behind this 
must-click site devoted to 
breaking hip-hop news, 
video footage and MP3 
leaks—posted before 
anyone else—of the how- 
in-God'’s-do-rag-did-he- 
get-this?! variety. 


Hey, Britney, 
let's play catch! 


> 


BRITNEY (gin 


hn 


80 Britneyspears.com 


A Web site so bonkers you can almost 
smell the brain fuses blowing 


Britney Spears’s official site is a portal into a 


pop star's mind gone kablooey. A full investiga- 
tion requires a $25 membership fee, but there’s 
no need to go any further than the homepage. 
The fun starts with the ominous warning “You'll 
Never See It My Way Because You Are Not Me” 
and continues with regularly updated tidbits like 
thinly veiled mom/ex-husband digs and Spears’s 
list of potential titles for her upcoming album 
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» RECORD GEEK’S PARADISE 
Lala.com 


Begun as a CD-trading 
service, this site 
relaunched in June as a 
more flexible alternative to 
the iTunes store, allowing 
users to upload playlists, 
recommend favorites 

and stream tracks free of 
charge. They’re also risk- 
ing Apple's ire by making 
their downloads iPod- 
compatible. Enjoy it before 
the lawsuits hit ... 


* REVOLUTION ROCK 
Tinariwen 


Naturally, they play up 
their image as rough-hewn 
rebel types—but the core 
members of this eight- 
piece Tuareg guitar army 
used to be actual guer- 
rillas. Blending Malian 
folk music and traditional 
blues into a Zep-ish brand 
of hard rock, they're the 
best band ever inspired by 
Muammad Al-Qaddafi. 


* TONY! TONY! TONY! 
Duncan Sheik 


An earnest guitar strum- 
mer once relegated to 
one-hit-wonder status for 
his decaf 1996 hit “Barely 
Breathing,” Sheik came 
roaring back this year with 
Spring Awakening, his 
award-winning Broadway 
hit about horny teenagers 
in 19th-century Germany. 
It’s official: Musical 
theater rocks! 


* NASHVILLE STAR 


Reba McEntire 


OK, so her show on the 
CW got canceled. But 
this flame-haired rodeo 
queen isn’t sitting around 
moping: Her Crossroads 
concert with Kelly 
Clarkson is burning up 
CMT, and on September 
18 she'll release Reba 
Duets, featuring such 
unlikely collaborators as 
Carole King and Justin 
Timberlake. 


The Cab 


Piano-pop youngsters with the Pete 
Wentz seal of approval 


Never mind that they recently signed to heat- 
seeking emo label Fueled by Ramen: This 
Las Vegas five-piece has more in common 
with white-boy soul fiends like Maroon 5 


and Justin Timberlake. Mere months out of 
high school, with just a single demo to their 
name, they're already starring in a new reality 
show produced by Fall Out Boy’s Pete Wentz, 
and have earned the approval of at least one 
other Sin City pop-punk crew. Says Panic! At 
the Disco frontman Brendon Urie: “They're 
going places.” 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: PUBERTY 
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Space Mountain curves. And how about that voice? 


Photograph by SHERYL NIELDS 
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73 . the mouse THAT 
RAR’ED 


RAR blogs 


These sites take 
advantage of cheap 
online storage rates 
to post huge files, 
called RARs, of entire 
albums. Blender’s 
faves include Mutant 
Sounds, Cueburn and 
iKevin Music—or 
comb them all with 
the search engine 
Shareminer. 


72 - evr power 
Battles 


This prog-y NYC four- 
some combines Tool’s 
math-rock, Tortoise’s 
postrock, and heavily 
tweaked vocals that 
sound like a chorus of 
blitzed Keebler elves. 
Huff some helium and 
sing along. 


Double 
trouble; 
The Piercesy 


71 - Hack attack 
Myspacemp3.org 
So, those songs on 
bands’ MySpace 
pages? They're actu- 
ally MP3s. You can’t 
download most of 
them from MySpace 
itself, but this back- 
door site will generate 
download links for any 
band page you like. 


70. puttin THE “FAM 
IN FAMOUS 


Cute sister acts 
These days, pop 
hotties don’t need to 
share DNA—but it 
sure doesn't hurt, as 
common-chromo- 
somed cuties Aly & 
AJ, Brick&Lace, the 
Pierces and Tegan and 
Sara all prove. 


‘afé 


Un-Fuego 


Silky-smooth R&B stalwart BRIAN MCKNIGHT couldn't be less 
hot—and couldn't care less. Attention-seekers of America, take note ... 


Hey, Brian. We were just listening to your 
songs on MySpace. You must be ready 
to kill yourself. [Laughs. ] 

They’re not that bad. But you've probably 
heard the news: You didn’t make our “Hot 
Report.” Didn't come close, really. 

No surprise. People who compile these 
lists are looking at musicians who are 
right now. And I’m just a steady guy. 
Over your 15-year recording career, 
you've worked with a lot of hot people: 
Mary J. Blige, Diddy, Justin Timberlake. 
Why didn’t their hotness rub off on you? 
I’m not trying to make publicity for 
myself. The other day I got a crazy 
speeding ticket, and the cop let me go. 
But I was about to tell him, “No, take 
me to jail!” Then I'd be edgy, and that 
would make me more famous. 


How fast were you driving? I was doing 
110 in a 55 mph construction zone, on 
the way to Vegas. 

You're a wild man, Brian McKnight! 
People have a perception that I’m 
anice ballad singer, but I do some 
crazy things. I have a Lamborghini 
Gallardo, and I did 170 in it the other 
night here on the freeway. 

How much was that Vegas speeding 
ticket? You know, I haven’t even 
checked. I can afford it. 

You've sold 16 million albums. You prob- 
ably don’t care if we think you're hot. 

I'm fine with it. I sell out all my shows. 
That’s more important to me than 
being on a hot list. I’m sitting in my 
Mediterranean villa-style house with 
a view of the entire San Fernando 
Valley. My pool guy’s here, going over 
my new remote control. I’ve got seven 
bedrooms and seven bathrooms, 
8,200 square feet in Chatsworth, 
California, which is the porno capital 
of America. 


“MY FAMILY 
DOESN'T THINK I'M 
HOT AT ALL.” 


“This is the 

hand that makes 
Quiet Storm gold, 
baby.” 


Ever thought of renting out your palace for 
a porno shoot? I know a couple of those 
guys. I told them they could use my 
house for free, but only if I get to pick 
who’ in the movie. [Laughs. ] I've been 
divorced six years. So I’m very single. 
You play nine instruments, including the 
tuba, Is anything less hot than the tuba? 
The accordion—it's a dead heat. 


How come you don't play the accordion? 
I do! 


Don’t you wish you were in our “Hot 
Report”? Not really. To be on these 

hot lists, you have to be willing to be 
scrutinized to death, and that’s not the 
greatest thing for a player, if you know 
what I mean. 

Does your family think you're hot? No, 
not at all. 

Do you think you're hot? Hotness is in | 
the eye of the beholder. People do get 
very excited when they see me. 

Since we didn’t put you in our “Hot 
Report,” you tell us: ls Blender hot? You 
must be hot. Because you're the first 
ones to call me. Rob Tannenbaum 


URE Dera a §=REUNITED: THE REAL WORLD VEGAS ... BONUS DVDS ... TORTURE PORN MOVIES ... 


MC ROVE ... DOGFIGHTING OPERATIONS ... 
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USHER 


SCENTS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


USHER 


A NEW SCENT FOR MEN 


Lift to experience > 
Usher for Men 


BETTER PHAN REAL LITE 


Resort, Spa beach, lounge... 


MAXIM 


BUNGALOWS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


for more details contact your travel agent or visit maximbungalows.com 


Brad Paisley 


If the best songwriter in Nashville is such a straight arrow, why do his songs usually 
mention backseats, dirty mags and his testicles? 


By ROB TANNENBAUM Photoxraph by JOE TORENO 


A WOODEN BARREL andsize-13 bowling shoes make forastrange 
outfit, especially when it’s 113 degrees outside. The summer 
heat has turned the Phoenix valley into a geographical armpit. 
Wireless mics spaz out at sound check and his bus generator 
has steamed over in protest, but Brad Paisley keeps a smile on 
his lower lip the way other country singers keep alump of Skoal. 
He looks at the chubby guy in the barrel, who's backstage to get 
an autograph. “Hey, buddy. You lose abet?” Paisley quips. 

Incountry music, Paisley is 
considered The Funny One, a 
great comic songwriter whose 
new CD, 5th Gear, is full of 
heartache ballads and witty 
yarns, including this lusty backwoods pickup line: “Id like to walk you through 
a field of wildflowers/And I'd like to check you for ticks.” He does follow a tradi- 
tion of funny twangsters that goes back to Buck Owens, Roger Miller and Johnny 
Cash, but that description isn’t fair to Paisley. He’s also The One Who Plays Shit- 
Hot Lead Guitar. As well as The Former Child Prodigy. Not to mention The One 
Who's Married to a Hot Actress (Though You Couldn't Tell It by the Battlestar 
Galactica T-shirt He's Wearing Right Now). 

Paisley can get away with being goofy, and even with going Hollywood, 
because he’s so deeply trained in country. He grew up in Glen Dale, West Virginia, 
in the Ohio Valley, amid chemical plants, power plants, steel plants and bad air. 
By the age of 10, he was fronting a band: Brad Paisley and the C-Notes, named for 
the modest size of their performance fee. Everyone else in the group was in their 
50s, and they tutored him in music history, from Frank Sinatra to Chet Atkins. 
“It was a bit ofa novelty act, and I gota lot of mileage out of that,” he admits. Their 
first show was for drunken firemen at a Christmas party. Other gigs quickly arose: 
mother/daughter banquets, VFW and 
FOP halls and, in autumn, pumpkin 
festivals. By 11, he rarely had a week- 
end off. His dad, who worked for the 
Department of Highways, doubled as a 
chauffeur and roadie. 

His childhood performing experi- 
ence, unlike that of, say, Britney Spears, 
led him to prize sobriety. “Onstage in a 
bar, you don’t see the good effects of aleo- 
hol. Glen Dale is asmall town—two traf- 
fic lights—so I'd watch these adults I 
knew getting blitzed. [remember thinking, / don't want to be thatidiotic.’ Now, at 
34, he rarely drinks and has never smoked marijuana. “I’m sure you brought some 
with you,” he deadpans, “but I’m gonna keep this streak going a little bit.” 

As the tiniest guitar ace in northern West Virginia, he was prey for local cou- 
gars. “I hope my parents don't read this, But I remember when I was 13 and we 
were playing an outdoor festival; this woman came up, she'd been drinking and 
she wasn’t all that attractive. I remember her exact words: ‘If you ever need lovin, 
you call me.’ Which is so country, isn’t it?” 
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“KIDS WOULD MAKE 
FUN OF ME BECAUSE 
| PLAYED COUNTRY 
MUSIC.” 


82 Blender.com 


Paisley (it's his real name, and it’s Scottish) felt 


comfortable onstage but “completely out of place” in | 
school. “I was very shy, and kids would make fun of | 
me because | played country music. I had to learn 


some rock songs to keep from getting complete- 
ly ridiculed. I could play ‘Layla’ or ‘Cocaine; so they 
thought I was cool.” 

In the early 90s, country music became more 
popular, and so did Paisley. On a first date, he took 
a girl to see Father of the Bride, a broad roman- 
tic comedy starring 20-year-old ingenue Kimberly 
Williams in the title role (the bride, that is, not the 
father). Paisley kept dating the girl, but less than a 
month after he moved to Nashville in August 93, she 
hooked up with his best friend. The first of his five 
albums came out in ’99 (and included two of his 15 
Top 10 country hits), but while Father of the Bride 
Part IT was playing, he did “a pathetic thing’—he 
went back to the same theater, hoping his ex would 
also show up. She didn’t, but he left with a crush 
on Williams. Through a friend, he got her contact 
information, and—if you think this is a little sleazy, 
you're right—tried to hire her for a music video. 
Then he agreed to be on Hollywood Squares, just to 
fly to L.A. and meet Williams, who is now Kimberly 
Williams-Paisley, mother of 6-month-old William 
Huckleberry Paisley. 


Since their 2003 wedding, she’s been a regu- | 


lar on the fat-guy-with-a-thin-wife ABC comedy 
According to Jim and starred in We Are Marshall as 
the wife of Matthew McConaughey, who had been 
named People magazine's Hottest Bachelor. Does 
Paisley mind watching his wife's kissing scenes? “It 
depends on what it pays,” he shrugs. 

Much of his new album was inspired by his 
love of early-80s Dire Straits and Van Halen: “The 
high school outlook of those records, the funness of 
them —ifthat’s a word.” (Sorry, Brad: It’s not.) There's 
aclear theme, too. In the first song, he refers to back- 
seat sex. The next, “Ticks,” is about groping. It’s fol- 
lowed by atrack that mentions a three-way and then 
one that mentions Playboy and backseat sex again. 
In the fifth song, we're introduced to Brad’s testicles. 
That's followed by asong about a drunken hookup. 

“It's funny, I never thought about any of that,” 
Paisley says after briefly protesting his innocence. 
“You're exactly right.” So is he, in addition to his other 
distinguishing titles, The One Who's a Pervert? 

“Brad ‘The Pervert’ Paisley,” he muses. “The Van 
Halen influence is coming out, obviously.” 


Brad Paisley 
prepares to © 
record Mounted 
Talking Bass — 
Duets I. 


Prince 


Halfway to 100, and still blowing minds 


Playing the Super Bowl and Las Vegas in the same year is supposed to show you're 
getting lamer, not cooler. But the Purple Avenger’s career has always been a mystery, 
and this spring he followed up his crazy-hot 50-yard-line guitar freakout by rocking 
the Sin City strip without a shred of self-parody. (OK, maybe a shred.) At 49, his last 
couple of surprisingly good albums even suggest that Dylan-like old-age awesomeness 
may be in the cards. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: FREQUENT CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


Rock-rap 
Deep down, everybody just wants to be Tommy Lee 


Sparked by the guitar-slashing anthem “Party Like a 
Rockstar” from Atlanta rappers Shop Boyz, this once- 
maligned genre is making a legitimate return—only this 

time it’s the hip-hop dudes crossing over. R. Kelly enlisted 

Kid Rock to provide some hellish squeals on the hair-metal- 
worthy “Rock Star,” and Avril snagged Lil Mama for a remix of 
her hit “Girlfriend.” Somewhere, Jam Master Jay is smiling. 


Shop Boyz: “No 
brown M&Ms.” 


* OBAMA MAMA 
Leah Kauffman 


This 21-year-old Temple 
University junior is the voice 
behind the viral video smashes 
“My Box in a Box” and “I 

Got a Crush on Obama.” The 
introspective piano songs on 
her MySpace page are a little 
more Kucinich, but she’s still 

a genius. 


» DOUCHE-BAG'S DELIGHT 
Deluxe concert packages 


Hey, loaded Boomer! Wanna 
rock out at your favorite music 
fest but hate mixing with— 
ugh—commoners? Get an 
ultra-VIP ticket for just a few 
grand more! Two high-end 
tickets for Lollapalooza are 
$1,700; the Hamptons’ five- 
concert Social is a mere $15K. 


« NUIICE FOLLOW-UP 
The Bruno movie 


How will Sacha Baron Cohen 
follow Borat? With another 
faux documentary—this one 
starring Bruno, a flamboyantly 
gay Austrian fashion reporter. 
Expect more nonsense catch- 
phrases and more suckers 
duped into saying hysterically 
stupid shit on camera. 


* COMIN’ AT YA 
3-D 
Thanks to advances in digital 
projection, 3-D filmmaking is 
moving beyond cheesy horror 
flicks. A-listers like Steven 
Spielberg, Peter Jackson and 
James Cameron are releas- 
ing 3-D films in the next two 
years; concert flick U2 3D is 
due in spring 2008. 


*PW+ AS = ¥ 4EVA 


Pete and Ashlee 


Move over, Beyoncé and Jay: 
Pop has a new power couple. 
Fall Out Boy’s Pete Wentz, 
28, and Ashlee Simpson, 

22, started dating last year; 
they've already lasted longer 
than John and Jessica. Good 
luck, you crazy kids! 


URL Gra Ya 6ITUNES HOLDOUTS (C'MON ALREADY, RADIOHEAD)... ANOREXIA ... TANOREXIA ... HONKY-TONK BADONKADONK ... 


PRINCE ILLUSTRATION: SEAN MCCABE, SOURCE IMAGE: GARY ROTHSTEIN/ICON SMI/RETNA; SHOP BOYZ: ZACH WOLFE: WENTZ AND SIMPSON: BRIAN ACH/WIREIMAGE. 
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adidas Originals. 


To find out more, go to myspace.com/concertsforlife 


ADVERTISEMENT 


oe. 
Get all the info you need to rock out coast2coast at 
ae Blender.com/Coast2Coast 
Ae i" 
and } 
myspace.com/concertsforlife 


“CONCERTS FOR A LIFETIME SWEEPSTAKES” OFFICIAL RULES - NO PURCHASE REQUIRED HOW TO ENTER: To enter, follow the links at http://www blender.com to the contests age to reach the official entry form, Then filin yournname. home address, e-mail address, and date of birth end hit the SEND button. No Purchase Required. Sweepstakes 
2007. Only one entry per person and per e-mail address will be accepted. Duplicate entries will be disregarded. In the event of conflict, prize will be awarded to the owner of the e-eeail address, Use of automated entry devices or programs ts prohibited. Any attempts to access the site via a bot script or other brute-force attack will result in that IP ad- 
for any incorrect or inaccurate entry information, human error, technical malfunction, failures, ossission, interruption, deletion, or defect ef any telephone network, Computer on-line systems, computer equipment, servers, access providers, or software, including arty injury or damage to participants’ or any other persons’ computers telating to or re- 
tampering, destruction, or unauthorized aocess to, or alteration of entries; entry submissions that are processed late or incorrectly or are incomplete, garbled, or lost due to computer or electronic malfunction or traffic Congestion on the Internet or any website. Proof of entering information at website is not considered proof of delevery or receipt, All 
and | or deceptive entries or accownts shall render entry ineligible, WINNER SELECTION: One (1) Grand Prize Winner will be selected in a random drawing ofall eligible entries recefved, on or about November 26, 2007. The selection of the winning entry shall be within the sole discretion of the Sweepstakes Entities, whose decisions shall be final 

of the United States, 18 years of age or older as of date of entry. Employees of Dennis Publishing, Inc. Foot Locker Retail, inc. and adidas Promotional Retail Operations, Inc., (collectively “Sweepstakes Entities”) o¢ any of their respective parent companies, subsidiaries and affiates, and their families, are net ehgible to participate. All federal, state 
event that the Sweepstakes is challenged by any legal or regulatory authority, Sweepstakes Entities reserve the right to discontinue or modity the Sweepstakes, or to disqualify participants residing in the affected feographic areas. In such event, Sweepstakes Entities shall have no lability to any entrants who are disqualified due to such an action. 
of the Sweepstakes Entities, which shall be final, binding and conclusive on all matters. Grand Prize Winner and guest must be available to travel on ‘any dates selected within the sole and absobate discretion of the Sweepstakes Entities pursuant to two weeks’ advance notice. PRIZES/VALUES: Grand Prize (I): Grand Prize Winner will recebve a 

of Sweepstakes Entities; redemption / use of voucher will be subject to availability and will be subject to entertainment ticket ‘agency's rules and regulations), Approximate retail value of the Grand Prize ts $20,000, All expenses not specifically referred to berein (including but not kmited to transportation to and accommodations in the location of 
regulations apply. Taxes, if any, are solely the responsibility of the winner, No substitution, transfer, assignment or cash equivalent of prize permitted, except that Sweepstakes Entities may substitute any prize of equal or Greater value for any reason. Failure to return any required documentation so as 10 be received within fourteen (14) days of prize 
be chosen in a random drawing ofall eligible entries, NOTIFICATION/TERMS: Winners will be notified by electronic mail and/or regular mail. Winners’ names may also be posted at http://blender.com, and/or in BLENDER Magazine, If Sweepstakes Entities are unable to contact the Winner to Notify the winmer that he or she has been selected as the 
the prize wil be forfeited and awarded to an alternate. Winner may be required to execute and return an affidavit of eligibility / release of ability and Publicity release so as fo be received within fourteen (4) days of issuance of notification. Fallure to comply with these requirements will result in the award of the prizes to an alternate, The return 
Sweepstakes Entities are mot responsible for delays in delivery, Entry constitutes winner's permission to print and/or post the winner's name in BLENDER. Magazine and/or on the world wide web, and winner's consent to use his/her name, photograph, and/or voice fecerdings and likenesses for advertising or publicity purposes, in all media, without 
and construed in accordance with New York law, and the venue for all controversies will be exclusively in state or federal court in New York, New York, All federal, state and local taxzs are exclusively the responsibilty of the winner, RELEASE OF LIABILITY: All entrants incliding the winners hereby release the Sweepstakes Entities and their respective 
associated with the development and execution of this Sweepstakes from any and all isbiity with respect to, or in any way artsing from, this Sweepstakes and/or award, acceptance of use of the prize, including liability for personal injury, death, damages, or monetary loss, and including the risks of travel and of attendance at public events, PRIVACY. 
Inc.'s privacy policy and terms of service located at www blender.com. Additionally, by opting into specific offers from the Sweepstakes Entities, your personal information will be subject to each entity's respective privacy policies and you agree to receive additional e-mail communications {rom those entities. WINNERS LIST: Fer the names of the win- 
1040 Avene of the Americas, (Sth Floor, New York, NY 10018 by January 31, 2008, (Vermont and Washington residents and residents of any other states where this Fequirement Is prescribed by law may omit stamp.) 


Sweepstakes Sponsor: The Sweepstakes Sponsor is Dennis Publishing, Inc., 1040 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10018. 
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Champs Sports and adidas are going 
COAST2COAST to give you 50 reasons to 
rock out! That’s right-50 complimentary 
tickets* to 50 live BLENDER APPROVED 
performances in 50 different cities 
across the U.S. Available at select 
Champs Sports retail stores with an 


adidas purchase of $50 or more. 


*While supplies last. 


COAST2COAST CORRESPONDENT 


Check out the 50 CITIES blog 
at blender.com—where a BLENDER 

music expert is logging serious 
frequent flyer miles as he heads to 
ALL 50 SHOWS to report on all the music. 


WIN CONCERTS FOR A LIFETIME! 
One winner will be set for life, with 
$20,000 worth of concert tickets! 
Log on to find out what Champs Sports 
ai _« and adidas wanna give you! 
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will run from 12:01 a.m. Eastern Time on August 20, 2007 through 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on November 21, a ND OR 
deoss becoming ineligible fo tho entre sweepstakes. Sweepstakes Entities (defined below) are nol responsible AA. PORTLA 3 
sulting from participation in this Sweepstakes; inability to access the entry website or any pages thereok theft, 
entries become the sole property of the Sweepstakes Entities and will not be returned or acknowledged. False 
Odds of winning are determined by the number of eligible entries received ELIGIBILITY: Open to legal residents 
and local laws and regulations of the United States apply. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. In the 
By entering this Sweepstakes, entrants accept and agree to be bound by these Official Rules and the decisions 
$20,000 voucher to an entertainment ticket agency (agency to be selected within sole and absolute discretion 
the respective concerts) shall be the responsibility of Grand Prize Winner. Al federal, state and local laws and 
notification will result in automatic prize forfetture. Hf prize Is forfeited for any reason, an alternate winner will 


Winner, ee if any notification ts returned as undeliverable, for any reason beyond Sweepstakes Entities’ control, 

of the affidavits/releases of liability within the allotted time shall be solely the responsibility of the winner; 

additional compensation or permission, except where prohibited by law. This Sweepstakes shall be governed by 

parents, affiliates, subsidiaries, wholesalers, retailers, officers, directors, agents, employees end all ethers 
= 
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Any personal information supplied by entrants to Dennis Publishing, Inc. will be subject to Dennis Publishing, 
ners, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Concerts for a Lifetime Sweepstakes, c/o Blender Magazine, 
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WHERE SPORT LIVES" 


Gl nine inch Nenos 
42 Entertainment 


When Trent Reznor 
wanted to create an 
apocalyptic online 
realm to complement 
his recent concept 
album, Year Zero, 

he turned to these 
alternate-reality 
experts. Using ot- 
tling torture videos 
and cryptic scripts, 42 
helped build a sales- 
boosting Internet 
buzz. Next up: the new 
Batman movie. 


60 onama cius 

Kaya 

All we've seen is the 
trailer. But if those 

two minutes are any 
indication, MTV’s new 
“scripted drama” about 
a 22-year-old rock chick 
navigating the treach- 
erous path to super- 
stardom is oversexed, 
ridiculously melodra- 
matic and almost totally 
implausible—in other 
words, awesome. 


59. crime time 


Grand Theft Auto IV 


The last GTA install- 
ment was too hot, owing 
to the hidden sex scene 
that caused a public 
outcry. Presumably, 
October’s GTA JV—set 
in a realistic stand-in 
for New York—will tone 
the naughtiness down. 
Hopefully it will still be 
violent as hell. 


58 RATED PR... FOR “ROCK"! 
NSFW music videos 


When did music 

videos become the 

new Skinemax? The 
Cribs’ “Men’s Needs” 
features a babe chop- 
ping vegetables au 
naturel, EndeverafteR’s 
“BABYx3” stars some 
randy naked school- 
girls and Operator's 
“Soulcrusher” has 
enough topless chicks to 
fill a Russ Meyer double 
feature. Where were 
these when we were 13? 


M.1.A°: “That's 
the lasttime'l 
borrow a sweater 
from Bilf Cosby.” 


MAE 
Lookstike aa@nodel, thigthetike @ fevwolutionary 


When rapper-singer Maya Arulpragasam ‘debuted with 2005's Arular, she was the coolest hip-hop 
radical since Chuck D. The London-bred daughter of a Sri Lankan militant, M.I.A. could name-drop 
the PLO and still open shows for Gwen Stefani-She recently hired Timbaland for her new album, the 
fiery Kala, and ifthe Third World block-party video for the single “BirdFlu”is any indication, political 
consciousness and pop-hottiedom needn’t:-be mutually exclusive. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: HOMELAND SECURITY 


56 Control 


The Foy Division biopic has “feel-bad hit 
of the year” written all over it 


Though they released just two albums, 
Manchester miserablists Joy Division are still 
influencing black-clad hipsters a quarter-century 
later (see: Interpol, Editors, New Balance’s Joy 
Division-themed sneakers). That’s why gloom 
lovers everywhere are anxiously awaiting Control, 
wm director Anton Corbijn’s appropriately stark 
biopic of troubled JD frontman Ian Curtis, who 
hanged himself in his kitchen at the age of 23. 


Dead ringer: : 
Sam Riley as D> POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLERS: SUNSHINE 


lan Curtis. 


NOT HOT 2007 


MLA. NICK BALLON: CONTROL: DEAN ROGERS/THE WEINSTEI 
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STYLING: LISA MICHELLE BOYD FOR THE WALL GROUP. HAIR: KEN PAVES FOR STYLE MANAGEMENT. MAKEUP: 
JJ. MANICURE: MELONIE SCHAURER. JUMPSUIT: YVES SAINT LAURENT, SHOES: CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN. 


The rapper-actress loves chick lit, James Bond and “sexy chocolate” 


Is it hot in here, or is it just you? It’s just 
me. And my short skirt. 


At what age were you least hot? 
Probably 12 or 13. I didn’t have 
much of a body, so I wasn’t filling 
out clothes the way I was supposed 
to. My bike shorts weren’t quite as 
tight as they should have been. 


Hot or not: a Spice Girls reunion? Not 
hot. They're getting up there in 
age—it’s kind of time to stop. At least 
change the name to Spice Women. 


Crocs? Not hot, but comfortable. 


Reading? Definitely hot. I just finished 
A Thousand Splendid Suns, by Khaled 
Hosseini. I also just read Eat, Pray, 
Love, which is a really dope book, and 
Shopaholic & Baby. love chick lit. 


Lindsay Lohan? Could be hot. She's 
talented and pretty—she’s just got to 
get it together. 

Troop surges? Not hot at all. Bush is an 


asshole. We need to be bringing those 
kids home. 


By JOSH EELLS 
Photograph by NICOLAS MOORE 


What's hotter: 95 degrees Fahrenheit or 

36 degrees Celsius? I think 36 Celsius? 
I'm horrible at conversions, but when 
I'm in Europe, I make it a point to try. 


Hot gizmo? Everyone I know has the 
iPhone, but I want to wait. The first 
batches aren’t usually the best batches. 


Hot insult? You can’t get worse than 
wack. If you're wack, you're wack— 
there's nothing you can do about it. 


Hot body part? I guess for me it would 
be my lips. I’ve been told they're sexy. 


Hot rumor about yourself? That I was 
dating Sean Penn. It’s not true, but 
he’s dope. 


Hot pickup line? The hottest pickup line 
is “I think you're cute; can I have your 
number?” Just be real. Don’t come 
with those R&B lyrics. 


Hot synonym for “hot”? “On fire!” But 
“hot” is hot, too. 


Hot crush? Probably Daniel Craig. I 
just did a movie with him in South 
Africa. His body is crazy, but he’s also 
one of the nicest people I’ve ever met. 
That makes him even hotter. 


Hot addiction? My weakness is always 
chocolate. I like 60 percent cocoa with 
cayenne pepper—that’s a sexy choco- 
late. I get it from a designer-chocolate 
place called Vosges. It’s sooo good. 
Seriously, it’s a problem. 


Hot presidential candidate? That’s a 
hard one, ‘cause I’m a double minor- 
ity. Do I go black, or do I go woman? 

I think the fact that we're at a point 
where both Hillary and Obama can be 
running, that’s hot. 


What advice do you have for people who 
aspire to hotness? Just be yourself. 
Being unique and loving yourself is 
hot. 


What's your fallback plan for when you 
lose your hotness? I feel like no matter 
what I do in life, Pll be hot. At some 
point I'll be hot to my husband. Then 
I'll bea hot mom. And then I'll bea 
hot grandma. 
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» WEE! 


“Shawty” songs 


This summer, you 
must be this shawt or 
shawter to ride the 
R&B train—how else 
to explain Lloyd’s 
“Get It Shawty,” 
T-Pain’s “Buy U 

a Drank (Shawty 
Snappin’)” or The 
Dream’s “Shawty is 
Da Shit”? It’s the new 
“ho,” only without 
the Imus nastiness. 


* OH, WHAT A YEAR 
Frankie Valli 


This falsetto-voiced 
’60s icon is owning 
the 2000s, too. His 
Four Seasons live on 
in the hit Broadway 
musical Jersey Boys 
and a recent box set, 
and a hipsterized 
remix of his classic 
“Beggin” just went 
Top 40 in the U.K. 


~ STILL HUNGRY 
Duran Duran 


Having outlived 

all the bands who 
hated them in the 
’80s, these glammy 
pop tarts are in 

the midst of a hip- 
hopified renaissance; 
they're teaming 
with Timbaland, 
Timberlake, et al. 
for an album due in 
November. 


* NOT IDLING 


OutKast 


After last year’s 
disappointing 
Idlewild, it looked 
like OutKast’s funki- 
est days were over. 
But then André 
started rapping 
again, dazzling on 
recent remixes by 
Rich Boy and Unk 
and reuniting with 
Big Boion a UGK 
track. Bring on the 
comeback! 


k 


Evan Rachel 
Wood 


Marilyn Manson’s Lolita 
stars in a Fab Four musical 


Even by today’s celebrity-hookup standards, it was 
a bit shocking to learn that 19-year-old actress 
Evan Rachel Wood, a blue-eyed, dewy-skinned 
beauty, had shacked up with 38-year-old goth- 
rocker Marilyn Manson. Then came the steamy 
video for Manson’s “Heart-Shaped Glasses (When 
the Heart Guides the Hand), in which the couple 
got it on—for real, rumor has it—for the camera. 
Wood appears on the big screen this month in the 
(100 percent Manson-free) Beatles musical spec- 
tacular Across the Uni 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: MANSON’S NEXT MIDLIFE CRISIS 
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‘removes redness 


fast, cool, different 


www.palms.com 


Available in the eye drop section of your local retailer. 


©2007 The Mentholatum Go, Inc, 


48 The Umbrella 
Academy 


A pasty emo geek reveals 
his even geekier side 


Before My Chemical Romance 
frontman Gerard Way was a 
rock star, he aspired to create 
comics as weird as Grant 
Morrison's misfit-filled Doom 
Patrol. Now he’s gotten his 
wish: Beginning in September, ». ‘ ! 
Dark Horse will publish GABRIEL BA 
Way’s six-issue miniseries, 

The Umbrella Academy—an 
absurdist adventure story about 
a death-haunted ex-team of 
superheroes reuniting to save 
the world. As you might expect, 
it’s also very Goth. 


WAY'S NOTEBOOK 


Vee 


“What's Wrong, 
guitar? You © 
seem distant.” 


A] Taylor Swift 


Tip your Stetson to Nashville’s blond- 
haired, blue-eyed teen sensation 


Suitors of this leggy Music City princess would be 
smart to check out her MySpace page first. Likes? 
Pickup trucks, the number 13, Law & Order: SVU. 
Dislikes? High heels and clutter. (So clean your 
rooms, boys!) The 17-year-old Swift hasn’t even 
finished her senior year, but she already has two 
Top 10 hits—the first, summer-love slow jam “Tim 
McGraw, landed her a gig opening for (you guessed 
it) Tim McGraw. Maybe her next single should be 
“A Billion Dollars and a Pony.” 


AG . KANYE KONFIDANT 


Devo Springsteen 


Subversive E Street tribute band? Not quite. This soulful 
hip-hop producer already won a Grammy for his work on 
Kanye West's “Diamonds From Sierra Leone”; he’s continu- 
ing his rise with memorable beats for Nas and Common and 
arumored collaboration with Michael Jackson. 


45. primat STREAM 
Savenetradio.org 


March rulings by the Copyright Royalty Board might soon 
bankrupt many Internet radio stations. This coalition has 
been lobbying Congress to reverse the CRB’s decision—their 
June protest won Webcasters a temporary reprieve. 
Bloggers of the world, unite! 


44. woo neces mtv? 
YouTube music blogs 


There are approximately 8 kajillion music videos on 
YouTube now. Fortunately, a handful of blogs have the 
patience to dig through them and post the good ones. The 
most prolific is visualguidanceltd. blogspot.com, featuring 
everything from Sonic Youth to the Staple Singers; also try 
videos.antville.org and findingthefilth.blogspot.com. 
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TEENAGERS: BILLA, 


GROOMING: KELLIE SAVAGE. 


“That's 


Bret Michaels 


The POISON singer turned VH1 bachelor celebratés implants, weed ant 


Photograph by CHRIS MCPHERSON 


Is it hot in here, or is it just you? A little from 
column A and a little from column B. 


At what age were you least hot? As I look 
back, the early part of my career, with my 
hair teased up to the ceiling, was not my 
finest hour. 

What's your hottest body part? I’d have to go 
with the sticky-out butt. I’ve got back! 

Is that God-given, or did you have to develop it 
over the years? No, I tried to undevelop it 
over the years. 

Hot rumor about yourself? The best one 

I read was that I was extremely well 
endowed. I’m not going to put John 
Holmes out of business, but I’m above 
average. I measured it, just to make sure I 
wasn't lying to myself. 

Hot presidential candidate? Can I go with 
Perot? He's going to have a comeback. 

Hot addiction? Besides marijuana? 


Hot deviancy? Hmm. I'm trying to think of 


just one. As a musician, I love the sound of 


fornication, but I can’t stand music play- 
ing while making love—just the sound of 
a heaving flesh pile. I need a room free of 
sound, like the back of the tour bus, or the 
backseat of a Gremlin. 

Hot or not: Lindsay Lohan? Neurotically hot. 


Amy Winehouse? Semi-hot, as long as she 
doesn’t blow snot out of her nose. I’ve seen 
pictures of her husband doing that, and it 
was not hot. 


Fake boobs? Fucking boiling. I haven't felt a 
real tit in years! 

Troop surges? I come from a military 
family. I’m a huge supporter of our troops. 
However, I think the agenda over there is a 
crock of shit. It’s a losing situation. 

Eighties bands still on tour? Hot for most of 
us. But some of us should no longer be in 
tight black leather. 


What's hotter: 95 degrees Fahrenheit or 36 
degrees Celsius? Aww, I’m gonna have to go 
to Canada for this one. Let’s see, 36 times 
two, then add 32: Celsius is hotter. 


Right answer, though your math is wrong. Hot 
gizmo? I love playing Guitar Hero on Xbox, 
but I suck at it. My 7-year-old daughter 
beats me all the time. 

Hot crush? As I get older, I kind of like a hot 
MILF. Young girls rock, but I'll never be 

a pedophile. Even in high school, I dated 
older girls. And I don’t mean 50 years 
older. 


What's your fallback plan for when you lose 
your hotness? When I'm 80, I’m going to 
soup up the Gremlin and put in a bitching 
stereo, with coaxial speakers all around. 
That's the only way I’m going to get laid 

at 80. 

Will you still be wearing tight black leather? 

Of course. Are you kidding me? nos ravneneaum 


CURe ama Wa =CONTINENTS THAT ARE NOT AFRICA ... FERGIE WRITING SONGS FOR CANDIE’S 


.. JAMES HETFIELD’S “TERRORIST” BEARD ... 


| Where Are They Now? 


Catching up with the more, um... ephemeral stars 
of “Hot Reports” past 


Lavignes-come-lately (6s, 2003) 


These Avril wannabes were all the rage in 2003, but they 
haven't fared quite as well of late. Skye Sweetnam was 
dropped by her label last year, Katy Rose is selling her CDs 
through Paypal, and the remaining two girls in Lillix—the 
rest bailed last year—are in what they're calling “a 
rebuilding stage.” So much for their happy ending ... 


Gasoline cans (#99, 2004) 


For one glorious moment, gallon-size petrol dispensers were 
the drink receptacle of choice for Dirty South clubgoers. 
(We knew their days were numbered when they were bested 
by pimp cups—#3!—the very same year.) These days 
they're mostly just used to tote, you know, gas—although 
lately, that’s nearly as expensive as Henny. 


Joel Veitch css, 2004) 


Remember the Spongmonkeys—those boggle-eyed rat-things 
that shouted silly songs in Quiznos commercials a few years 
back? Um... yeah. Well, this is the dude who made them. The 
ads were shelved, but Veitch was back in the news in January, 
settling with Coca-Cola after he claimed they ripped off one of 
his Ninja Kitten videos in a South American TV spot. 


Aubrey O'Day (21, 2005) 

The breakout star of Diddy’s Making the Band 3 sold a 
million records with her homegirls in Danity Kane and might 
be the next member of the Pussycat Dolls. But in April, 

she was busy denying rumors that she had a little Puff in 
the oven. “I am not ... pregnant,” O’Day said. “Nor has my 
relationship with Diddy been anything more than strictly 
professional.” vosweeus 


Spice Girls 


Brace yourselves: Girl Power is back 


Ten years after they first zig-a-zig-ahhhed their way into our hearts, 
Sporty, Scary, Ginger, Baby and Posh have returned. All procre- 
ated during their seven-year hiatus (Scary with daddy-in-denial 
Eddie Murphy; Posh with soccer-god hubby/reality-TV costar 
David Beckham), but no one’s lacking for diaper money: Their 
25-date world tour, which kicks off in December, will reportedly 
earn each Spice a cool $20 million. They’e also traveling to gigs 
on individual ppiiyate Jets; allegedly, Posh’s rider calls for three. 


— 
“Birdwatching 
is greati” 


Vampire Weekend 
Ivy League Afro-pop 


This blog-buzzy foursome bonded 
at Columbia University over a 
shared love of soukous music and 
indie rock. And as potentially 
disastrous as that collision sounds, 
on singles like “Oxford Comma” 
and “Cape Cod Kwassa Kwassa” it 
makes for some sunny, irresistible 
sing-alongs. Frontman Ezra Koenig 
has a sweet, clear voice that he likes 
to push up into a catchy falsetto, 
and his band is nimble enough to 
ae off the genre pcre 
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Is it hot in here, or is it just you? It’s me. I don’t 
even consider myself hot: I’m on fire. 


Hot bookmark? ‘Tracy Morgan's MySpace. 

I make myself laugh. Either that or 
HotButtLove.com. 

Hot prescription drug? I don’t know. I don’t use 
prescription drugs. The only drug [ love is 
love. L-O-V-E, baby. 

Hot or not: Crocs? I think my wife got a pair of 
those. If my woman got ‘em, they're hot. 
Troop surges? Not hot. My father fought in 
Vietnam, and he told me there was nothing 
good about it. I saw what Vietnam did to him, 
man. There's nothing good about any war, 
anywhere. 

Howie Mandel? He's a friend of mine, so he’s 


hot. His bald look is cool. It gives him an edge. 


Lindsay Lohan? Not hot. Drugs are not cool. 
Now rehab, that’s hot. Treatment is hot. 
Hot synonym for “hot”? “Fire!” Like when I 
saw Britney Spears with no panties on, I said, 
*“That’s fire!” 

So Britney Spears is hot? No. Not 

hot. She needs to take care of her 

kids more. 

Hot insult? “You so ugly I could 

stick yo’ face in dough and make 

monster cookies.” 


“BRITNEY SPEARS 
WITH NO PANTIES? 
THAT’S FIRE!” 


| Tracy Morgan 


The 30 ROCK madman shares his recipe for “monster cookies” 


Hot rumor about yourself? When Anna Nicole 
Smith died, they said the baby was mine. And 
remember the rumor where I broke up Brad 
Pitt and Angelina? That Angelina got jiggy 
with me? That's not true. I ain’t mess with her 
in years. 

What's hotter: 95 degrees Fahrenheit or 36 
degrees Celsius? That would be 95 degrees 
Fahrenheit. [ Blender reveals that 36 degrees 
Celsius is a bit hotter. ] That’s a booby-trapped 
question right there. But I failed that class. 
I’m not good at chemistry—| tell jokes. 

Hot presidential candidate? Oprah. I hope she 
goes on campaign and there’s a wardrobe 
malfunction so we get to see Oprah titty. I 
could masturbate for years off of Oprah titty. 
What's your fallback plan for when you lose your 
hotness? My fallback plan is to get a lot of 
females pregnant and teach their kids how 

to be retarded so we could get SSI checks 
coming in. That’s solid. sons ween 


39 - tiny music 


Flash-drive albums 


What do Bob Marley, the 
White Stripes, M.I.A. and 
Barenaked Ladies have in 
common? All are embracing 
the digital age by releasing 
their music on exclusive, 
pocket-size flash drives that 
can be reused to store pictures 
of, say, bare-naked ladies. 


38 «ser. vatte 
Paul McCartney 


At age 65, four full decades 
after Sgt. Pepper's minted the 
rock concept album, the ex- 
Beatle is still starting trends. 
This year he ditched longtime 
label Capitol and inaugurated 
Starbucks-owned Hear Music 
with Memory Almost Full. 
Macca is now the world’s oldest 
(and richest) indie rocker. 


37 - Lone PLavers 


Your favorite albums 
—live! 

If you're the type to never use 
your CD player's skip button, 
have we got a trend for you: 
artists playing entire albums 
live. Brian Wilson did it with 
SMiLE. Sonic Youth and 
GZA tapped NYC nostalgia 
with Daydream Nation and 
Liquid Swords. Ben Kweller, 
meanwhile, played Sha Sha. 
(Wait—Sha Sha? Seriously?) 


36 - paTTERN RECOGNITION 


Argyle 

Thanks to the concerted 
efforts of some high-profile, 
hip-hop-loving honkies, this 
pattern of diamond-shaped 
diagonal checks isn’t just for 
golfers and yacht-clubbers 
anymore. Justin Timberlake 
rocks silver argyle slip-ons. 
Blake Lewis wears argyle 
everything. Suddenly, dressing 
like 13th-century Scots is the 
new black. 


Travis McCoy 


The only thing the GYM CLASS HEROES MC loves more than 
80s pop singles? Girls’ inner-thigh muscles! 


Is it hot in here, or is it just you? 
It’s definitely just me. My body 
exudes awesomeness, which 
attracts heat. I don’t really 
know the science, but it’s pour- 
ing out of me. 

Hot gizmo? I just got the new 
BlackBerry World Edition. We 
did a little product placement 
for them in a video and they 
hooked us up. No bills forever. 
Product placement is hot! 

Hot pickup line? I was walking 
my boy’s Chihuahua, and this 
girl came up and said, “Can 

I pet it?” I was like, “Only if 

I could pet you.” That’s the 
dumbest shit I've ever said, but 
it was also kinda fly. 

Hot rumor about yourself? Page 
Six said they spotted me at 
Stereo smoking a “New York 
cigarette.” I’m assuming they 
meant a blunt, ‘cause that’s 
what I was smoking. 

Hot undiscovered ‘80s sample? 
“Don’t Dream It’s Over,” 

by Crowded House. I Jove 
Crowded House. 

Hot prescription drug? 
Everyone's on Promethazine 
now, but Xanax gets me 
through the day. I’ve been 
taking it for about six years. 
Hot crush? Lily Allen. Her 
sassiness makes her even more 
sexy. I can’t wait for her to read 
this and call me. 


“XANAX GETS 
ME THROUGH 
THE DAY.” 


NOT HOT 2007 
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Hot or not: Crocs? Definitely 
not. Anybody who wears 
those should be tarred and 
feathered. It’s bad, dude. Like 
dudes wearing jelly sandals. 
Troop surges? Not hot. I have 
a sister in Afghanistan right 
now, posted up in, like, this 
phone-booth thing, keep- 
ing an eye out. And I have 
another sister going in a 
month. So I’m mad at Bush 
right now because my sisters 
are over there. 

Amy Winehouse? I /oooove Amy 
Winehouse. We've been tour- 
ing the U.K. a lot, so I was up 
on Amy way before everyone 
else. I was like, This girl is 
gonna run shit. Physically, it’s 
another story, but she’s hot. 


Howie Mandel? I don't like the 
baldy look. I was feeling his 
Jheri curls way better. 

What's hotter: 95 degrees 
Fahrenheit or 36 degrees 
Celsius? I think 36 Celsius. 
[We reveal that he’s correct. | 
Thirty-six made me start 
thinking of Wu-Tang—and 
if it reminds me of Wu-Tang, 
it’s hot. 

Hot body part? Girls have this 
little muscle on their inner 
thigh, and when they're lying 
down and they moye a certain 
way it pops out. I’m sweating 


just thinking about it. 


What's your fallback plan for 
when you lose your hotness? I’m 
realistic—I got about a year 
and a half left. ’m just making 
the best of it right now. 

JONAH WEINER 


34. k-Fep 2.0 
Blake Fielder-Civil 


When not watching his 
sweetie carve I LOVE 
BLAKE into her abdomen 
with a shard of glass, 

Amy Winehouse's unem- 
ployed husband takes her 
drunken blows like a man, 
shoots snot missiles and 
wears a bowler. What's not 
to like? 


33 + skoot oF rock 


Metal Skool 


Aqua Net lovers, both 
ironic and non-, flock to 
this hair-metal tribute 
show on L.A/s Sunset 
Strip, where guests like 
Kelly Clarkson, Pink, 
Chester Bennington and 
Saved by the Bell's Mr. 
Belding take the stage to 
howl along to Poison, GNR 
and Journey covers. The 
best part? “Hair solos.” 


32+ mix MASTER 
Danjahandz 


Timbaland's 25-year-old 
protégé, born Nate Hills, 
made his bones assist- 
ing on 2006 smashes by 
Justin Timberlake and 
Nelly Furtado. Now he's 
peddling his ring-tone- 
chic beats solo: Recent 
credits include T.L., 
Natasha Bedingfield and 
Katharine McPhee, with 
Britney Spears and Duran 
Duran on the horizon. 


31 uimey trousaoour 
Jamie T 


Like the Streets and Arctic 
Monkeys, Jamie T pens 
wry observations about 
ay-geezer things, 
ince he’s English, 
means getting bolloxed in 
pubs. Over drum-n’-bass 
beats and banging piano 
keys, the 22-year-old 
Wimbledon native even 
throws Jamaican patois 
into his speak-singing. O7! 


McCOY: PETER YANG: JAMIE T: SAMIR HUSSEIN/GETTY IMAGES. 
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James Murphy 


The New York producer/label owner who keeps the 
indie kids dancing till their glasses get steamy 


Writing punky electro grooves; dropping delightfully droll 
hipster-bashing jokes over those grooves; looking dapper 
dancing onstage in a white suit—the LCD Soundsystem 
frontman and DFA Records honcho may be the sexiest 
music nerd around. And the tender moments on this year’s 
Sound of Silver, like the sadly nostalgic “All My Friends,” 
show he’s got a heart pumping beneath the Ricardo 


“Everything 
looks ... tilty.” 


25 VOX POP 
T-Pain’s vocoder 


Attention, Earthlings! We 
are robo-crooners! Bow 
before the pitch-warbled 
stylings of our supreme 
leader, T-Pain, he of the 
mighty Autotune Vocoder 
Pro Tools effect! Our 
ancestors were Roger 
Troutman and Teddy Riley 
(and Cher, sorta)! We have 
now enlisted R. Kelly, 
Hellogoodbye and Imogen 
Heap to our pan-genre 
army! Resistance is futile! 


28 - oly obsessions 
YouTube tribute clips 


With amateur editing tech- 
nology easier than ever, 
obsessed fans are taking it 
upon themselves to recut 
their favorite shows into 
unintentionally hilarious 
music videos. Why watch a 
whole season of Full House 
when you can relive all 

the creepiest Uncle Jesse/ 
Michelle moments set to 
Celine Dion's “Because You 
Loved Me”? 


27- KiLteR APP 
SeegPod.com 


You're strolling through the 
park with your new love 
(by which we mean your 
iPhone) and you desper- 
ately need to hear some 
live Arcade Fire—but you 
don’t have any loaded. Not 
to fret: Just surf on over 

to SeeqPod.com, an MP3 
search engine with a slick 
iPhone interface, and let 
the streaming begin. 
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Uffie smokes 
a cigarette 
lit by her own 
incredible 
hotness. 
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Uftie 


Sleazin’ Parisian dirties up the discotheque 


Uffie, the Miami-born, Paris-based fly girl, can ‘t really rap. Who cares? Date 


She’s See along with ScuZabekee electronica duo Justice and '905- re 
Records, the French dance label adored by Gauloise aaa hips r 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: TOO MANY CREPES 


ipimoy MARK ABRAHAMS 


Britt Daniel 


The SPOON frontman shares his 
shameful hair-care past 


Is it hot in here, or is it just you? 
Oh, it’s hot in here. I’m trying 
to figure out the hot equa- 
tion on my end, figuring out 
the math. I gu shit, yes, 
Spoon are hot. Spicy hot. 


When was the first time you real- 
ized you were hot? Not until I 
heard about this Q&A. I think 
it’s all still sinking in. 


What's the downside of being so 
darn hot? Q&As galore. 


At what age were you least 
hot? Everybody goes through 
that non-hot stage in middle 
school. I was still using baby 
shampoo. It was good for the 
eyes, not so good for the hair. 
What advice do you have for 


those who aspire to hotness? 
Get rid of the baby shampoo. 


Hot or not: Lindsay Lohan? Hot, 
but not as hot as [British 
actress and original Parent 
Trap star | Hayley Mills. 
Crocs? Of course not. Those 
things really breathe. 


National Bingo Night? I love this 


band! Very hot. 


Amy Winehouse? Hot, but sl 
[keyboardist] Erie Harvey’ 
girl. So ’'m not going to 
comment. 


~ ALLY SHEEDY. 


A Spice Girls reunion? I’d rather 
see a Supremes reunion. Or 
Bananarama. But sure, hot. 
Troop surges? Holy molly, it must 
be hot over there. 

Howie Mandel? How is he 
remotely in the realm of hot- 
ness? Are you fucking with me? 
Hot synonym for “hot”? “Spacky.” 
Hot pickup line? “I liked you in 
Mean Girls, 

Hot crush? I’ve always had a 
thing for Ally Sheedy. 

Hot Simpson? Edna Krabappel 
Hot presidential candidate? Is 
Mary-Louise Parker running? 
Hot kitchen utensil? You want 
me to say “blender,” right? 

Hot nonsensical album title 


(besides Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga)? Goat’s 
Head Soup 


What's your fallback plan for 
when you lose your hotness? 
Journalism school. mark yan 


No. 1Lhit Ratatouille. 


* RAT BASTARD 
Patton Oswalt 


A schlubby comedian 
who's way funnier 
than his King of 
Queens role would 
suggest, Oswalt 
shows off his caustic 
wit on his recent 
album Werewolves 
and Lollipops. He's 
also a major-motion- 
picture star (sort of), 
having voiced the 
lead rodent in Pixar’s 


ee Michael Cera 


The nee star is the 


» BETTER GRAB AN 
UMBRELLA 
Making it rain 
Pouring piles of cash 
on eager clubgoers 
and/or exotic danc- 
ers isn’t exactly new, 
but between NF Ler 
Pacman Jones's 
(alleged) involve- 
ment in a shootout 
at a Vegas strip club 
and Fat Joe’s NBA- 
highlight-reel-ready 
single, it’s reached a 
mainstream tipping 
point. (Or should we 
say dew point?) 


Ever wonder how big-time editors 
determine hotness? Prepare to be blinded 
by science! 


the scene played out like Thanksgiving dinner with the family: Heated 
|| exchanges. Bitter recriminations. Rivers of hot, salty tears. To avoid 

|| that sort of ugliness this year, we turned to the North Dakota Institute 
of Technology for help. Herewith, NDIT's carefully calibrated hotness 
equation for hot individuals: 


Hotness= (P*xN*+T)S+V(G*-3) | (Jxm)x(D*+E*) +C° 
sin@*+8 cos@° x 1.6 


P = “Panty flash” pictures posted online in the past six months 


N = Nestlike quality of hair, on a scale of | (Howie Mandel) to [10 (Amy 
Winehouse) 


T= Number of jailhouse-style tattoos; add one for each piece of artwork 
“down there” 


G = Number of recent press clips in which subject is deemed “elfin genius” 


subject is, in fact, Jay-Z 
D = Years dead 
E= Years assumed dead until recent comeback 


C = Willingness to pose for hilariously transgressive photographs with a 
chimpanzee Mark Yarm 


In the past, when it came time to compile Blender’s annual “Hot Report,” 


J = Number of subject's songs on which Jay-Z has appeared; J equals -25 if 
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AFTER-PARTY 


Hook-Up 
Mousse Wax 
TIGI SOLD . 

800.259.8 


OR VISIT: WV 


» MAIN STREAM 
Criticalmetrics.com 


Here's how it works: 
Reigning music authorities 
(and, um, Blender) give love 
| to certain songs. This site 
calculates which songs get 
the most props, ranks them 
accordingly and streams 
everything free—hitting 
the sweet spot where Web- 
dorkery and tastemaking 
collide. 


» THE NET'S FUNNIEST 
PUSSIES 


LOLcats 


Whether pawing pianos, 
getting stuck to ceiling fans 
or just plain bein’ cute, cats 
are as popular online as 
penis-enlargement spams. 
So it’s of little surprise 

that LOLcats, the Web's 
best dumb-meme du jour, 
involves feline photos. 

The twist? Wonderfully 
bizarre captions written 

in broken LOLspeak. “I 
can has cheezburger?” 

one maniacally grinning 
kitty asks. “I has a flavor,” 
another announces, mid- 
paw-lick. Follow along at 
ICanHasCheezburger.com. 


» MOCK STARS 


Walk Hard: The Dewey 
Cox Story 


In this upcoming spoof flick, 
cowritten by comedy genius 
| Judd Apatow (Knocked 

| Up) and starring funnyman 
John C. Reilly (Talladega 
Nights), Oscar-bait music 
biopies like Ray and Walk 
the Line get the send-up 
they so richly deserve. 


Esmee Denters 


Fustin Timberlake is this 
YouTube star’s No. 1 fan 


While thousands of hopelessly 
out-of-tune wannabes strug- 
gle to get noticed on the Web, 
this 18-year-old Dutch singer 
is living the YouTube dream. 
After belting out impressive 
covers of everyone from Alicia 
Keys to Otis Redding, the pint- 
size beauty caught the atten- 
tion of none other than Justin 
Timberlake, who made her the 
first signing to his new label in 
June. Since then, she’s opened a 
string of dates on his European 
tour while racking up more 
than 30 million video hits. 


HOLDING-HANDS VIDEO 


ti Feist 


Canadian cult fave hits 
the big time 


Leslie Feist has a voice like 

a satin bag full of crushed 
mirrors. For years, she 

Was everybody else’s secret 

"weapon—Broken Social Scene’s 
star vocalist, Peaches’ duet 
partner (as Bitch Lap Lap), 
covered by Bright Eyes and 
remixed by the Postal Service. 
Then the Canadian singer- 
guitarist’s debut album, Let 

Tt Die, became a coffeehouse 
standard. This year’s The 
Reminder went Top 20, and 
she’s also proven a knockout 
live act, looping her yoice into 
gorgeous improvised chorales. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: PEOPLE STOP 
BRUNCHING 


Kurtsploitation 
Somewhere, Kurt Cobain is 
spinning in his urn 


Earlier this year, Courtney Love decried an 
unauthorized Dr. Martens ad depicting late 
hubby Kurt Cobain as a boot-wearing angel. 
But that appears to be the exception, not 
the rule: Love, in a recent flurry of necro- 
branding, has licensed Cobain’s image to 
the National Entertainment Collectibles 
Association, which plastered the grunge 
icon’s mug on 

a lunchbox, 
action figure, 
key-chain 

flask and other 
tchotchkes. Last 
year, Love sold 
a 25 percent 
stake in 
Cobain’s song 
catalogue, and 
she has also 
announced 
plans to 
auction off 

his old flannel 
shirts and other 
belongings. 
POTENTIAL HOTNESS 
KiLver: NIRVANA 
TOOTH TUNES 
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Kanye flaunts 
his Venetian 
shades ... 
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Egoist ext 


Most mainstream rappers play up : 1 ue places it’s never 
‘been before. His last mix tape f or tracks i and John, while the 
club-friendly “Stronger” fi nis cool-kid DJ, 
A-Trak, and his fetish for Japa : 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: MOVES TO WIL 


RICHARDSON 


* AIR METAL 


Guitar Hero Ill 

The Guitar Hero fran- 
chise has turned a nation 
of rec-room slobs into 
expert ax men. This 
upcoming third install- 
ment ditches the retro 
vibe for tracks by Beastie 
Boys and Weezer, but the 
real hooks are the new 
wireless Les Paul control- 
ler and online play for 
real-time e-rocking. 


* ECO SUAVE 
Loving the Earth 


John Mayer, the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers and 
Avril Lavigne tour on 
biodiesel buses. Taking 
Back Sunday and Dave 
Matthews Band buy 
offsets to minimize their 
carbon footprints. Fall 
Out Boy helped design 

a hybrid car, and last 
summer's Warped Tour 
even had a whole stage 
powered by solar energy. 
When it comes to rock- 

| star do-gooderism, green- 
house emissions are the 
new poverty. 


~ THROWBACK TO BASICS 
“Aunt Jackie” 


In January, three 

Harlem pals—Jason Fox, 
Black Cezar and Audi 
Rob—uploaded this lo- 

fi video of themselves 
dancing and rapping 
with goofy abandon to 
an 80s drum-machine 
beat. By June, their old- 
school-style bragfest 

had snowballedinto a 
YouTube-dominating hit, 
and Fox & Co. had scored 
a major-label deal. The 
song—and its accom- 
panying dance, running 
man-meets-cabbage 
patch—is a monument to 
hip-hop innocence. 


“Greetings, 
lover ... more 
sherry?” 


Adam Levine 


Stealing your girlfriend 


since 2002 


The 28-year-old Maroon 5 frontman 
has sold more than 10 million records, 
hooked up with Linds: 
allegedly dumped. 


by Levine as 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER; ALLOWING SIMPSON BACK 


TO HIS FIVE 


Lil Mama: 
Pictured 
actual size. 


xier and st 
than his band’s debut, exudes a white 

guy soulfulness that will no doubt 
cement his status as the most lusted- 
after Jewish male pop star of his gener- 
ation. Sorry, Elliott Yamin. 


iy Lohan and 
ica Simpson via 


aims he isn’t 


noother” 


10 Lil Mama 


The teenager who’s 
giving NYC hip-hop 
a shiny-lipped twist 


With her out-of-nowhere 
smash “Lip Gloss,” this 
Brooklyn MC teased out 
the sweet spot where 
playful rap inanity 

and the sugary fun of 
bubblegum pop unite. 
Gifted with legit mic 
skills and an impressive 
range (she sings! she 
dances!), it’s no surprise 
producers like Swizz 
Beatz and Dr. Luke are 
lining up to work on her 
debut, Voice of the Young 


_ ENDORSING A LESS-THAN- 
~ POPPIN’ LIP GLOSS 


ou 


Stop bolievin', — 
rowiln', 


Journey 


The kings of AOR reclaim their throne 


What do Peter Griffin, Kristin Cavallari 


and Tony Soprano have in common? They 
all love a little song about a midnight train 
goin’ anywhere. It’s been a good few years 
for the Frisco fivesome—key uses of their 
1981 power ballad “Don’t Stop Believin” 


in Family Guy and Laguna Beach made 


the song No. 2 on iTunes in 2005—but the 


Sopranos finale shot Journey's Greatest 


Hits back onto the charts and lent the song 


eerie gravitas. All together now: Bring 
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ROHTO°EYE DROPS FEIST THE REMINDER 


So intense. So cooling. Feel the Eye-Drenaline. “The Reminder is the album that should transform 
Rohto V® Cool for redness. Rohto V® Ice for itch, her from the darling of the indie-rock circuit to a 
irritation and burn. Rohto V® Arctic for eye strain. full-fledged star, and do it with no compromises.” 
Experience Rohto® Eye Drops, and check out the rns eee rates 
newest independent music. The Rohto® - Blender The Reminder featuring "1234" 
Battle of the Bands at www.cool4eyes.com www.listentofeist.com 
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ROCK YOUR STYLE! 


~ 


GARNICR 


FRUCTIS 
ROCK 


YOUR STYLE! 


7 


TULLE 


Hang in there, 
baby ... it’s 
almost Friday. 


Amy 
Winehouse 


The Brit diva who sings like 
a soul legend and parties like a 
rock star 


It’s hard to decide what to like 
most about this 23-year-old 
R&B revivalist. Is it that she’s a 
Jewish girl from London who 
sings about stealing guys’ beers 
and hooking up with Nas? Is it 
public antics like getting sloshed 
on TV or heckling Bono? Why 
choose? Winehouse offers the 
tabloid thrills of a Paris Hilton 
but with, you know, talent. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: REHAB 
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Photograph by DEAN CHALKEY 


WINEHOUSE: NME/IPC+ SYNDICATION. 


UNDERWOOD: TROY WORD/CPI; ARCADE FIRE: KEVIN WESTENBERG: HINDER: SCOGIN MAYO. 


| Carrie Underwood 


Hey, we thought Idols were supposed 
to be polite and nonthreatening 


American Idol isn’t regarded as a breed- 
ing ground for feminist rule-breakers, 
but this Okie became an icon for 
wronged women everywhere when she 
took a Louisville Slugger to her seumbag 
boyfriend’s car in the video for “Before 
He Cheats.” PETA recently voted her 
“World's Sexiest Vegetarian,” Victoria’s 
Secret topped that with “Sexiest Female 
Musician” and she’s dated Dallas 
Cowboys QB Tony Romo. Is there a 
demographic she can’t lock down? 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: DATING TRENT DILFER 


6 Hinderback! 


Big, dumb rock is awesome again 


You can keep your indie bookworms, 
your hipster disco mavens, your smartass 
emo boys. Hinder and Nickelback are 
two crews who serve up iron) power 
ballads and meat~n’-potatoes riffs like the 
"70s never ended. Taking dead aim at the 
heartland—Hinder hail from Oklahoma; 
Nickelback from Alberta (a.k.a. the 
Oklahoma of Canada)—their latest 
albums have sold a combined 8 million 
copies. Who said rock was dead? 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: JAGERMEISTER EMBARGO — 


| RUT LYING ABOUT DOING DRUGS .. BAHA MEN. 


» ANALOG ANYTHING 


.. YOUR BLOG ... YOUR DEMO ... YOUR MOM 
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A Rihanna 


The umbrella-repping, chart-destroying one-woman 
soundtrack to summer 


It’s official: With the stunning “Umbrella,” this self-proclaimed bad girl—who 
recently insured her legs for $1 million—has scored the song of the summer (wmmer, 
summer, ay, ay, ay). R&B cohorts Chris Brown and Lil Mama have paid tribute with 
remixes, and Rihanna’s latest single, “Shut Up and Drive,” rides an automotive 
double entendre and another excellent ’80s-style club beat. It can’t be the song of 
the summer—but it could be the song of the next Toyota Summer Sale-A-Thon! 


No, Rihanna is 
not interested 


in switching her : 4 7 
long-distance 4 4 “is i 


carrier. ys a i 7 
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The White 
Stripes 


The best color-coordinated 
band ever gets even cooler 


Moving to Nashville and start- 
ing a family must have reinvig- 
orated Jack White: This year he 


10th anniversary with their 
weirdest and funniest album 
yet. Icky Thump is the first 
disc with a psychedelic bagpipe 
solo ever to debut at No. 2, but 
its sound-of-the-South blues 
power makes it the Stripes’ 
deepest, too. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: MEG GOES SOLO 


Lil Wayne 


The hardest-working rapper alive can't stop, won’t stop 


Did Lil Wayne clone himself? It would explain his bountiful output this 
year—not a week goes by without a fresh batch of brilliance from the New 
Orleans native hitting the Web. While anybody with a MySpace page can 
churn out perpetual drivel, the endless stream of Wayne tracks—from an 
unabashed love letter to Ciara to a freestyle over the Beatles’ “Help’—are 
weird, captivating and consistently fantastic. Next up: a proper album 
featuring production from Kanye West, and the debut of his cross-genre 
band, awesomely dubbed Bad Ass Grasshopper. 


POTENTIAL HOTNESS KILLER: RUNNING OUT OF MAGICAL WORKAHOLIC WEED 


and Meg celebrated the Stripes’ | 


Andy Samberg’s 
Super-Awesomely 
Retarded 
Awesome Zone! 


HE’S THE BEST THING ABOUT SNL, HIS NEW MOVIE IS HILARIOUS AND 


HS 


BLENDER.COM 


IN JUNE 2004, 


Andy Samberg climbed out onto a ledge at the Chateau Marmont—the 
Hollywood hotel where John Belushi overdosed on speedballs and deca- 
dence keeps a pied-a-terre—and unzipped his pants. It was the after 
party for the MTV Movie Awards, and Samberg had been hitting the 
open bar pretty hard. “I was about to pee out the window of a second- 
floor bungalow,” he recalls. “Suddenly, I felt this hand on my shoulder. 
It was The Rock, and he was talking me out of it: “You don’t wanna do 
it, man. It’s not worth it’ So finally, I climbed back in, and I said, “You 


FROM TOP: SECRET 'STACHE: SAMBERG RIDING HIS CROTCH 
ROCKET IN HOT ROD; QUT FOR PUSSY WITH BILL HADER IN “LASER 
CATS"; AS JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE’S SOUL BROTHER IN “DICK INA 
BOX"; THUGGING WITH NATALIE PORTMAN ON SNL. 
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know what, Rock? You were right. 
You were right.” Sitting in the 
leafy backyard of a downtown- 
Manhattan bar, Samberg grins 
goofily. “That dude is awesome.” 

Andy Samberg is an unapologetic con- 
noisseur of all things stupid. He went to a 
fancy film school. He’s comfortable tossing 
around cineast lingo like “diegetic space” or 
dissecting the oeuvre of art-house auteur 
Jim Jarmusch. But he'd rather tell a story 
costarring his penis and a professional 
wrestler. Channel-surfing a few nights 
ago, he and a buddy caught the 1996 Jason 
Alexander vehicle Dunston Checks In. In 
Dunston, Alexander squares off against 
an unruly orangutan in a stuffy four-star 
hotel—and poo-flinging high jinks ensue! 
It wasn'ta hit. Even the orangutan fired his 
agent. But Samberg, a guy who makes his 
living discerning what's funny from what's 
not, was transfixed. “I have a deep love of 
monkey jokes,” he proclaims. 

Two years ago, he was just anoth- 
er Saturday Night Live newbie, a Jewish 
boy with a floppy haircut, trying to sort 
out his place in the cast. He wasn’t the fat 
guy. He wasn't the black guy. He wasn’t the 
guy who played George Bush. “He’s not 
someone who can do a thousand charac- 
ters, and he knows it,” says his SNL costar 
Bill Hader. But Samberg quickly became 
the show's funniest breakout star since 
Will Ferrell. And while it took Ferrell sev- 
eral seasons to hit his exuberant, cowbell- 
banging stride, Samberg just did what he’d 
been doing since graduating NYU four 
years earlier: He shot a ridiculous video. 
Airingin December 2005, “Lazy Sunday”"— 
a gangsta-rap send-up in which Samberg 
and Chris Parnell play dorks celebrating 
a Chronicles of Narnia matinee—didn't 
just dominate YouTube; it made YouTube. 
Instead of appearing on TV once a week, 
Samberg was suddenly shoving cupcakes 
down your throat every time you checked 
your inbox. 

“After ‘Lazy Sunday’ broke,” Samberg 
remembers, “the producers were like, ‘Let’s 
let these guys do their own thing.” (Akiva 
Schaffer directed the video and Jorma 


Taccone composed the beat; both have 
been Samberg’s buddies since junior high 
school, and they remain his closest col- 
laborators.) A year later, Samberg enlist- 
ed SNL musical guest Justin Timberlake 
for “Dick in a Box,” an early-90s-styled 
R&B jam that made women worldwide 
wary of opening their Christmas presents. 
To date, it’s racked up 24 million YouTube 
views, the fourth highest in the site’s his- 
tory. Samberg says he’s heard of “at least 
a hundred instances” of dicks placed in 
boxes in homage. “Somebody told me a 
dude got fired ‘cause he did it at work,” he 
chuckles. “Sorry.” 

Samberg, 29, is the king of viral come- 
dy—a genre second only to porn in its abil- 
ity to thrive in buffering, 1024 x 768 dpi 
form. His sensibility, siphoned into three- 
minute bursts, is perfect for an age where 
the Star Wars Kid and the Toilet-Flushing 
Cat have become comic icons without the 
benefit of a network show or an HBO spe- 
cial. Call it Comedy 2.0. You can watch one 
of Samberg’s shorts, make and upload your 
own version (there are about 1,500 “Lazy 
Sunday” covers and remixes on YouTube), 


“| HAVE A DEEP 
LOVE OF MONKEY 
JOKES.” 


then PayPal yourself a bootleg T-shirt 
printed with one of his catchphrases: mr. 
PIBB + RED VINES = CRAZY DELICIOUS. 

His gags often begin mundanely, 
then erupt into surreal logic. On a May 
SNL broadcast, Samberg frenched a talk- 
ing sheepdog for 13 exquisitely intermi- 
nable seconds. “To get Andy,” says Lorne 
Michaels, the creator and executive pro- 
ducer of SNL, “you have to value silly, to 
think that’s a legitimate way of looking at 
the world.” 

Now, silly is everywhere. Human Giant, 
the comedy trio who rose to online promi- 
nence with sketches about a crew of bum- 
bling Criss Angel-esque “Illusionators,” 
can probably thank Samberg for their 
MTV series. And it’s hard to imagine HBO 
giving the rock-comedy duo Flight of the 
Conchords a show if it wasn’t for “Dick in 
a Box.” Even Will Ferrell’s gotten into the 
viral-video business, cofounding the clip 
clearinghouse FunnyOrDie.com. 

“People want a quick laugh,” >> 


STYLING: MIA MORGAN; HAIR; CREIGHTON: GROOMING: PASCALE; PROP STYLING AND SET DESIGN: ETHAN TOBMAN; HOT AOD; JAMES DITTIGER/PARAMOUNT PICTURES, PREVIOUS PAGE: BANANA: DAVIES + STARR, 


Pleasir 
M 


ae 
LAST NIGHT, BANANAS 
WENT PLACES. 
BANANAS ARE NOT 
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( ANDY SAMBERG ) 


Samberg says. When he was liv- 
ing in Los Angeles six years ago, 
he spent a few months temping, 
including a stint “filing stuff” at 
the tabloid magazine Star. He 
walked away with more than free 
paper clips: It was acrash course 
in the tedium of the typical cubi- 
cle drone. Not long ago, if you 
wanted mirth at the office, the 
options were grim: Xerox your 
ass or, worse, buy a Dilbert calen- 
dar. Today, all you need is a video 
ofsomeone hurtling offatrampo- 
line. “I’ve never been at work and 
thought, Fuck, I could really get 
into a story right now, Samberg 
says. “But it’s easy to watch a guy 
get kicked in the balls.” 

This summer, he’s up- 
streaming his act. Samberg 
plays the title role in Hot Rod, 
a comedy about an inept stunt- 
man. Many SNL stars have 
stunk up the multiplex in their 
film debuts, but Hot Rod feels 
like an instant dorm-room 
classic. Will Ferrell and Lorne 
Michaels helped punch up the 
screenplay, which was written 
by South Park vet Pam Brady. 
Improbably, Sissy Spacek and 
Deadwood’s lan McShane show 
up for supporting roles as Rod’s 
parents. The result is sublime- 
ly silly. Samberg spends much 
of the movie wearing a con- 
spicuously fake mustache and 
slamming headfirst into hard 
surfaces, and the plot regular- 
ly breaks into inspired, lunatic 
detours—like a time-bendingly- 
protracted fall down a moun- 
tain (Samberg: “I love the joke 
that goes on for way too long”) 
or a bloody brawl between a 
grilled cheese and a taco. (The 
pleasures of seeing a giant sand- 
wich hemorrhaging blood from 
a head wound, it turns out, are 
surprisingly rich.) 

So Hot Rod could turn 
Samberg into the next Mike Myers. It 
could also turn him into the next that-guy- 
who-played-Mango. Either way, he seems 
unfazed. Asked how he feels about the film, 
he beams: “We made a dumb movie.” 


LIKE FOOTBALL, 


cars and fake Spock ears, comedy is a 
secret male language: a way for boys to 
defer adulthood (“Toga!”), avoid intima- 
cy (“You know how I know you’re gay?”) 
and scare away girls (“Shwing!”). As a 
kid growing up in Berkeley, California, 
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parenting merit 
all the other parents. 


Hot way to get around: Hoverboard. TI 
(Just kidding, they're not here yet.) 


Hot place to get stabbed: T 


Andy Samberg’s Hot Report 2007 


Hot way to look: Ugly 

Hot tattoo: Hitler saying, “Meso horny” 

Hot temperature: 200 degrees (waaaay too hot!) 
Hot way to be retarded: In the butt 


Hot animal: Sugar glider. Theyre like adorable little 
monkey-hamsters. So cute. 


Hot jerky: Sugar-gliderjerky 


Hot parents: My parents. Even though my momis, tech- 
nically, cold a lot (that’s more ofa circulation thing), on 
mnly, my parents beat the dick out of 


jeans 


Hot thing to read in the bathroom: Your wiener’s mind 


Samberg was raised by parents he affec- 
tionately refers to as “hippies.” His favorite 
movies were Monty Python and the Holy 
Grailand Steve Martin’s The Jerk—screwy 
romps where men fart, talk in wacky voic- 
es and act like children. But the film that 
sealed his comedic taste came out when 
he was 17. 

“The first time I saw Billy Madison, I 
was in shock; it was so perfect, I wasn’t sure 
what to make ofit.” 

In Billy Madison, Adam Sandler 
pushes comedy’s fantasy of eternal 
adolescence to a sub-moronic, glue- 
eating extreme. Madison, a hotel-chain 


eyre finally here! 


heir who has to repeat grades 
1 through 12 in order to inher- 
it his father’s company, spends 
his days speaking gibberish and 
hallucinating man-size pen- 
guins. To a generation of teen- 
age dudes, the movie was reve- 
latory: You could be in your 30s, 
Sandler promised, and still set 
fire to bags of dog shit. The eye- 
opener for Samberg came just 
a few scenes in. “Sandler's sit- 
ting at the dinner where his dad 
has all these businessmen visit- 
ing, and his dad says, ‘Well, Billy, 
because you took your sweet- 
ass time coming down here, 
these men are going to miss 
their last flights home’ Sandler 
goes, ‘Well, this guy can stay in 
my room, I tell you that much!’ 
and he grabs this old dude next 
to him and just starts biting his 
hand. Like, gnawing on it. At 
that moment, I was like, “What 
the fuck is happening in this 


“IVE ALWAYS 
LIKED MAKING 
AN ASS OF 
MYSELF TO MAKE 
PEOPLE LAUGH.” 


movie? He's literally doing any- 
thing he feels like!” 

Samberg took two lessons 
from Billy Madison. The story 
is larded with non sequiturs 
and hand-gnawing departures 
from reality, which taught him 
that narrative should never get 
in the way of a timely kick in the 
balls: postmodernism meets 
potty humor. And it featured a 
hero who would become cen- 
tral to Samberg’s comedy: the 
overgrown doofus. He may not be able to 
do a thousand characters, but ever since 
he played a fantasy-loving nerd in “Lazy 
Sunday,” he’s been perfecting the man- 
tard. 

No SNL skit summarizes this as com- 
pletely as “Laser Cats,” which features 
YouTube-ready animal humor and grown 
men behaving like 10-year-olds. In the 
short, Samberg and Bill Hader show 
Lorne Michaels a video they've been work- 
ing on: acheesy sci-fi fantasy in which cats 
can shoot lasers from their mouths. Clad 
in ill-fitting exercise gear and helmets, the 
two scamper around the NEC studios, >> 
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( ANDY SAMBERG ) 


firing crudely animated beams out of 


house-cat cannons. “The older you get as 
acomedian,” Samberg says funnier it 
gets to act like a complete child.” 

In Hot Rod, Samberg plays an alpha 
man-tard: Rod Kimble, who wears a lit- 
tle cape and attempts bike jumps that typ- 
ically end in humiliat evere head 
trauma. “I’ve got a lot in common with 
him,” Samberg says. “He’s willing to sac- 
rifice himself for entertainment, and I’ve 
always liked making an ass of myself to 
make people laugh.” Jorma Taccone, who 
plays Rod’s half brother Kevin, backs this 
up: “I remember Andy in high school, 
singing stupid songs, wearing headbands 
and looking just as dumb as he could at 
all times.” 

Samberg arrives for our interview 

vearing a thrift-store tee and battered 
skateboard sneakers, and his hair strikes 
a good-natured compromise between 
shaggy indie rocker and raffish ’70s soc- 
cer star—a trademark do so recogni 
ble that Lorne Michaels has forbidden 
Samberg from changing it. He announc- 
es that the funniest word in the English 
language is dong, slides in and out of goofy 
voices with a bro-ish bonhomie and gen- 
erally radiates the grinning sense that 


job. “I’m just scraping by,” he sé 


everything around him gives him pleas- 
ure. “Whenever someone asks me to do an 
Andy Samberg impression,” Hader s 

“I kind of think of a Muppet and just go, 
‘Shmorgy-dorg!” 

When Samberg plays a dork on SNL, it’s 
an exaggerated version of himself. The guy 
talks to his parents three times a week. He 
loves Star Wars. “Watching Planet Earth 
HD,’ Samberg declares, “is my favorite 
thing in the world.” 

Still, what dork do you know who 
texts with Justin Timberlake? For that 
matter, who else can both identify Queen 
Amidala’s home planet and hook up with 
her? (When Blender asks about Samberg’s 
tabloid-reported flings with Natalie 
Portman and Kirsten Dunst, he denies 


the former and demurs on the subject of 


Dunst: “I’m not saying that happened,” 
he protests, before adding with mock 
sleaze, “but that’s not saying it didn’t hap- 
pen.”) After beers at the bar, we head to a 
secret White Stripes concert, and while 
we're waiting at the box office, a cute, 
flirty blonde asks if he can get her into the 
show. He hesitates. She offers him a blow 
apolo- 
getically. “And, for the record, I would not 
accept a blow job.” 


Most comedians aren't offered oral 
sex outside rock concerts. But Samberg is 
a lot better-looking than most comedians. 
When Scarlett Johansson last hosted SNL, 
guess who she made out with in a sketch? 
(It wasn’t Horatio Sanz.) “She was dressed 
up like a grody alien,” Samberg says of th 
kiss. “But I'll still take it.” 

Let the sight of Will Ferrell’s flub- 
ber stand as pale, jiggly proof: Ugly gets 
laughs. For this reason, Samberg is ambi 
alent about his looks. He often contorts his 
face until it resembles a crumpled whoopee 
cushion, and one of his funniest manner- 
isms is a self-satirizing, faux-cocky smirk. 
“Funny and sexy are enemies,” he says. 
“Twice a month, I do 20 push-ups and col- 
lapse. I’m headed toward gutsville, but I 
think it'll help my career.” 


SAMBERG'S 


biggest influence after Billy Madison was 
Stella, the comedy trio of Michael Ian 
Black, David Wain and Michael Showalter, 
who, in the late ’90s, posted dozens of shorts 
to CollegeHumor.com. In a characteris 

tic Stella short, the trio swings unpredicta- 
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bly from hand-holding to beat-downs while 
traveling to meet Santa. When they arrive, 
Mrs. Claus exposes her massive penis and 
invites them to suck on it. Fin. Samberg, 
Tacconeand Schaffer discovered Stellawhen 
they were living in Los Angeles after college 
and began posting their own shorts—usual- 
ly filmed while drunk at 4.4.m.—to their site, 
TheLonelyIsland.com. “I’m not even kid- 
ding,” Samberg says. “The wildest hope was 
that I would someday be on SNL and then 
the three of us would make a movie.” The 
site caught the attention of power-moving 
talent agency UTA, which signed them in 
2002. An SNL audition soon followed, with 
Samberg hired as a featured player and the 
other two brought on as writers. 

But Stella’s comedy was often mean, 
almost nihilistic—they kinda came offlike 
dicks. Onscreen and off, Samberg seems 
essentially sweet. Historically, comedians 
fall somewhere between mental patients 
and telemarketers on the mangled-souls 
scale. Not him. “Andy’s likability comes 
through,” says Chris Parnell. “And I think 
that makes it easier to laugh at someone’s 
comedy.” He’s anarchically silly enough 
for boys but not too threatening for girls 
to get the joke—or to write “me + you = 
FOREVER!!!” on his MySpace. 


Samberg’s a poster boy, says Hader, 
for a new generation of well-adjusted 
comics. “Whether it’s Andy, Ferrell, Seth 
Rogen or Jonah Hill, none of them have 
ever told me, ‘I have to kick a heroin 
habit. We had cool families. We get along. 
I guess what it boils down to is, we're all 
really nerdy.” 

Recently, Rogen had a party at his 
house in L.A., and Samberg spent much 
of it chatting up Hill, who played Rogen’s 
even burlier roommate in Knocked Up. At 
the end, they exchanged numbers. 

“I texted Jonah the other day while I 
was taking a shit,” Samberg says. “I wrote, 
Tm taking a shit and wanted to let you 
know I’m thinking of you’. He wrote back, 
‘That’s weird, I was thinking of you too, but 
I was watching another dude take a shit. 
So, our friendship is going good so far.” 

Hill costars with Michael Cera in this 
summer's other major dude-comedy, 
the sharply written coming-of-age flick 
Superbad. “1 think it’s great,’ Samberg says. 
“If it was coming out the same day as Hot 
Rod, Vd be really nervous.” 

Samberg’s already looking beyond the 
summer, though. He has five years left on 
his SNL contract, there’s a Lonely Island 
comedy CD planned for the distant future 
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and he’s already booked his next movie 
role, the lead voice-over in an animated 
comedy due out next year. 

“It's called Space Chimps,’ Samberg 
says. “I don’t really know much about it. 
Butit’s got space, and it’s got chimps. What 
part of that equation isn’t awesome?” [s=] 
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k Dealer Survey 


“| was awed ... absolutely superb ... a masterpiece of modern-day speaker design ... 
BIG, BOLD, VIBRANT SOUND ... a bargain-hunting audiophile’s dream.” 


“Paradigm has built its decades-old reputation on delivering sound that many manufacturers 
can't match even at multiples of the price,” says GoodSound! The Monitor Series is a perfect 
\ example — the high efficiency and power handling of these speakers mean they compete 
directly with the output of major brands of horn speakers. Monitor Series speakers not only 
play as loud, their sound is authentically high-end. It's a difference you can hear! 


And compared with all other major speaker brands, when it comes to playing loud and 
playing clean, Paradigm® Monitor Series speakers blow the competition away! 


Monitor 11 (shown) available in Rosenut, Cherry and Black Ash. 
Visit www.paradigm.com to learn more. 


Quotes by Doug Schneider, GoodSound! in his review of the Atom Monitor 


Paradigni 


THE ULTIMATE IN SOUND FOR MUSIC AND HOME THEATER’ 
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RILO KILEY 


Hollywood tales about 
lusting for money, and for 
teenaged flesh, spark this 
dazzlingly catchy set. 


ODS, 


M.1.A’S FIRST ALBUM, Arular, had a song 
called “10 Dollar”; her new one, Kala, has 
“20 Dollar” That’s one measure of where 
she stands now. M.I.A. is no longer the star- 
tlingly exotic, smart new girl; she’s started a 
pop career. Now the world, or at least anyone 
who cares, knows about the Sri Lankan- 
English rapper-singer-chanter who mat- 
ter-of-factly juggles politics, swagger and 
nonsense syllables over beats that jab and 
zap. The bombshell that was 2005's Arular 
used a cheap hip-hop beat box and sounded 
homemade. Kala, by contrast, was recorded 
in studios around the world. Though >> 
A 


LIVE EARTH 


An inspired Kanye West 
and an ill-informed Akon 
join the Police to do 
Mother Earth proud. 


I '/. 


PRINCE 


The man made Purple 
Rain and “Sexy MF," so 
we'll give him a mulligan 
on this tepid album. 


Or, 


THEY MAKE ’EM. WE REVIEW EM 
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M.I.A. has kept the tracks stripped-down, 
Kala sounds slightly less brittle and one 
notch less hyperactive than Arular, as if 
she now wants to save a few ideas for later. 
But Kaila is still exactly what she calls it in 
the albums first song: a “Bamboo Banga.” 

M.1.A., whose full name is Maya Arul- 
pragasam, remains a bundle of First World- 
Third World paradoxes: an art-school 
graduate and a refugee from civil war; a pop 
hottie and a revolutionary sympathizer. 
“Hands up, guns out, represent the world 
town,” she chants. 


M.I.A. KNOWS ONE 
THING FOR CERTAIN: THE 
BEST BEATS COME FROM 
THE POOREST PEOPLE. 


M.I.A. knows one thing for certain: The 
best beats come from the poorest people, 
and even from the comfort of her digs in 
Brooklyn, she identifies with them. Splin- 
ters of manifesto poke through her lyrics: 
“Dancing as we're shooting up and looting 
just to get by,” she singsongs in “20 Dollar,” 
over arhythm track that includes a gunshot. 
It’s not the only one; in “Paper Planes,’ which 
by M.LA. standards is almost a ballad, she 
lilts, “All I wanna do is [gunshots: BANG 
BANG BANG BANG] and [cash register: 
KA-CHING! ] take your money.” 

Yet the impact of M.I.A’s music isn’t in 
what she says, but howitarrives: in tracks so 
irritating they're irresistible. Anything but 
naive, M.I.A. brings a connoisseur’s ear to 
her beats: the boops and buzzes of electro, 
distortion from London grime, hand drums 
from Indian Bhangra, nasal Bollywood 


TALES FROM THE STUDIO 
M.I.A. on the making of Kala 


WHERE THE MAGIC HAPPENED 
“Random places—India, Bal- 
timore, a hotel room in Tokyo. 
In Trinidad we set up aP.A. and 
recorded right on the beach.” 


been stranded.” 


ALL-STAR GUESTS 


ON ASCALE OF | TO/0, KALA'S 
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY 

“Atleast a 9.1 had no manager, 
no record company, no air con- 
ditioning. In India| got food poi- 
soning. And alot of the engineers 
wouldn't deal with me because | 
was awoman. There was a point 
where! almost gave up.” 


THE HATERS WILL SAY... 

“That my singingis bad, or the 
musicisn’t accessible enough. 
| could have made a watered- 
down version of my last record— 
but what's the fun in that?” 


CASUALTIES DURING PRODUCTION 
“Oh, loads. We had hard drives 
melting in the heat, ants eat- 

ing the adapters. One day we 

got robbed—they took my bag 


and my shades but left my credit JOSHEELLS 


cards and passport. | could have 


“The Wilcannia Mob, these 
Aborigine rappers from Austra- 
lia. They're the realest, purest 
thing |'ve ever heard.” 


THE MONEY SPENT RECORDING 
THIS ALBUM COULD BUY... 
“Three schools in Africa; a fight- 
er plane; 10,000 AK-47s. Or 
Missy Elliott's guesthouse.” 


hooks, bass lines from Jamaica, Miami and 
Brazil—even a nod to a recent Ivory Coast 
dance craze, “BirdFlu.” (She has also discov- 
ered far-off Boston, with songs on Kala that 
quote the Modern Lovers and Pixies.) 

M.1.A. is definitely an art-school collag- 
ist, but one so noisy, assertive and dance- 
able that there's no stopping her. Her basic 
recipe for the tracks on Kala mixes drums 
(real and artificial), sneering hornlike hooks 
and every vocal tone she can devise, arriving 
from every direction. “XR2” starts with what 
might be a muffled dancehall beat, overlays 
it with a shallow, stuttering drum machine 
and fake hand claps, then pokes against the 
beat with asynthesizer line that merges fan- 
fare and Morse code. The rest is her voice, 
calmly unsyncopated while the track rico- 
chets all around her. 

“Boyz” turns M.I.A. into a troupe of 
chanting, nattering women while drums 
sputter, synthesizers swoop and crowd 
noise whooshes in. “Hussel” has her cooing 
and rapping amid jungle noises and heavy 
breathing. Kala is that rare album where a 
Timbaland track—“Come Around’”—sounds 
almost conservative. 

Now that the joyful shock of Avwlar has 
eased, M.I.A. is probably bound for a back- 
lash. How dare she claim to represent the 
war-zone casualties, the shantytown poor, 
thesubsistence-level hustlers? Who gave her 
the right to use that Brazilian baile funk or 
those Bhangra drums? Isn’t she just another 
pop poseur? The answeris that she’s entitled 
because she’s willing to raise those questions 
atall, and because her tracks hit home on the 
most visceral level. Pop is full of posturing, 
and M.1A., turning Third World devasta- 
tion into a hard-nosed party, has come up 
with a pose worth pursuing. 


DOWNLOAD: “BirdFlu,” “Paper Planes,” “20 Dollar” 
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THE SCORE 


CLASSIC 
GREAT 


GOOD 
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NONESHALLPASS &9€3 


On album four, an underground vet 
takes stock—wordily 


Tan Bavitz is indie rap’s 
preeminent grouch. As the ill- 
tempered, logorrheic MC Aesop 
Rock, he has spent the better 
part of a decade grousing about 
things like 9-to-5 wage slavery 
(2001's great Labor Days) and 
the headaches of semi-fame 
(2003's Bazooka Tooth). Now, 
recently married and on the far 
side of 30, he’s looking back in 
anger—with booming tales of'a 
squandered Long Island youth 
and botched relationships—in 
prose so impenetrable, an army 
of stock boys couldn't unpack 
it. Bitter, cold and insular, None 
Shall Pass is also profoundly 
(if proudly) out of step: Ina 
hip-hop landscape dominated 
by lighthearted odes to lip gloss 
and dancing aunts, songs like 
“Keep Off the Lawn” feel more 
like Brussels sprouts or home- 
work. Growing up shouldn't be 
such a drag. 

JOSH EELLS 


DOWNLOAD: “None Shall Pass” 


ARCHITECTURE IN 
HELSINKI 


Spastic Aussie indie poppers try too 
hard to be smart 


“Clever isn't 
where it’s 
at/’Cause dumb 
is back,” sings 
Cameron Bird 
of this Austra- 
lian six-piece, but he's lying: 
Architecture in Helsinki is like 
a roomful of the gifted-and- 
talented kids having an I’m- 
smarter-than-you-are party, 
fueled by hyperkinetic synths 
instead of Red Bull. Pretending 
to pretend to be 9 years old, 
Bird and Co. cheer and yelp 
their way through a half hour 
of overorchestrated, ADD- 
addled art pop (tuba? Glock- 
enspiel? Sure, those’ll impress 
the parents!)—and smarmy 


MLA. NICK BALLON. 


CLUTTERS: JOSHUA BLACK WILKINS; BRICK&LACE: NABIL ELOEVKIN; EDITORS: JILL FURMANOWSKY; RADCLIFFE: SERGE THOMANN/WIREIMAGE. 
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semi-baby talk. When it works, 
as in the Art of Noise-esque a 
cappella vocal gymnastics of 
“Heart It Races,” they sound 
like an improv troupe running 
wild with a random sugges- 
tion. But the gimmick runs 
out of novelty long before this 
third album is done. Even 31 
minutes of show-off kiddie 
theater is too much, 

BEN SISARIO 


DOWNLOAD: “Heart It Races” 


California screamers embrace the 
Big'80s 

They nicked their name from 
the flying, dog-riding hero 

of the sickly sweet film series 
The NeverEnding Story, but 
Atreyu have never worked 
the fantastical dragons-and- 
wizards side of hard rock, 
opting instead for a very real 
world where romances fail, 
friends betray and self-reliance 
is the greatest of attributes. 
On the band’s fourth full- 
length, and first for Disney's 
Hollywood Records, the group 
has largely abandoned their 
earlier screamed verse/sung 
chorus “metalcore” template, 
opting for a sleeker synthesis: 
Dokken-esque shred-guitar 
solos and bombastic horn 
arrangements lifted almost 
verbatim from Permanent 
Vacation-era Aerosmith. This 
is metal that takes you to a 
magical bygone era—namely, 
when metal dudes had poodle 
hair and filled stadiums. 

TOM BEAUJOUR 

DOWNLOAD: “Falling Down,” 
“Becoming the Bull” 


BRICK&LACE 


LOVE IS WICKED OOO 


Sisters Nyanda and Nailah Thorbourne 
have Akon as a third member but don't 
really need him 

Note to Rihanna: Beware 

of Brick&Lace. With their 
debut set, the Jamaican duo, 
sisters signed to Akon’s Kon 


Live label, take the dance- 
hall-meets-R&B-meets- 
generic-island-flavor routine 
popularized by Nina Sky and 
Rihanna—call it Riddim & 
Blues—to sexier, catchier 
heights. When it comes to 
acoustic slow jams (“Take Me 
Back”) and standard-sounding 
club bangers (“Never Never”), 
they're more than compe- 
tent, but the pair 

outclass any rivals 


as their utilitarian name 
suggests—are particularly 
unlikely reality-TV stars. Yet 
Cartel was recorded in a gigan- 
tic, corporate-logo-festooned 
bubble in Manhattan, while 
a multitude of MTV cameras 
recorded the recording. On TV, 
an aerobics instructor, barn- 
yard animals and the depend- 
ably shameless Wyclef Jean 
were carted into 
the bubble to gin 


theinnceJeme- (MOOI incor but ace 
can: On hybrid Nyanda and Nailah of from a bizare x 
tracks like “Push BRICKS.LACE went to Clef remix, all 

It Up,” produced chool with Bo ete we're left with on 
by reggae hitmaker son, “Junio! Gone cto ; the disc is steely 
Tony Kelly, and f andthe ath Bob. fi rout d ude Will 
Why'd You Lie, Pugh’s painfully 
silky R&B vocals earnest proclama- 


punctuated by 

doses of Jamaican patois glide 
over gently clattering dance- 
hall beats. It’s a formula they 
didn’t invent, but one these 
two crooning Yardies have 
nearly perfected. 

BAZ DREISINGER 

DOWNLOAD: “Why'd You Lie,” 
“Push ItUp” 


hl 
CARTEL (3€3 


Deflating second album from MTV's 
bubble band 


Out of all the middling, mid- 
tier emo bands in the world, 
Cartel—a superyoung Atlanta 
quintet as quietly competent 


| LOVE THIS CD! 


DANIEL RADCLIFFE ge 


THE HOLD STEADY 
ALMOST KILLED ME 
FRENCH KISS 


“It's like punk-rock poetry. The 
lyrics are odd and rambling, and 
the music 
is loud and 
powerful. | 
get worked 
up screaming 
along to it.” 


i 


tions about life, 
love and, uh, living (“We can 
survive if we learn to live our 
lives,” he observes helpfully). 
Only the playful, summery 
single “Lose It” chases away 
thoughts of changing the 
channel. 
ANDY GREENWALD 
DOWNLOAD: “Lose It” 


THE CLUTTERS 


Half-male/half-female garage rockers 
from Nashville love “a bit of a buzz” 


The first noteworthy thing 
about the Clutters is their 
name: Only a band with an 
unhinged sense of humor 
would name itself for the 
Kansas family whose murder 
was retold in Truman Capote’s 
In Cold Blood. The second 
thing is the way they exhume 
every garage-revival cliché— 
Farfisa organ, hand claps, 
taunting snarl—and still make 
music that sounds insanely 
alive. From start to finish, their 
second album has a fearless 
energy; they're too busy having 
fun to realize the garage 
revival is long dead. When 
guitarist Doug Lehmann and 
organ player Ali Tonn throw 
themselves into the singsongy 
chorus of “Radio,” abetted by 
one of many slobbering metal- 
guitar hooks, the Clutters seem 


u 


Editors, ready 
for their 
rumble with 
Fact Checkers. 


to honestly believe they have 
a chance of getting airplay on 
the radio—and bless ‘em for it. 
DAVID BROWNE 

DOWNLOAD: “9999 (Ways to Hate 
Us),” “Radio” 


EDITORS 


AN END HAS ASTART €9¢3 


Hey, U.K. gloom merchants: Drop the 
Edge's guitar riffs and step away from 
the blowhard metaphors! 


Tom Smith sings like an 
actor—specifically, a hammy 
actor working off a hackneyed 
script. His stentorian baritone, 
irritating in its overenunciated 
approximations of gravitas, is 
better suited to some commu- 
nity-theater group than a rock 
band. The lyrics trace an A to Z 
of rock grandiosity: “Standing 
at the edge of your town with 
the skyline in your eyes/Reach- 
ing up to God, the sun says its 
goodbyes,” he intones on “The 
Racing Rats,’ offering a typi- 
cal hodgepodge of imperious 
second-person POV, Spring- 
steenian geography and a 
skyline shout-out that Brandon 
Flowers beat him to by a year. 
All the while, drums skitter 
and crash against spiring riffs; 
it’s occasionally rousing, more 
often like early U2 minus the 
melodies. The best way to enjoy 
the album? Picture Patrick 
Stewart declaiming the words 
with a skull in his palm. >> 
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PORN AGAIN 


Awesome Canadian indie-rock fun—now with 20 percent more emotions! 


THE NEW PORNOGRAPHERS 


The New Pornographers make sing-alongs 
for people who don’t like to sing along. 
This beloved, three-headed group applies 
indie-rock’s liberating idiosyncrasies to tra- 
ditional power-pop joy: Songwriters A.C. 
“Carl” Newman (a lispy ’70s-AM-radio nut) 
and Dan Bejar (a wry Bowie-esque weirdo), 
along with brassy siren Neko Case, pinball 
between images and ideas while skirting 
emotional disclosure, just as their action- 
packed songs bounce around allusions to 
Cheap Trick, ELO and Squeeze. It’s usually 
such awild ride that stopping to ask ifa song 
actually means anything seems stodgy. 

Their last album, 2005’s Twin Cinema, 
and Newman's 2004 solo CD, The Slow 
Wonder, both had moments of introspec- 
tive elegance, and here that melancholy 
takes over, spiriting the music into new 
places. Where melodies once surged with 
hand-clapping giddiness, theyre now 
august and restrained, balladic, not bub- 
bly—fitting songs strung between hope, 
resignation and regret. 

On “Myriad Harbour,’ Bejar and Case get 
lost in New York only to be accosted by fans 
in arecord store, as if music itself can cause 
trouble. On Newman’s lush “Challengers,” 


Today's fore ft; 
Partly cloudy with 
some scattered 


schlubbiness. 


a banjo cushions Case as she segues from a 
dying relationship to one waiting to be born. 
A line on the stately “Failsafe” sums up the 
alienated mood: “signing my checks with a 
name that’s not mine.” 

Not every song worries so much. “All 
the Old Showstoppers,” a sly meditation on 
fame, peaks with a drums/strings thunder- 
bolt, while “Mutiny, I Promise You” is sun- 
dappled pop with a seafaring organ. And 
Newman and Bejar still rival ODB for evoc- 
ative metaphor mixology; but the stickiest 
feelings are elicited by the slow, meaningful 
songs—like Bejar’s orchestral benediction 
“The Spirit of Giving” or Newman’s lush 
request-line waltz “Go Places,” the first NP 
song your mom might tear up to ifyou select 
it as your bridal dance. As Keats (or maybe 
it was ELO) once said: Beauty is truth and 
vice versa. 

JON DOLAN 


DOWNLOAD: “Myriad Harbour,” “Challengers,” 
“Go Places” 


CARL NEWMAN’S 
CURRENT LISTENING 


GAGAGAGAGA merce 


Suddenly, what was grim and 
blustery becomes first-rate 
comedy. 

JONAH WEINER 


DOWNLOAD: “Smokers Outside 
the Hospital Doors” 


JOSE GONZALEZ 


José Gonzalez 
is a 29-year-old 
who was raised 
in Sweden 
by Argentine 
parents and 
who sounds like a ’60s Brit- 
ish folkie. But his identity 
problem is more aesthetic 
than genetic. His second 
full-length, like his debut, 
is a coffeehouse classical- 
guitar-and-voice affair long 
on tonal beauty but short 
on melody and emotion. 
This pretty blankness is 
well suited to soundtracks, 
and his most high-profile 
moments—including that cool 
Sony commercial with thou- 
sands of bouncing balls—have 
accompanied visuals that 
left a greater impression. His 
best songs are covers (Kylie 
Minogue's “Hand on Your 
Heart,” the Knife’s “Heart- 
beats”), and the standout here 
is another reworking: Massive 
Attack’s “Teardrop.” The nine 
originals, meanwhile, drift by 


NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: MARINA CHAVEZ; IMPERIAL TEEN: MARINA CHAVEZ 


nidr'Senior, pissed 
* they weren't invited 
~to Imperial Teen's 


{ sleepover, 
we P 


it’s like they're arguing that guitar and dub-y melodica 


BUSH: PETER THOMPSON/WIREIMAGE; JUNIOR SENIOR: JEREMY GOLDBERG. 


a baby seat in the tour van share a pew with country- 
doesn’t have to church hand 
slow down the claps, while 
ride. And quite ASTONISHING Beam’s poetic 
often, they FACT! songs conjure a 
prove it too. Roddy Bottum oy gothic, halluci- 
JON DOLAN srarted an organic natory ae 
DOWNLOAD: farm in the packyard cana where 
ore) “Baby and the f his L.A. home- He has crackheads 
7 Imperial Teen: Band,” “Room or pine chickens- build arks and 
sab ae beach With a View” strip-club meals 
SALINE DOUTUEBS make you sick 


like puffs of aromatherapy. 
His Web site says that their 
dark verses explore “the 
primitive aspects of human 
beings.” But a little more 
caveman might help. 


IRON & WINE 


(duh!). The whiff of apoca- 
lypse is unmistakable. Yet 
the scent of wildflowers and 
lovers’ musk wins out. 

WILL HERMES 

DOWNLOAD: “White Tooth 
Man,” “Carousel,” “Resurrec- 
tion Fern” 
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Embarking on solid second 
careers, having children 
—these inevitabilities can 
turn guitar-smashers into 
Dockers-rockers. But Impe- 
rial Teen’s evocations of 
adulthood are casual and 
conversational, making you 
care about everyday chal- 
lenges like scheduling band 
practice around drummer 
Lynn Truell’s new parent- 
ing duties or bassist Jone 
Stebbins’s hairdressing gig. 
Frontman and ex-Faith No 
More keyboardist Roddy 
Bottum’s indie-rock spins 
on dreamy Beach Boys pop 
and zippy new wave are a 
touch softer than during 
his former band’s mid-90s 


freak-folkie could produce 
what resembled an outtake 
from Fleetwood Mac's Tusk. 
But Beam is a master of 
melody and harmony as 
well as mood, and here, with 
hijacked Calexicans beefing 
up his sound, he perfects 
his game, updating trippy 
70s California country-rock 
from a late-00s Bible Belt 
perspective. Woozy steel 


OVE THISC 


GRAND NATIONAL 
KICKING THE 
NATIONAL HABIT 
SUNDAY BEST 


“The minute it comes on, my 
arms start to move and my 
head starts to 
bob. It’s great 


Junior Senior have a brilliant 
grasp on the essential ingre- 
dients for dumb party music: 
massive hooks, nonsense 
chants, all hand claps all the 
time. On their second album 
(released in Europe two years 
ago and now enhanced with 
a limited-edition EP of newer 
material), they play down 
the odd-couple high jinks 
(Junior is straight, Senior is 
gay) that provided plenty of 
back-and-forth amusement 
on 2003's D-D-Don’'t Stop 
the Beat. But the songs have 
as much personality as ever, 
reviving bygone styles, from 
falsetto lite-funk to electro 
proto-rap, with goofball 
energy and a music geek’s 
careful ear. The roster of 
guest vocalists spans gir] 
group (60s Motown trio the 


minute on alternative radio. for setting the Velvelettes) to grrrl group 
So when the Teens youthfully ambience at (shouty art rockers Le Tigre), 
chime in behind his sheepish » parties.” and the beginner’s-English 


disclosures (“do our best to 
pretend we'll be 20 for life”), 


lyrics only add to the charm. 
“Do you like music?” they >> 
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wonder midway through the 
album, on a song titled, with 
utmost sincerity, “I Like Music.” 
DENNIS LIM 


DOWNLOAD: “I Like Music,” “We R 
the Handclaps” 


KORN 
UNTITLED Cee 


VIRGIN 


The Holden Caulfield of nii-metal 
balances his worldwide rage with words 
of love (kind of) 


Jonathan Day ntair 
multitudes within him, or so he 
claims. “For every person I’ve 
tried to be, there's another 10 
inside,” he pants with unchar- 
acteristic lust in “Bitch We Got 
a Problem,’ an indecorously 
titled love-hate letter to a fellow 
“schizophr That's an odd 
claim coming from a guy who's 
sold 25 million albums by 
plumbing one childhood’s worth 
of repressed hurt. On Korn’s 
seventh di second with 
chorus-engorging assists fi 


coos and falsetto. But while 
his band’s skeletal, rattlir 
rhythms, swollen with synthe- 


sizer and studio ornamentation, 
feel more multidimensional 
than ever, he’s most compelling 
when he retreats into the third 
person to describe an unnamed, 
uninspired singer with a “dumb- 
ass song” (“Ever Be”). Davis was 
alienated from the boy he was; 
now, maybe, he’s alienated from 
the man he has become. 
NICK CATUCCI 
DOWNLOAD: “Bitch We Got a Prob- 
“Love and Luxury” 


THE CD WE DIDN'T 
EVEN UNWRAP 


Previously incompr 
hensible experimen- 
talists loosen up for 
slightly less-difficult 
fourth album 


Unique amon 

recent swarm of 
postpunk-inspired 

groups, Liars make 

music in that era’s 
adventurous spirit, rather than 
simply replicating the sound of 
vintage futurism from 25 years 
ago. Unfortunately, that made 
their last two albums eas 
admire but hard to bear. Now 
the Brooklyn-exiled-to-Berlin 
band has dropped its (avant) 
guard a bit, on a record that 
risks admiring rock history. 
The big, bashy drums and war 
whoops of “Plaster Casts of 
Everything” recall Led Zeppe- 
lin, while the hard-angled 

riffs and growling bass of 
“Houseclouds” fuse techno and 
goth with ominously hypnotic 
results. “Pure Unevil” even 
doubles the retro effect, hark- 
ing back to the Jesus and Mary 


P20 Cf00 
P2500 


Chain’s 1985 ploy of submerg- 
ing perfect ‘60s melody ina 
crypt of dank reverb. Combined 
with still-pres 
ent experimental 
touches—crunch- 
ily pre d beats 
and glass-splinter 
textures—it’s a 
shockingly enter- 
taining record 
riddled with 
moody hooks. 
SIMON REYNOLDS 
DOWNLOAD: “Houseclouds,” 
“What Would They Know,” “Pure 
Unevil” 


MINK 
MINK S330 


SPITFIRE/FONTANA 


Rock Star: INXS loser turns out better ; 
than Rock Star: INXS winner 


Pouty Neal Carlson, the third 
contestant eliminated from 
Rock Star: L seems to 
have found his inner idol. On 
his band’s debut, the Queens, 
New York, native sings with 
equal parts sass and snot—like 
the jaded, substance-fueled 
frontman his drainpipe jeans 
suggest him to be. These 


f= 


songs, which he plays with 
four Australian mates found 
by his manager, would galva- 
nize the lamest pop-show 
contestant: It’s as if someone 
synthesized new wave, hair 
metal and Strokes-y punk in 
a lab, injecting eure ‘le 
choruses along the w 
all the music’s sugary charm, 
Carlson's posturing leaves a 
funny aftertaste. The corny 
rock signifiers he falls back 
on— Hollywood madames, 
spoiled women, the grittiness 
of city life, “Pills’°—don’t evoke 
hard times or even cheap fun. 
They just suggest he’s spent 
too much time reading other 
dudes’ lyric sheets. 

NICK CATUCCI 
DOWNLOAD: 
to Me” 


OAKLEY HALL 
I'LL FOLLOW YOU C9493, 


MERGE 


Crazy World,” “Talk 


Star-crossed country rockers wrestle 
Mother Nature to a draw 


th swirling dustbow 
guitar gale and copious allu- 
sions to heart-shaped thun- 
derclouds, whipping winds 
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, But for 


Mink: Rrrrip! 


and “chaos, panic and guilt,” 
this Brooklyn six-piece sees 
doom roiling the sky from 
every direction. And kinda 
dig it. They share a certain 
barber-avoiding flakiness with 
psychedelic folksters— Patrick 
Sullivan and Rachel Cox sing 
like a pioneer couple who lost 
their compass, and the Old 
West mysticism of the lap 
steel, violin and banjo can 

be similarly drifty—but their 
hard-bitten Calvinist worry and 


rR er 


Lor ~ neeiarene a 


storm-a-brewin’ guitar tangle 
feel earthier than most back- 
to-the-land hipster escapism, 
especially when threshed out 
by roundhouse drummer Greg 
Anderson. “What starts like a 
supernova ends up like a dr 
zling rain,” Sullivan sings at 
one point. With all the weird 
weather they report, it’s almost 
an image of hope. 

JON DOLAN 
DOWNL 
of Luck” 


D0: “No Dreams” “Best 


his way home 


Dude is the Mozart of Minne 
sota, the link in the genius 
chain between Dylan and 
Timbaland. If America v 1 
self-respecting nation, there'd 
be a street named after him 
in every Alas, if they're 
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HEADBANG ‘TIL Y 


CHANNELS 


OUR BRAINS FALL OUT. | 


ND WHAT TURNS YOU ON. 


xmradio.com 


WEAR THE 
BRACELET? 


She wears it to raise desperately 
needed funds for HIV/AIDS care 
services, education and vaccine 
development. Over half a million 
people have chosen to wear 
The Bracelet. What about you? 
For more information or to order, 


visit us at WWW.UNTIL.ORG or call 


1-800-88-UNTIL. 


Ud CiL 


THERE'S ACURE 


This sure beats 
a mint on 
the pillow! 


Sexy heroines find thrills (and danger) under the Hollywood neon 


RILO KILEY 
UNDER THE BLACKLIGHT (3 9€3¢1/, 


It’s an intraband breakup album, a public 
reading of private diaries in the tradition 
of Fleetwood Mac’s Rumours. It’s also a 
perils-of-L.A. postcard, like the Eagles’ 
Hotel California or Guns N’ Roses’ Appetite 


Jor Destruction. In addition, it’s a cocky bid 
for mass popularity from aband that passed 
quickly through four different indie labels. 
That’s a whole lot of heritage and ambition 
to pack into 37 minutes. 
Miraculously, the different aspects of 
Under the Blacklight only complement one 


2, every coo and 
arpeggio blows through your ear buds like 


another. Creamy and pr 


her “moneymaker” to a ’70s funk beat; a 
tank-top temptress frolicking, braless, in a 
club; a precocious teen with a “developing 
body” who is “down for almost anything.” 
What she finds, of course, is danger. To 
Lewis, women are born into trouble—and 
escape by flirting, feigning submission or 
going home with men they don’t know. The 


songs are full of sex (as well as the lure of 


money, like any great L.A. album). But the 

ouly real delight comes from hurting some- 

ursting “Breakin’ Up” (cowritten 

by Lewi is and Sennett) makes revenge feel 
likea gre eat new dance. 

y and well-made, the 

CD swaps indie quirks for familiarity: The 

exy “Smoke Detector” builds off a generic 


ve British Invasion guitar, and “The Money- 
ohne the ruffle of crisp bills; Mike Elizondo, the | maker” snatches a melody from the Cars’ 
West Coast rap producer who bolsters the “Moving in Stereo.” This isn’t an art-house 
band’s guitar pop with big, confident beats, ’s asuspenseful popeom fic x: Lewis 
is like a location scout, moving the tawdry 
( action froma Bel AirmansiontoaLos Feliz —_ year-old, but you can tell itwon ‘tend well. 
b bungalow. The warm smell of colitas rises 908 TANNENBAUM 

up through the digital air. DOWNLOAD: “Breakin’ Up,” “Silver Lining,” 

(2. _ And, crucially, the perspectiveisfemale: | “Smoke Detector” 


Jenny Lewis has wrenched control of the 
group from guitarist and ex-boyfriend 
Blake Sennett. “I never felt so wicked/As 
when I willed our love to die,” she sings in 
a celebration of singleness that verges on a 
taunt. With a soft, poised voice that favors 
bittersweet notes, she explores female pow- 
er in different guises—a girl who’s shaking 


RILO KILEY’S 
CURRENT LISTENING 


ELVIS PRESLEY 
ELVIS: AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN aca 


MYTHS OF THE NEAR FUTURE niwse/oce 


RILO KILEY: RANDALL SLAVIN. 


MCKENNA: MICHAEL WILSON; LEE: ALBERT L. ORTEGA/WIREIMAGE. 


based on this record, we'll 
find ourselves striding Vague 
Call to Goodness Street 
(title track), Hey Remember 
Parade Avenue (“All the 
Midnights in the World”) 

or stepping lightly down I 
Came B4 Text Messaging 
Boulevard (“The One U 
Wanna C”). We may enjoy 
the passage from This 
Would Once Have Been a B- 
Side Road (“Chelsea Rodg- 
ers”) to Riff Lifted From U2 
with a Conceit from Toby 
Keith Crescent (“Guitar”). 
Still, we'll wind up lost in the 
alleys of Organized Religion 
Is Boring (“Lion of Judah,” 
“Resolution”), praying dude 
finds his way again. 

JANE DARK 

DOWNLOAD: “Guitar” 


LINDA THOMPSON 


VERSATILE HEART €9€39¢9'/, 
aires PR 
A loving family portrait from folk- 
rock's breakup songbird 


Twenty-five years after 
Shoot Out the Lights, the 
true-life breakup album 
she made with soon-to-be- 
former husband Richard, 
Linda Thompson is still 
unable to resist men who 
disappoint her. “I never fell 
in love the way that I love 
you/But father, brother, 
sons/Too much for any 
man to do,” she rues in the 
melting, burgundy alto that 
remains one of the most 
stirring female voices in any 
genre. It’s tempting to read 
a coded message to Richard 
there, but on this gem—her 
first album in five years— 
Thompson has broader 
aims. Surrounded by a cozy 
musical family—including 
her children, Kamila and 
Teddy (who cowrote several 
songs), Martha Wainwright 
and the ubiquitous New 
York falsetto crooner Antony 
(who duets on “Beauty,” a 
bittersweet gift from Rufus 
Wainwright)—she dotes on 


ILOVE THIS CD! 


STAN LEE ators 
VARIOUS ARTISTS ff. —_ 
MY FAIR LADY: 1956 ‘ad 
ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST 

SONY CLASSICAL 


“I'm a real square when it comes 
to music. | 
like old-fash- 
ioned show 
tunes—songs 
I can hum.” 


THE CD WE’RE 


TOTALLY GAY FOR 


LORI MCKENNA 


Stoughton, Massachusetts, is 1,000 miles north and a spiri- 
tual universe away from Nashville, but the major-label debut 
from this 38-year-old Stoughton-based singer-songwriter 
(and mother of five) arrives coated in the stardust of Music 
City royalty: It was produced by Tim McGraw and features 
backing vocals by his missus, Faith Hill, who has recorded 
three of McKenna’s songs. Yet, as the title declares, McKenna 
is an anti-diva, delivering deglamorized, detailed confessions 
about the joys and defeats of lower-middle-class family life: 
“Crowded dinners at the kitchen table/How beautiful/One 
TV set/No cable.” The tracks are catchy, meaty and modern, 
full of surging guitars that tilt from country toward rock. But 
the sound is the only thing that verges on slick: Unlike many 
country starlets, McKenna isn't romanticizing remembered 
struggles but describing present-day ones. Her emotions are 
life-size, her kids are making a racket, her shoes are rhine- 


stone-free. 
JODY ROSEN 


DOWNLOAD: “I Know You,” “Unglamorous,” “Drinkin’ Problem” 


cheerful folk-rock, Celtic 
echoes and even slithery 
rockabilly as if the songs 
themselves were her beloved 
offspring, much dearer than 
any ex. 

BEN SISARIO 


DOWNLOAD: “Yersatile Heart,” 
“Beauty,” “Katy Cruel” 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


LABRADOR 100, A COMPLETE 
HISTORY OF POPULAR MUSIC 
OOS! 


Many, many infuriatingly saccha- 
rine Swedish indie bands. Many, 
many great songs 


Sweden’s preeminent twee- 
pop label Labrador started 
up in the late 90s, when 
countryman Max Martin 
was sculpting his first Back- 
street-Britney tween-pop 
smashes. And the dozens 

of tiny bands on this four- 
disc, five-hour retrospective 
pursue a similar vision of 


lush, confectionery escap- 
ism—only for audiences 

of dozens, not billions. 
They like depressed British 
romantics (Morrissey, Belle 
and Sebastian, and New 
Order, especially), bubbly 
Euro-disco and drifty, 
shoegazer guitar drone. The 
boys moan like they need a 
Benadryl and the girls coo 
like homeless snowbirds, 
and if the avalanche of 
dolorous cutesiness can be 
trying, the ratio of shock- 
ingly-catchy-tune to band- 
you 've-never-heard-of is 
astoundingly good. When 
an outfit called Suburban 
Kids with Biblical Names 
doesn’t suck ostrich eggs 
through a garden hose, 
strange magic is indeed 
afoot. 

JON DOLAN 

DOWNLOAD: Sambassadeur, 
“Between the Lines”; Acid 
House Kings, “Say Yes if You 
Love Me”; Radio Dept., “The 
Worst Taste in Music” >> 
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BUZZ-WORTHY MIX 
FOR MANLY MEN 


You've got the 

attention of the 

ladies, the sweet 

ride and now an 

exclusive 

music mix of 

the manliest 

tunes....ever! A mix so 
masculine, by the time you 
finish listening you'll have a 
5 o'clock shadow. 


THE WHITE STRIPES 
Seven Nation Army 


ARCADE FIRE 
Keep the Car Running 


THE RACONTEURS 
Steady, as She Goes 


LIL' JON 
Snap Yo Fingers 


TED NUGENT 
Rag Doll 


THE NATIONAL 
Start a War 


PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 
Lump 


THE HIVES 
Die All Right 


THE AVETT BROTHERS 
The Weight of Lies 


Download this mix at 
eMusic.com/wahl 


PRESENTED BY 


VHS OR BETA 


ASTRALWERKS 
Everything new wave is old again 


When your stock in trade is 
retro recycling, maybe it’s not 

a good idea to name your band 
after useless, obsolete tech- 
nologies. During the fleeting 
electroclash heyday of the early 
’00s, this Louisville outfit’s ’80s- 
inflected dance-rock might have 
seemed fashionable, but their 
third album smells less of reviv- 
alist chic than tribute-band 
nostalgia. New-wave knockoffs 
have rarely sounded so old. The 
beats are stiff and feeble, the 
tunes same-y and forgettable, 
and frontman Craig Pfunder’s 
stylized faux-Brit yowling only 
reminds you that the Cure 

and Duran Duran had much 
catchier songs. The single and 
nominal rabble-rouser “Burn It 
All Down’ preaches fiery anar- 
chy, but the meek, anonymous 
music is the equivalent—speak- 
ing of ancient techniques—of 
rubbing two sticks together. 
DENNIS LIM 


DOWNLOAD: “Bring on the Comets” 


. Pogi Young 

prepares 10 
catch and eat 
aaa giant fly. 


Ryan Adams 


Bon Jovi Paul Van Dyk 
Lost Highway In Between Fasy Tiger 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 14* AVAILABLE AUGUST 14* 


re | 


| M AS rp Py 
Kofln Master P Drop Dead Gorgeous 
Untitled Featuring Master P Worse Than a Fairy Tale 


PEGI YOUNG 


the Bridge School for kids with severe 
impairments, makes her solo debut at 
age 54 

You might deduc 

Young’s first album that she and 
her husband, Neil, have been 
beefing. One song wonders: 
“Were I to leave you/Would you 
miss me?” Another pleads: “I 
pray of you/Please don’t let me 


ILOVE THIS CD! 


DREW BARRYMORE 


JENNY LEWIS WITH THE 
WATSON TWINS 

RABBIT FUR COAT 

TEAM LOVE 


“I'm obsessed. It’s so rich and 
wonderful, it 
inspired me 
to try 
writing a 
song of 
my own.” 


Chemical Brathers 
We Are The Night 


“AVAILABLE AUGUST-21¢ 


Minus the Bear 
Planet of Ice 


* Dates subject to change. 


YOUNG; AUTUMN DE WILDE; BARRYMORE: JAMIE MCCARTHY/WIREIMAGE 


down.” The middle-aged will 
recognize these as long-haul 
emotions, fitting for a singer- 
songwriter who's been married 
to the same guy for nearly 30 
years and largely defined by 
him privately and profession- 
ally. (She's sung backup for 
him, with her simple, pleas- 

ant coo, since 1994.) Neil’s in 
this band—at bes ying 
harmonica on “Fake”—and so is 
some of his posse, including the 
steel guitarist Ben Keith; they 
make a softer version of his own 
slouchy folk rock. It’s poignant 
enough, low-key enough, and 
there's insight in its uncertain- 
ties about love. But Pegi Young's 
own songs lack force and detail, 
and the album grows drowsy. 
BEN RATLIFF 


DOWNLOAD: “Fake” 


ZEITKRATZER 


Notorious “worst album ever" returns 
as highbrow chamber music 

Which is wackier? 1) Lou 
Reed, in 1975, follows up his 


| © 2007 Best Buy. All Rights Ri 


feedback. He leans retuned 
guitars against amps, cranks 
them up till they go wild and, 
on four-track tape, layers the 
results into 64 minutes of 


jittery, hyperactive, strangely 


festive drone and bleep. Or 2) 
The 10-piece German chamber 
group zeitkratzer diligently 
transcribes Reed's noise as a 
51-minute suite for acoustic 
instruments and plays it live. 
On this 2002 concert record- 
ing, zeitkratzer humanizes 
Reed’s machines, mak 

sections eerier—like suspended 
fanfares—and others more 
frenetic. The included DVD 


shows them sawing away madly 


in real time, until Reed himself 
provides a screeching solo- 
guitar finale. What was once 
heard as a fuck-you gets 
recertified as serious Ar 
hilarious. But the mus 

remains immersing, t 

and tingly. 

JON PARELES 

DOWNLOAD: “Track 3” 
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INCUBUS 
Download Festival Aug 25 
The Gorge, Washington State 


MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK 
On tour this fall 
| Go to www.ticketrush.com 
..and on tour this summer for details 
Go to www.ticketrush.com 


for details 


FREE MEMBERSHIP 


GET TICKETS BEFORE THEY GO ON SALE 


SP « Mobile- 


Why join Nokia icket Rush? 


Get presale 
Nokia 
Nokia 
Nokia Tic! 


VISIT WWW. TICKETRUSH. COM 


red rock Iwo perfect experiences. Two perfect resorts. Preen ull Neanch. 


RESORT \SINO 
CASINO - RESORT - SPA P 
as Vegos )ne state of mind. 


Os 


vi 
— 


cklasvegas.corr greenvalleyranchresort.corr 


TT] ] |] Ba es 


StuffVIPTravel.com The Feel Like a Viillion’ at Red Rock and 
has you covered. Green Valley Ranch Offer! 

Stuff magazine’s online Two-night room packages starting at $169 per 
concierge service brings night imchide: 


you the most exclusive » A deluxe room 


opportunities peanle PACKAGE « Two complimentary passes to either 
OF. P YP 


onlyidecamebon vere VALUE. Whiskey or Cherry nightclubs 
stuffviptravel.com, 


you can bypass the os, = One bucket of Million for your room 
lines, book flights and 4 ph 

get on the lists of the Get there. Stay there. Party there. 

most infamous clubs in the Any club. Any night. 


dois Sad canteeneee ee Stuffvipt l 

deals and contests every week. Pe rave «COREL 
Promotion is available 7.01.07-8.31.07 for a two-person minimum, one room (double occupancy) a two-night package. Based upon availability. 
Some blackout dates may apply. Offer does not include tax. Does not include resort fee. Bookings are subject to a 48-hour cancellation policy. 
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PINK FLOYD 


IT’S TAKEN PINK FLOYD 40 years to do 
anything as crowd-pleasing as replenish 
their first album with the other songs 
they released that same astonishing year. 
But that’s part of what makes them 
the British Invasion’s snootiest, most 
truculent band. 

“ven at the start, with elfin Roger 
“Syd” Barrett in charge and saturnine 
Roger Waters still largely preoccupied 
with bass guitar, they kept their distance 
—already disdainful of the pop carousel 
that had, from the release of the catchy 
and peculiar “Arnold Layne” in March 
1967, propelled them into the limelight. 

Following the practice of the day, 
The Piper at the Gates of Dawn shunned 
the singles that preceded it and instead 
presented a sprawling freak-out, with 
Barrett and Waters pummeling the 
drone riffs of “Interstellar Overdrive” and 
“Lucifer Sam.” Meanwhile, Barrett's lyrics 
melded Lewis Carroll nursery surrealism 
with sci-fi imagery, offsetting outrageous 
whimsy (there's one song about a gnome 
named Grimble Grumble) with 
dark, sinister vibes attributable to 
the onset of LSD psychosis. The 
Byronic guitarist had dabbled in 
hallucinogens since 1965 (a film 
of his alleged “first trip,” made by 
a school friend, is easily found 
online). But by the end of ’67, with 
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Pink Floyd, 1967 
(clockwise from left): 
Roger Waters, Syd 
Barrett, Nick Mason 
and Rick Wright. 


WHICH ONE’S PINK? 


Gnomes and drugs stormed the mind of a’60s martyr ( #, tony power ) 


THE SCORE 


CLASSIC 


Pink Floyd poised for success, Barrett was 
disintegrating, and by spring he'd been 
replaced by pal David Gilmour, casting 
the band into a songwriting crisis they 
didn't fully resolve until five years later, 
when Waters helmed the staggeringly 
successful Dark Side of the Moon. 

Coming a year after complications 
from diabetes killed Barrett, Piper now 
includes everything great he recorded 
with Floyd and is designed in tribute to 
him by their art guru Storm Thorgerson. 
Despite subsequent triumphs, the surviv- 
ing Floyds are still troubled by guilt over 
Barrett's sacking and faintly irked that for 
musicians from Blur to R.E.M., he will 
always be the cool one. 

Barrett's flairfor the unpredictable still 
has the power to knock you off balance, 
and his wry, bashful voice echoes across 
the decades, a little boy lost in every way. 
At the end, aged 60, he led a disturbed, 
reclusive but essentially functional life 
in which rock & roll played no part. He 
was the self-propelled victim of a more 
reckless era, but, as this comprehensive 
three-CD doorstop serves to underline, 
he burned bright and passing strange. 


MEDIOCRE 


ARTHUR ALEXANDER 


LONELY JUST LIKE ME: THE FINAL 
CHAPTER ©9029 €9 4 


HACKTONE 


Wait—wasn't that city transport worker 
actually ... a cool soul crooner? 


scure R&B singers often 
have tragic bios, but Arthur 


ring hits in the ’6¢ 
's later covered by the 
Beatles and the Rolling Stones), 
he worked as a Cleveland bus 
driver. Alexander made an out- 
of-nowhere return in 1993 with 


Lonely Just Like M hen died 
of a heart attack while promot- 
ing it. As this expanded reissue 
what Alexander lacked 
vocal presence he made 
up for with a poignant tender- 
ness: In “Go Home Girl,” he 
encourages a woman he lusts 
after to return to her man. The 
radio and hotel-room perfor- 
mances that fill out the dise 
don’t add much, but they prove 
that nice R&B guys can occa- 
sionally finish f 
DAVID BROWNE 
DOWNLOAD: “Every Day! Have 
to Cry,” “If It’s Really Got to Be 
This Way” 


LAURIE ANDERSON 
BIG SCIENCE SOOO 


NONESUCH 


DOWNLOAD: “Arnold Layne,” “See Emily Play,” 
“Interstellar Overdrive” 


Trained as a sculptor, she once compose 
a symphony for automobile horns 


Laurie Ande 
son’s 1982 
debut album 
is a thoroughly 
'80s artifact: 
DIY, minimal, 
tro, definitely arty, 
from a moment when classically 
trained composers teased-up 
spiky punk hairdos and made 
field trips to dance clubs. Over 
pulsing keyboard riffs, some- 
times joined by horns or her 
own violin, Anderson spoke 
and sang terse philosophical 
snippets, touching on power, 
commerce, family, romance. 
ange thing is how well 
ve held up. The blank 
, she mentions— 
malls, drive-through banks, 
airports—are still familiar, as 


sort of 


PINK FLOYD: ANDREW WHITTUCK/REDFERNS/RETNA. 


FOO FIGHTERS: NEAL PRESTON/CORBIS; ANDERSON: BRIAN RASIC/REX USA 


is the customer-service calm 
of her voice. Her lyrics could 
be blog entries; her music has 
the home-studio sparseness of 
hip-hop. Sometimes she runs 
her voice through a filter, like 
T-Pain does. And when, in her 
quasi-hit “O Superman,” she 
intones, “Here come the planes 
... they're American planes,” she 
sounds chillingly prophetic. 

JON PARELES 

DOWNLOAD: “Let X=X,” “Sweat- 
ers,” “O Superman” 


THE DYNAMICS 


Classic soul that migrate 
was soon forgotten 


What can you do when you live 
in a company town but you 
don’t work for the company? 
You hook up with a connected 
manager (Aretha Franklin's 
first husband) and get the 
heck out of there. In 1969, 

the Dynamics were an every- 
body-sings soul quartet living 
in Detroit but not signed to 
Motown Records; so they went 
to Memphis to record their 
debut. It was a brilliant maneu- 
ver: Cutting their vocal sophis- 
tication with Dixie grit was just 
the thing to make them stand 
out. Producers Chips Moman 
and Tommy Cogbill created 

an insistent funk undertow 
that grounded the silky harmo- 
nies—the Four Tops covered in 
barbecue sauce wouldn’t have 
been any funkier than this. 
“Ice Cream Song” charted, but 
the Dynamics took four years 
to make a follow-up; by then, 
soul music had peaked, and this 
record was headed for collec- 
tors’ bins. 

Ru SMITH 

DOWNLOAD: “Ain’t No Sun (Since 
You've Been Gone),” “Murderin 
the First Degree” 


THECTLOUR AND THE SHIPE OOO 


Ex-Nirvana drummer loses a wife, and 
his shit, on second album 


In interviews, Dave Grohl has a 
playful sense of humor, but on 
his band’s best-selling album, 
he embraced his inner wuss. 
This 1997 LP, now remastered 
with six extra tracks, is a romp 
through grunge’s soft-loud 
dynamics, but Grohl’s impend- 
ing divorce leaves him shaken 
like a little boy: “I’ve never been 
so scared,” he whimpers early 
on. Elsewhere, the hyperactive 
riffing of “Monkey Wrench” 
and the lush, weeping ballad 
“Walking After You” mimic the 
manic-depressive extremes 

of Grohl's heartache, as the 


_ 

La 
Foo Fighters: 
Too scared to. 
try the Ferris 
wheel. 


barbed guitar-and-drum hooks 
try to forcibly rip his ex from 
his memory. This 10th-anniver- 
sary edition features tongue- 
in-cheek covers of cheesy ’70s 
hits by Gerry Rafferty and Gary 
Numan; they're the only sign of 
sarcasm in a collection where 
Grohl makes as much noise as 
possible to keep himself from 
feeling alone. 

TIM GRIERSON 

DOWNLOAD: “Walking After You,” 
“Everlong” 


PREFAB SPROUT 


Moony love songs from the '80s finest 
Tin Pan Alley artiste 


Like many smart English guys 
in the early 80s (see Costello, 
Elvis), Paddy McAloon had 

a deconstructive, new-wave 
take on classic songcraft. 

And by Prefab Sprout’s 1985 
high point (padded here with 
acoustic demos), this devout 
fan of “Georgie” Gershwin, 
elevator synths and perfumed 
melodies yoked his scheming, 
girl-sick croon to the smoothest 
tunes ever proffered by a guy 
with punky hair. Produced by 
Thomas Dolby, this easy-listen- 


ing R&B is so butter it might 
slide off your pancakes if not 
for the lovable jerk at its center. 
Paddy is a martini-stirring lite- 
pop playa with a guilty streak. “I 
deserve to be kicked ... so badly,” 
he intones on the jazz wallow 
“Horsin’ Around.” But he 
deserves to be cuddled pretty 
badly too. 

JON DOLAN 

DOWNLOAD: “Faron Young,” 
“When Loves Breaks Down,” 
“Appetite” 


VARIOUS ARTISTS. 
LOVE IS THE SONG WE SING: SAN FRAN- 
CISCO NUGGETS 1965-1970 OO% 


Moral; Hippies make lousy drummers 


The good news is, this four-dise 
anthology of Bay Area rock 
from the years bookending the 
Summer of Love involves some 
impressive crate-digging— 
beyond a half-dozen radio 
standards like the Youngbloods’ 
“Get Together, it’s unlikely that 
anyone but fanatics will have 
heard most of these songs. The 
bad news is, there's a reason 

for that. The cornerstones of 
“the San Francisco sound” were 
self-righteousness, stumble- 
bum rhythm sections, dreamy 


BLENDER APPROVED 


The best reissues from the past months 


TRAVELING WILBURYS 
COLLECTION 


Mixing Dylan’s 
son’s ache, this supergroup turned 
a lark into rock with wit and soul. 


LEARNING TO CRAWL 


After two of her bandmates 
OD'd, Chrissie Hynde celebrated 
sarcasm and mourned loss with 
this rowdy 1984 comeback. 


Laurie 
Anderson: 
“Taxi!” 


harmonies and awkward 
borrowings from Bob Dylan, 
the British Invasion and 
Chicago blues. In the rest of the 
world, garage bands approxi- 
mated acid-trip disorientation 
as a way to make songs even 
crazier; in S.F., the trip was 
the entire point, and too many 
of these tracks meander until 
they get the munchies and fall 
asleep on the futon. 

DOUGLAS WOLK 

DOWNLOAD: Public Nuisance, 
“America” 


VARIOUS ARTISTS _ 


SOUND OF THE CITY: NEW YORK AREA 
DOO-WOP (1956-1966) €>€>e>¥ 


TIME LIFE 
More Cusamanos and Falcones than a 
season of The Sopranos 


Before electric guitars, the 
cheapest, most accessible 
instrument in rock was the 
mouth, and Italian kids were 
blessed with loud ones: In doo- 
wop’s golden era, their tenors, 
bassos and falsettos seemed 

to shout from every tenement 
stoop from Brooklyn to Jersey. 
This three-CD set doesn’t stint 
on stars—Dion & the Belmonts’ 
“I Wonder Why” practically has 
tail fins and a carhop leaning 
in the window—but it’s padded 
with novelties like Norman Fox 
& the Rob Roys’ “Pizza Pie,” 
which unwisely compares a girl 
to finely flung dough. It also 
tells an (intentionally) limited 
story: New York was home 

to black doo-wop stars, too, 
but you won't find them here. 
Pioneering DJs like Alan Freed 
fought to integrate rock & roll, 


just to have box sets like this 


split it up again 50 years later. 
KAREN SCHOEMER 

DOWNLOAD: Ernie Maresca, 
“Shout! Shout! (Knock Yourself 
Out)”; Dion & the Belmonts, “A 
Teenager in Love” 
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THE CLASH 


Exploding from the dead-end London of 1977, 
they radicalized punk’s politics and sound, and 
became The Only Band That Mattered 


( By pouctas wok ) 


IN 1976, SINGER-GUITARISTS Joe 
Strummer (born John Mellor) and Mick 
Jones were both small-time London band- 
leaders intrigued by the first rumblings of a 
new, loud, rough kind of rock. Together with 
Paul Simonon, the fashion-plate artist they 
taught to play bass, they formed a group that 
Simonon—inspired by the era’s sensational newspaper head- 
lines—named the Clash. A year later, they were ruling British 
punk alongside the Sex Pistols. Over the next five years, the Clash 
evolved far beyond their initial roar, thanks in part to their ongo- 
ing fascination with reggae and, later, American disco and hip- 
hop. By 1982's Combat Rock, they were one of the biggest bands in 
the world, insanely prolific and gifted at virtually every pop form 


they experimented with. Then it all fell apart. Jones, kicked out of 


the band for dubious reasons, started the dance-rock project Big 
Audio Dynamite; Strummer made one more album witha gutted 
Clash, then launched aspotty solo career and died ofaheart attack 
in 2002. What the Clash bequeathed to generations of punks 
after them, though, was a path out of bluster and nihilism. As 
Jones put itin 1978: “We're more optimistic. The Pistols said there 
was no future, and we say there is a future.” Their political rage, 
and their musical range, grew from their hopeful humanism. 


The Clash in 198} 
(from left): Topper 
Headon, Mick Jones 
Joe Strummer and 
Paul Simonon 
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ESSENTIAL 


THE CLASH 
(U.S. VERSION) 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1979 


This American 
version of their 
1977 debut 

was drastically 
reconfigured 
(adding five 
later singles) 
and drastically 
improved: furious, fast and more 
political than rock had dared to be 
in years. They were also reaching 
beyond furious-and-fast, espe- 
cially to the parallel rebel music of 
Jamaica; the punk/reggae connec- 
tion begins with their faithfully 
impertinent cover of Junior 
Murvin’s “Police & Thieves.” 
DOWNLOAD: “White Riot,” “I'm So 
Bored With the U.S.A.,” “Career 


Opportunities” 


LONDON CALLING 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1979 


Punk was 
becoming 

a dead end, 
so for their 
third album, 
the Clash 
unclenched 
their jaws and 
dug deep into their roots: anti- 
fascist brigades and hellish visions 
of London; gentrification and 
consumerism; reggae, rockabilly 
and “Stagger Lee.” They'd once 
declared war on rock's heritage, 
but now they embraced it with 

a vigor born of the mosh pit—as 
Strummer sang, “He who fucks 
nuns will later join the church.” 
DOWNLOAD: “Rudie Can’t Fail,” 


“Train in Vain,” “London Calling” 


SANDINISTA! 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1980 


Their fourth 
album chal- 
lenges listeners 
to an epic wres- 
tling match: 

36 songs, 
originally a 
triple LP. It’s 
ridiculously showoffish, but also 

a total joy, beginning with some- 
thing like hip-hop and proceeding 
through hey-check-this-out stabs 
at gospel, dub, New Orleans R&B, 
psychedelia, skifile, even a kiddie 
choir. They could pull off anything 
then, and they knew it. 
DOWNLOAD: “The Magnificent 
Seven,” “Police on My Back,” 
“Lose This Skin” 
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GIVE ’EM ENOUGH ROPE 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1978 
OOO 


Pushed to deliver 
a quick follow-up 
to their debut, 
Strummer and 
Jones banged 

out some of their 


THE CLAST 
ss } most politically 
charged songs, 


although the echoing grandeur 

of the recording (by Blue Oyster 
Cult producer Sandy Pearlman) 
doesn’t quite fit them. Secret star of 
the album: new drummer Topper 
Headon, who provides the rat-a-tat 
hook of “Tommy Gun.” 

DOWNLOAD: “Tommy Gun,” “Last 


Gangin Town” 


COMBAT ROCK 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1962 
000 


amcum-comrnoce] At the time, 

this passed for 
their sellout 
move, thanks 

to its New York 
club-inspired 
atmosphere and 
; two massive 
MTV hits: “Rock the Casbah,” with 
a rollicking piano-disco groove 
devised and played by Headon 
shortly before drug problems got 
him ousted, and Jones's three-chord 
monster “Should I Stay or Should I 
Go.” But the rest of the album has 
audaciously bizarre arrangements 
and some of Strummer’s smartest 
lyrics. Guest star on one track: New 
York poet Allen Ginsberg. 
DOWNLOAD: “Rock the Casbah,” 
“Should I Stay or Should | Go” 


THE SINGLES 


EPIC/LEGACY, 2007 


a 


apm 4 A smashing 


\ee introduction to 
f the many moods 
of the Clash: 
livid punk kids 
\ a (“White Riot”) 


aur ot and indignant 
tools of capital- 


ism (“Complete Control”), killer 
cover band (“I Fought the Law”) 

and eloquent songsmiths (“London 
Calling”), reggae acolytes (“Bankrob- 
ber”) and reggae apostates (“(White 
Man) in Hammersmith Palais”), 
funk-rock innovators (“This Is Radio 
Clash”) and utter weirdos (“Hitsville 
UK”). Sequenced for maximum fun, 
it barely falters in its 70 minutes. 
DOWNLOAD: “I Fought the Law,” 
“Bankrobber,” “This Is Radio Clash” 


PENNIE SMITH, 


CHECK IT OUT 


NO. 10, UPPING ST. 


COLUMBIA, 1986 

OOS 
Three years after 
their partnership 
collapsed, Jones 


and Strummer 
mended fences, 
coproducing and 
cowriting the 
second album by 
Jones's ambitious new dance band. 
It’s too nervous and thin-sound- 
ing to count as a lost Clash album 
(though it comes closer than most of 
Strummer’s, Jones's and Simonon’s 
many spinoffs); still, it responds 

to the R&B of its time the way the 
Clash had responded to reggae and 
club music. 

DOWNLOAD: “YV. Thirteen,” “C’mon 
Every Beatbox” 


SUPER BLACK 
MARKET CLASH 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1994 


OOO 


} The hyperproduc- 
tive Clash cranked 
out more material 
than they could fit 
on their albums. 
This catchall, 
expanded from a 
1980 EP, collects 
21 B-sides, remixes, covers and 
general spillover; its superior second 
half is mostly their improbably 
excellent disco and dub experiments. 
DOWNLOAD: “Justice Tonight/Kick It 
Over,” “The Prisoner” 


JOE STRUMMER & 
THE MESCALEROS 
GLOBAL A GO-GO 


EPITAPH, 2001 


OOO 


Strummer’s 
rekindled interest 
in international 
pop was the focus 
of a half-hour 
radio show he'd 
been hosting for 
the BBC. With 
the help of fiddler Tymon Dogg, an 
associate from the early ’70s, Strum- 
mer reconstructed his then-backup 
band, the Mescaleros, as a pan- 
cultural groove act, half acoustic 
and half electronic. Even when the 
songs miss, the ensemble is usually 
inventing Balkan techno-bluegrass, 
or something. 

DOWNLOAD: “Johnny Appleseed,” 
“Bhindi Bhagee” 


BE CAREFUL FOR FANS ONLY 


BIG AUDIO DYNAMITE 
THIS IS BIG 
AUDIO DYNAMITE 


COLUMBIA, 1985 


Jones's post- 
Clash outfit 
employed sound 
effects and old 
movie samples 
but lacked star 
presence—Jones 
mumbles his 
couplets, and the halfhearted drum- 
machine grooves get same-y. 
DOWNLOAD: “The Bottom Line” 


CLASH ON BROADWAY 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1991 
OOo 


After Black 
Market, there 
weren't many 
rarities left for 

t this career- 
spanning three- 
disc box set. It’s 
mostly terrific 
song-for-song, but every album it 
samples flows better than this one. 


DOWNLOAD: “Capital Radio One,” 


“Ghetto Defendant” 


FROM HERE TO 
ETERNITY: LIVE 


SONY, 1999 

OOO 
It doesn’t live up 
to their rep as 
“The Only Band 
That Matters,” and 


it cherry-picks 
shows from 1978 
to 1982 instead 
of focusing on a 
single era. Still, this retrospective is 
gratifyingly belligerent and messy. 


DOWNLOAD: “(White Man) in 


Hammersmith Palais,” “Complete 
Control” 


JOE STRUMMER & 
THE MESCALEROS 
STREETCORE 


HELLCAT, 2003 


Oo 


When Strummer 
died in 2002, 
having nearly 
completed the 
third Mescale- 
ros album, he'd 
become comfort- 
able with his 
“ex-Clash” identity. The cranked-up 
guitar tracks evoke his old fire, even 
if they don’t quite recapture it. 
DOWNLOAD: “Coma Girl” 


THE GUIDE }:):\4 Go yy Valet) 3 


CUT THE CRAP 


EPIC/LEGACY, 1985 


After Combat 
Rock, the Clash 
disintegrated— 
replacing Headon 
with original 
drummer Terry 
Chimes for a tour, 
then squeezing 
out Jones, who'd written virtually all 
their music. Their disastrous final 
album was cowritten by Strummer 
with manager Bernard Rhodes; it 
blusters like a drunk with a glass jaw. 
“We shouldn't have done it,” Strum- 
mer later admitted. 

DOWNLOAD: “This Is England” 


BIG AUDIO DYNAMITE 
TIGHTEN UP, VOL. 88 


COLUMBIA, 1986 


With the sound 
effects toned 
down and Strum- 
mer gone again, 
B.A.D’s third 
album had to 
stand on the 
merits of Jones's 
songwriting, and he'd pretty much 
stopped taking it seriously—it’s all 
lazy rhymes and chintzy riffs. The 
band soldiered on, through multiple 
lineups, and finally petered out 
around 1998. 

DOWNLOAD: “Other 99” 


JOE STRUMMER & 
THE MESCALEROS 
ROCK ART AND 

THE X-RAY STYLE 


EPITAPH, 1999 


Strummer had 

made a few solo 

| records in the 
’80s but largely 

| disappeared from 

public view until 
this unsuccessful 

~ attempt to catch 

up with modern rock. The band 

sounds like its dragging him along, 

and his performances are winded 

and almost hookless. 

DOWNLOAD: “Yalla Yalla” 


FURTHER 
LISTENING 


THE CLASH 
(U.K. VERSION) 

EPIC, 197 

6660 

The original version 
of their debut is one 
Molotov cocktail after 
another—rough, terse, 
vehement and the 
template for a lot of 
punk-rock bands who 
weren't nearly as 
open-minded. 
DOWNLOAD: “Police 

& Thieves,” “London's 
Burning” 


JOE STRUMMER: 

THE FUTURE IS 
UNWRITTEN 

EPIC, 2007 

ooo 

The soundtrack to 
Julien Temple's 
documentary is half 
Clash and solo rarities, 
half Strummer’s favor- 
ite recordings by other 
artists, from folkie 
Woody Guthrie to 
reggae toaster U-Roy. 
DOWNLOAD: “Keys to 
Your Heart,” “Trash 
City” 


FURTHER 
VIEWING 


RUDE BOY 
EPIC/LEGACY, 1980 

oo 

A muted, vérité-style 
drama about a young 
Clash fan in London's 
riot-torn Brixton of 
1978, enlivened by 
some excellent concert 
footage. Best feature 
of the DVD: the “Just 
Play the Clash” button. 
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The Police: “Roxanne, 
you don't have to turn 
on the AC.” 


The two most The two most high-profile Live Earth conc profile Live Earth concerts try to cure dlobell 
warming with lectures, ‘shirtless stars and Sting 


“PLEASE RISE FOR our National 
Anthem!” golden-tan Jon Bon Jovi com- 
mands Giants Stadium before playing his 
“Wanted Dead or Alive.” The place goes 
tsunami, swallowing the homegrown rock- 
er in a wave of native pride. Live Earth— 
aloud S.O.S. for our jalapefio popper of a 
planet—reaches an emotional crescendo 
with Bon Jovi, 22 hours, 100 acts and sev- 
eral million elevated consciousnesses after 
Jack Johnson began the seven-continent 
concert down in Sydney, Australia. 

It makes sense. Decades before “com- 
pact fluorescent lightbulbs” entered our 
lexicon, the swamps of Jersey became a 
national punch line for environmental 
neglect. Today, nothing more toxic than a 
mushroom cloud of eco-awareness ema- 
nates from the Garden State. Bye, asbes- 
tos-choked Hackensack River. Hello, 
Prius-packed turnpike. 

And thank you, Al Gore, the biodie- 
sel-fueled force behind the “largest glob- 
al-entertainment event in history,’ geared 
toinspire support for a Seven Point Pledge 
to end climate change. Gore is a heroical- 
ly geeky MC, bounding onstage to louder 
cheers than Cameron Diaz (who, unlike 
Gore, does elicit a hearty “I wanna fuck 
you!”). [In the ’80s, Senator Gore backed 
legislation banning the sale of dirty records 
tominors. ] Sothere’sa hallucinatory effect 
when he buoyantly introduces “a great 
American band, the Foo Fighters!” cueing 


up their London performance, one of sev- 
eral beamed from around the world onto 
Jumbotrons. (The coolest: Nunatak, indie- 
rocking scientists based in Antarctica.) 

But if Gore is the engine of change, he’s 
also the elephant (sorry, the donkey) in the 
room. Aonceand maybe future Democrat- 
ic presidential candidate, he’d seem oppor- 
tunistic, even bitter, if the day’s rhetoric 
turned partisan or attacked George Bush. 
Environmental lawyer Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr’s harangue at the “corporate toadies” in 
governmentis the only mention of political 
pollution. Thewoman holding asAvE NOLA 
sign must have gone home bummed. 

Minus politics, the call to action falls on 
us. “Eat more soil or something,’ jokes KT 
Tunstall. The official Live Earth anthem, 
Madonna’s “Hey You,” demands, “Save 
yourself ... don’t rely on anyone else.” I 
keynotes a theme: salvation through indi- 
vidual sacrifice. 

Some of the music is demanding, too, 
rejecting the oft-spoken idea that signifi- 


LIVE EARTH parxinc tot 


31, ACCOUNTANT 26, MARKETING MANAGER 
TORONTO 


NEW YORK 
“I'd rather have dinner with 
Al Gore than Kanye West. I'd 
talk to him about polities.” 


“In Canada, we live a pretty 
green life. 've recycled since 
I was 10. And I compost.” 


Kanye West: “Here's 
another thing I 
really love about 
Kanye West ..o" 


cant change is simple. During Smashing 
Pumpkins’ bludgeoning set, Billy Corgan 
endlessly bellows “Revolution Blues!” and 
wrenchesa guitar solo based on the Nation- 
al Anthem. (Jon Bon Jovi, you've been 
fact-checked.) Melissa Etheridge squeez- 
es a semester of hippie homilies into 20 
minutes. The Dave Matthews Band hit 
its stride with a turgid boogie, Matthews 
growling, “Don't drink the water!/There’s 
blood in the water!” 

Sometimes the least political artists 
seem to have the most fun. Keith Urban 
plays bubbly country-pop and hooks up 
with Alicia Keys for the Rolling Stones’ 

“Gimme Shelter” former ly about drugs, 
now about ice caps. Ludacris offers an “all 
the Luda you'll ever need” live mix tape, 
and Akon, hilariously ill-informed (“Sup- 
port this global warming, baby!”), brings 
dancehall-stoked hip-hop fire. 

The show's best moments find a sweet 
spot between worrying and rocking out, 
perfect for a crowd that screams like 


23, STUDENT 
LONG BEACH, NEW YORK 


“Lhope these concerts can raise 
awareness. I'm sober right 
now, if that’s any indication.” 


THIS PAGE: RAHAV SEGEV (5) 


SMASHING PUMPKINS: RAHAV SEGEY; KIEDIS, MADONNA AND MEIGHAN; YU! MOK/PA WIRE/PA PHOTOS. 


- Gy 
{ Ae? / Zp 
Billy Corgan-béwails 
receding ice shelves, 
hairlines. 


groupies after a bereaved entreaty from 
primatologist Jane Goodall. Fall Out Boy 
and AF look silly airing their emo issues 
while Earth dies, but self-pity is part of 
Live Earth’s pathos. Kelly Clarkson, hey, 
yalladorable between songs, makesamad 
face that could scare Dick Cheney during a 
raging “Since U Been Gone.” 

Hitting the stage around dusk, Kanye 
West is the day’s obvious superstar. He 
doesn’t throw any rhetorical bombs 
(“George Bush doesn’t care about bumble- 
bees”?), but he’s still sublime. Backed by 
female musicians in Ziggy Stardust make- 
up, he sprints across the stage, a whir of 
righteousarrogance. No oneelseisas Bono- 
messianic. By the way, where is Bono? 

Sting is not an acceptable substitute. 
Sure, the Police frontman has freed a Tibet- 
an monk or two, but his band’s headlining 
set starts off stiff. They open with “Driven 
to Tears,’ well-themed but meandering, 
then putter through “Roxanne” and “Can't 
Stand Losing You.” When John Mayer 
brings out his emasculated Eric Clapton 
mojo, all hope seems lost. Sorry, Earth, we 
were pulling for ya. 

And then, on schedule (i.e., at the end), 
benefit-concert magic: Mayer starts pogo- 
ing, the band tightens up, and 30,000 peo- 
ple sing “Message in a Bottle,” the great- 
est recycling anthem ever. When Kanye 
storms back to freestyle, he hollers what no 
one’s had the stones to even mumble: “We 
need some new leaders!” A day at times 
heavy with vagueness and tedium final- 
ly feels urgent. “We can save the world!” 
Kanye repeats, firing us up to go make a 
better, frostier tomorrow. Jon DOLAN 


Anthony Kiedis~ 
releases some 
greenhouse gases 
of his own. 


Oo 


OVER IN LONDON, under some of the 
first rain-free skies of a sodden British 
summer, an underpowered lineup strug- 
gles to mine drama from the unglamorous 
business of turning off houselights and 
bicycling to work. 

Tom Meighan, the Liam Gallagher- 
esque frontman of Kasabian, whose 
churning, blue-collar drug-rock provides 
the firstjolt of energy, cries bizarrely, “Let's 
try and save the polar bears!” Duran Duran 
attempts to retrospectively insert a green 
message into “Planet Earth’—ahh, if only 
Simon Le Bon’s self-importance could 
be harvested for fuel. James Blunt covers 
Cat Stevens's “Wild World,” possibly just 
because it has the word world in the title. 
U.K. folkies David Gray and Damien Rice 
opt for Doris Day’s fatalistic hymn “Que 
Sera, Sera,” but the irony of singing “what- 
ever will be, will be” on a day devoted to 
activism doesn’t translate. 

Behind the bands, video screens shuf- 
fle endlessly through images of oil-coated 
seagulls and collapsing ice shelves, while 
movie stars deliver increasingly unhelp- 
ful statistics. Asked to ponder what vol- 
ume of carbon dioxide would fill Wembley 
4.50 times over, most people in the bleach- 
ers turn their attention to burgers and beer, 
and await the Red Hot Chili Peppers. 

Understandably, the most successful 
bands are those with the power and pres- 
ence to reach all the way to row ZZZ. Metal- 
lica dispenses hits with authority, despite 
James Hetfield’s growing resemblance toa 


Apparently, this is 
what Madonna does 
when not adopting 
African orphans. 


19th-century secretary of agriculture. Foo 
Fighters are so warmly embraced that they 
toy with mounting a coup. “What do you 
think?” roars Dave Grohl. “Should we just 
play all night? Let’s play all night!” 

But other commitments (ones that 
involve private jets, fleets of tour buses 
and carbon emissions galore) hobble the 
day’s momentum. Art-rockers Bloc Party 
are tasked with following the Chili Pep- 
pers’ show-stealing afternoon set, while 
the Pussycat Dolls (evidently dressed for 
global warming) have the late slot, which 
should have gone to the Black Eyed Peas, 
whose “Where Is the Love” comes closest to 
simulating a meaningful anthem. The Spi- 
nal Tap reunion—with an all-star squad- 
ron of bassists beefing up “Big Bottom’”— 
would work better ifmore spectators knew 
who the hell they were. 

Madonna—whose drizzly Live Earth 
theme “Hey You” has punctuated the day 
like a nagging hiccup—headlines in style, 
dragooning the enflamed New York band 
Gogol Bordello into a gypsy-punk reboot 
of“La Isla Bonita.” But even she can’t dispel 
the sense of inferiority to Live 8, the July 
‘05 gala for African debt relief that formed 
the model for Live Earth: Today, there’s 
no energizing spokesman (in the rabble- 
rousing stakes, a satellite-linked Al Gore is 
no Bob Geldof) or band (U2, R.E.M., Cold- 
play) who can combine superstar charis- 
ma with campaigning zeal. Not once does 
the rhetoric about changing the world 
feel like more than hot air. Never mind 
the climate: The future of the awareness- 
raising megashow looks even bleaker. 
DORIAN LYNSKEY 
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The Kingdom: Also 
known as Operation 
Carry a Bunch of 
Heavy Shit Through 


the Desert. 
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THE ART OF WAR 


Foreign Affairs meets fireballs in The Kingdom ( sy vavio Fear ) 


Watching ’s (9) open- 
ing-credits sequence, which lays out a 
timeline of our country’s complex rela- 
tionships in the Middle East, you can’t 
help but wonder whether there's going 
to be a quiz on this later. But you'll soon 
forget all that stuff: The next half hour 
is filled with the guns-a-blazin’, cars- 
explodin’ set pieces that normally scream 
neocon fantasy rather than thoughtful 
analysis. Terrorists have blown up an oil- 
company compound in Saudi Arabia, and 
a group of badass feds, led by Jamie Foxx 
and Alias hottie Jennifer Garner, go over 
there to find out whodunit and dish out 
some homegrown justice. “America’s not 
perfect,” Foxx’s character says early on, 
“but we are good at this*"—meaning, one 
assumes, kicking ass and taking names. 
It's simple: We're the good guys and 
they’re the bad guys, and it’s time to teach 
the bad guys alesson. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
Exceptthen The Kingdom’stone shifts 
again, and it turns out that’s not what 
this film is about at all. There's certainly 
more ballistic mayhem to come—a well- 
choreographed bloodbath on a Riyadh 
street takes up most of the movie's third 
act—but you won't find much in the way 
of blind jingoism here. Instead, director 
Peter Berg crafts a smart FBI procedur- 
al that mixes sophisticated ideas about 
the situation in the Middle East with 
the big-budget spectacle. It’s less like a 


summer blockbuster and more like an 
adrenalized Syriana. 

Like Berg’s transcendent 2004 high 
school football movie Friday Night 
Lights, The Kingdom fills unexpected 
layers of mood with a drony soundtrack 
and makes room for an ensemble cast 
to add character quirks, like the neck- 


THE EXCITED-O-METER 
We haven't seen ‘em yet ... and we're 
not even sure we want to 


VERY EXCITED 


A History of Violence director DAVID 
CRONENBSEARG reunites with that film’s VIGGO 
MORTENSEN for another violent pulp thriller. 


a 


+ 


EXCITED-ISH 


Will we sit through a chick-lit adaptation just to 
stare at SCARLETT JOHANSSON? Why, yes! 


Not even the prospect of seeing BILLY BOB 
THORNTON kick the crap outta Stifler can get us 
jazzed about this lame-looking comedy. 


Right at Your 
Door: “Loan me 
some sugar 

or die!” 


tie expertise demonstrated by Chris 
Cooper’s agent character. However, it’s 
the tone of moral ambivalence about 
our country’s notions of “payback” that 
truly sets this film apart. Anybody can 
make things go boom in the desert. A 
revenge flick that has shades of gray and 
forces you to reassess the War on Terror 
is far more impressive. 
Like The Kingdom, the indie films 
(OO!) and 
(6) both aim forsomething more 
than your average kiss-kiss-bang-bang 
fare. Unfortunately, neither of them suc- 
ceeds, despite starting off with intriguing 
premises—Right at Your Doorimaginesa 
what-if scenario in which Los Angeles is 
hit by a dirty bomb, while The Nines con- 
sists of a trio of short stories about three 
people stuck in a really rubbery reality. 
Both trip themselves up in their own 
devices before they reach their endgame. 
In Right at Your Door’s case, a fascinating 
idea about domestic disaster on the left 
coast soon becomes a showcase for over- 
emotingand some ham-fisted symbolism 
(gosh, that quarantine tent sure does look 
like an American flag!). Newbie director 
Chris Gorak knows how to build paranoid 
tension, but he hasn't yet figured out how 
to make it pay off dramatically. As for 
director John August's strung-together 
triptych, you get the feeling that a) his 
ambitions exceed his grasp, andb) his star 
Ryan Reynolds couldn't act his way out of 
a sack with a Google map. The Nines’s 
cryptic WTF connections are enough to 
hold your interest for a while. But when 
you actually start getting answers, the 
whole thing turns utterly ridiculous. 


THE KINGDOM: FRANK CONNOR/UNIVERSAL PICTURES; RIGHT AT YOUR DOOR: JIM SHELDON; EASTERN PROMISES: PETER MOUNTAIN; THE NANNY DIAIRES: K.C. BAILEY/TWC; MA. 


WOODCOCK: TRACY BENNETT/NEW LINE CINEMA, 


THE BROTHERS SOLOMON: MERRICK MORTON; DEATH PROOF: ANDREW COOPER; YEAR OF THE DOG: SUZANNE TENNER; KIEOIS: STEVE GRANITZ/WIREIMAGE. 


But what if I want mindless enter- 
tainment, you ask? Well, there’s 
(66'2), which 
feels custom-made for people who con- 
sider Dumb and Dumber the epitome of 
modern screen comedy. Arrested Devel- 
opment’s Will Arnett and Saturday Night 
Live's Will Forte play dim-witted siblings 
whowanttohonortheirterminallyilldad’s 
wish fora grandchild. The only problem is 
neither of them has had a date in decades. 
An abundance of jokes on how monu- 
mentally moronic these guys are ensues. 
There's a great gag involving a lengthy 
sky banner that almost makes up for 
the large amount of dud punch lines, but 
considering the level of talent involved— 
The Office's Jenna Fischer, SNL's Kris- 
ten Wiig and Bill Hader costar, and 
Mr. Show’s Bob Odenkirk directs—this 
should have been hilarious, instead of 
merely amusing. 
Those looking for laughs would be 
better off with 
(666/.), a low-budget comedy 
about suicide victims (no, really, it’s sweet 
and funny) that’s content to turn a high 
conceptinto modest gallows humor. After 
he kills himself, a gloomy Gus (played by 
Almost Famous’s Patrick Fugit) finds 
out the hard way that the afterlife is just 
like this world, only alot more run-down 
and shabby. So he decides to go on a road 
trip with another lost soul (Shannyn Sos- 
samon) in search of a second chance on 
Earth. Guess who falls in love? Direc- 
tor Goran Dukic’s deader-than-deadpan 
rom-com actually makes a morbid sub- 
ject seem oddly charming. Tom Waits 
plays God; we call that typecasting. 


BLENDER 
APPROVED 


Missed them in the 
theater? Catch them 
on DVD. 


DEATH PROOF 
Quentin Tarantino's 
half of Grindhouse 
celebrates fast cars 
and tough chicks. 


YEAR OF THE DOG 
Molly Shannon's 
loner is crazy about 
dogs. Literally. 


LAST GOOD 
MOVIE YOU SAW? 


ANTHONY 
KIEDIS 


RED HOT CHILI 
PEPPERS 


“l loved a French 


film called 

.Itwas a 
very Hitchcockian 
suspense thriller.” 


The Yeah Yeah 
Yeahs reconsider 
their all-guacamole 
diet. 


GREEN SCREEN 


.. in night-vision! ( sy rvAN pomeaL ) 


“s S (ORESS UPI/FICTION) 


Following up last year’s relatively tame Show Your Bones, Karen O 
& Co. return to the slash-and-burn style of their first album 
with this five-song CD/DVD combo. Featuring newly recorded 
live favorites, the 18-minute EP provides a quick, heady rush. 
Even better is the DVD, which has the band playing the EP’s 
set of screamers at an tiber-hip Brooklyn art gallery. The gig 
is nothing if not visually interesting: It’s filmed in alien-green 
night-vision, giving it an illicit air, and Karen O is decked out 
ina mask hung with tinsel and a bodysuit splattered with what 
looks like dried blood. Unsettling and brash, this brief concert 
film feels a lot like that infamous low-light scene in 1 Night in 
Paris, only much sexier. 


THE BEST OF THE REST 


: ALL MY LOVING ? SXSW LIVE 2007 
CUBISMINCONCERT =: (mvovisuaL) OOOO ; (SHOUT! FACTORY) 
(RHINO) OOD : This 1968 BBC doc ; oo 


The British dance- 
poppers are not the 


! The booze-soaked 


investigates the then- : 
: thrill of Austin’s 


: skyrocketing cultural 


most engaging live per 


formers—onstage, key- : 


boardist Chris Lowe 


might as well be a pillar } 


of salt. But they wise- 
ly call upon the aid of 
dancer doppelgang- 
ers who pop, lock and 
pirouette throughout 
this absurd live DVD, 
filmed at a 2006 Mex- 
ico City show. Doesn't 
sound flamboyant 
enough for you? Well, 
there's a disco diva ina 
puffy tracksuit, too. 


force known as “pop,” 
which the film’s nar- 
rator dubs the “most- 
powerful-selling 
medium of all time.” 
Interviews with idealis- 
tic icons like Paul Mc- 
Cartney, Jimi Hendrix 
and more are tempered 
with brutal images of 
war, crass commer- 


: cialism and uptight 
? squares denouncing 
the pop revolution as 
: an apocalyptic omen. 


Sounds familiar. 


: annual South by 
? Southwest festival 


s difficult to convey 


: to an outsider. Case 

:? in point: this DVD, 

? which features per- 

: formances from the 

:? Bravery, Peter Bjorn & 
: John, the Polyphon- 


Spree and 14 oth- 


? ers taped at this year’s 
i SXSW. The disc's 

? ultraclean, TV-style 

? production values 

i belie the fest’s gritty, 

? unpredictable allure. 
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Man, out-of- 
network care 
sucks, 


SHOCK AND AWE 


Blast enemies (and use your brain) in this stylish shooter ( sy Lise coan ) 


BIOSHOCK 


IT MAY SOUND like an 
oxymoron, but BioShock is 
the thinking man’s shoot- 
er. The plot’s way too com- 
plicated to go into here, but 
suffice it to say it deals with 
some Big Themes: the failure of a utopian 
society, the evils of genetic manipulation 
and the scourge of rampant drug use. The 
game is set in a brilliantly realized Art Deco 
underwater city named Rapture, a 1940s 
social experiment gone awry; the action 
takes place in the 1960s, and you, a lone 
plane-crash survivor, must face offagainst a 
population driven mad by DNA tinkering. 
As for the shooting, there's an impressive 
array of retro-futuristic weapons, plus drug- 
induced genetic upgrades that give players 


Billed asa Wii controller forthe PC, this gyroscopic mouse lets you 
take control of your computer with the literal flick ofa wrist. On 
the desk, it’s a regular optical mouse; pick it up, and the onscreen 
cursor moves along with your hand. Logitech's slick, space-age- 
looking device ($150) is a perfect complement to a home-theater 
Media Center PC—allowing for music and video control with a 
series of simple hand gestures—and is well-suited for adventure 
and flying games. Plus, holding the cordless mouse like a remote 
control, as opposed to rolling it around on a pad, will help you 


avoid the dreaded “mouse wrist.” 


amazing attack powers—like the ability to 
sic a swarm of insects on enemies. But the 
mutant citizens of Rapture won't go down 
easy, so you'll also have to use the environ- 
ment and devise deadly traps to survive. 
Smart players will set trip-wire explosives 
and tamper with first-aid stations so that 
bad guys seeking medical treatment wind up 
poisoned instead. The myriad options you 
have for picking offenemies make up for the 
plot’s fairly linear path and the sometimes- 
repetitive nature of the puzzles. 

Butthe real star of the game is the Holly- 
wood-quality art direction. The ruins of this 
once-bustling big-band-era city, with its 
period advertisements and Buck Rogers- 
style science labs, are a sight to behold. And 
it’s cast brilliantly too: The creepy corpse- 
robbing girls called Little Sisters and their 
hulking, metal-clad protectors, the Big 
Daddies, will make your family seem posi- 
tively normal by comparison. 


GIZMO OF THE MONTH 


LOGITECH MX AIR CORDLESS MOUSE 


Wave your mouse in the air like you just don't care 
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Rather than expecting pigskin 
fans to dole out $60 for little 
more than updated rosters, this 
year’s Madden (the 14th itera- 
tion) wows with the inclusion 

of in-game stars who tackle or 
pick off passes just like their 
real-life counterparts. Add an 
extra layer of realism in the form 
of improved animations for one- 
handed catches, gang-tackles 
and spectacular in-air collisions 
and you've got the first next- 
generation Madden that lives up 
to the hardware. 


ALL-PRO FOOTBALL 2K8 


The Madden franchise may have 
exclusive rights to the names and 
likenesses of today’s NFL players, 
but it doesn’t own the gridiron 
greats of yore. That’s where 2K 
Sports’s new football series comes 
in—the game involves a fantasy 
football league stocked with over 
200 now-retired pros (including 
Johnny Unitas, Joe Montana and 
O.J. Simpson) in their primes. 

If you find Madden a little too 
complex, you'll appreciate the 
onscreen icons that help you 
figure out which buttons to press. 


ENEMY TERRITORY: 
QUAKE WARS 


ACTIVISION: PC, PS3,XB0X360 


It’s that classic conflict again— 
humans vs. aliens—in this 
massive multiplayer online war 
game based on the renowned 
Quake series. Up to 32 players can 


MOUSE: LOGITECH, 


BRAVERY: KENNETH CAPPELLO. 
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take to the battlefield, working 
together to push back the alien 
front lines and eviscerate the 
enemy. The game has some cool 
new touches—weapons requests 
are dropped onto the battlefield 
by computer-controlled supply 
planes, and players can sneak 
into enemy encampments in 
disguise—but they're more likely 
to be appreciated by hardcore 
fanboys than casual gamers. 


STUNTMAN: IGNITION 


Asa Hollywood stunt driver, 
weave through traffic, pull off 
amazing jumps and smash cars 
into buildings for six different 
fake films, with USA Network- 
worthy titles like Overdrive and 
Whoopin’ and a Hollerin’ II. The 
job is unforgiving, and the stunts 
can get repetitive, but the reward 
is seeing your actual game foot- 
age spliced into the amusing faux 
movie trailer that plays at the end 
of every level. 
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MEDAL OF HONOR: 
AIRBORNE 


Just when we hoped we'd sunk 

a bullet into our last Nazi, along 
comes this surprisingly fun 
World War II game, in which you 
parachute behind enemy lines in 
Europe. In a nice change from 
the usual point-A-to-point-B, 
first-person shooter script, you 
get to choose which path to take 
through the open-ended levels. 


CARNIVAL GAMES 


Step right up and use the Wii- 
mote to play carnival faves like 
Skee-ball, the dunk tank and 
the sledgehammer test-of- 
strength game. While difficult 
at first, once you get the hang 
of the games, winning that 
virtual stuffed animal feels like 
a hollow victory. 


BLENDER APPROVED 


The best games from the past months 


Ca as SRA 


Paging Dr. Freud! This puzzler 
takes place in the main charac- 
ter’s disturbed subconscious. 


Fast cars and driving physics so 
realistic your insurance rates 
might just go up. 


Sam Endicott, 
whooping it up on 
shore leave. 


THE BRAVERY 


This month, Sam Endicott, frontman for modern 
rockers the Bravery, lets his dweeb flag fly 


We play a lot of Halo. We're going on tour with Incubus, and 
we're gonna take them on. It’s gonna be brutal, because 
Incubus are unbelievable at Halo. I’m hoping it goes down 
like Rocky, where they're Apollo Creed and we're Rocky: 
We can’t beat them, but we can win over the crowd and go 
out respectably. 


BurgerTime, this crazy old-school arcade game where you're 
a chef and you're trying to make burgers and there’s evil food 
items, like a pickle and a hot dog, trying to kill you. 


As a little kid at the arcade, the bigger kids would always kick 
my ass at the games or muscle me out. Maybe that’s why I’m 
obsessed with old-school arcade games now. 


You're our tour manager, and it’s yourjob to get all five members 
of the Bravery to the gig. [Drummer] Anthony [Burulcich ] 
is in an alcoholic coma, and [bassist] Mike [Hindert] is in 
Tijuana ... we're all in various states of consciousness. Also, as 
the tour manager, you get extra points for picking up groupies 
by convincing them that you're in the band. 


Lara Croft. She’s got those sexy shorts. 


We need a new version of Guitar Hero. We've mastered it, 
although an 8-year-old can still kick our asses. Mark Yarm 
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Z “UNIQUE DATINGSSERVICEINTHE USA! 7 


You want to get in touch with single girls, housewives or 
maybe a nice student? We have got them all for you!! 


Nothing but the best dates! Women from your area are 
waiting for your, message. Chatting and dating was never 
SO easy, you can even wey anonymous if you like. 


Simply Txt BLD) and your to (GELB and get in 


s in your neighbourhood immediately. 
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INTRODUCING THE BOWFLEX REVOLUTION® HOME GYM 


j : ; ; Exceptional Standard Features Transform Your Body 
Cutting Edge Design Delivers Incredible Results in Just 20 Minutes a Day, 3 Times a Week: 


You've never experienced a home strength machine like this! * Up to 220 Ibs. of resistance (upgrades available!) 


How is the Bowflex Revolution® Home Gym different? * Space-efficient fold-up design 
rls Leg extension/leg curl station 
Our smooth SpiraFlex® resistance feels just * Built-in rowing machine 


like traditional strength equipment, but packs . @:Preacher curl attachment 
it into revolutionary lightweight plates! .. ° Leg press plate 


=e 


a ¢ 10-year limited warranty 


you can quickly change the angle of resistance, 2 100% Salistaction Guarantee’ 


And, by using the adjustable Freedom Arms” B LA, | 
increasing exercise effectiveness. y : 


Lightweight SpiraFlex® 
Plus, with over 100 exercises available, the Bowflex resistance plate 


Revolution® provides exceptional workout versatility. 
AS LOW AS 


The result? An easier AND more efficient workout that's GUARANTEED" $ 42 - 
to give you a better body in just 6 weeks. /MONTH 


Experience the Revolution! 


CALL (800) 683-8036 


TO REQUEST A FREE DVD 
OR TO PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY. 


www.bowflexrevoinfo.com 
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REVOLUTION 


© 2007 Nautilus, Inc. All right: 
Nautilus, Inc. SpiraFlex is a rej 


Singer. Rapper. Car thief. Raised in Senegal, Aliaune Akon Thiam has five wives and a kid. 
Or maybe it’s five kids and a wife. Honestly, it’s hard to know... 


By VICTORIA DE SILVERIO * Photograph by MARIUS BUGGE 


“WHO DOES AKO \ THINK HE IS? 


For your self-portrait, you drew 
the sun. Does that mean you're 
the center of the universe, or just 
that you’re warm? Both. It feels 
bright, happy. A lot of people 
depend on the sun. And a lot of 
people depend on me: my family, 
friends, even the music industry. 
Tell us a song lyric that means 
something to you. “That’s me 

in the corner/That’s me in the 
spotlight/Losing my religion,” by 
R.E.M. I never understood the 
meaning until I became famous. 
When you're famous, the things 
that happen around you are pretty 
sinful: the drugs, the women. You 
could easily go astray. 

What's the best advice your 
parents ever gave you? “Stay out 
of trouble.” 


You didn’t take that advice! I 
know! But I live by it now. 


Even when you lifted a fan over 
your head and threw him offstage 
in June? That was all in fun. 
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“WHEN YOU'RE 
FAMOUS ... YOU 
COULD EASILY 
GO ASTRAY.” 
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It wasn’t fun for the guy you threw! 
Or the people he landed on. 

Yeah, I know. That was an acci- 
dent—they weren't supposed to 
be there. 

Do you remember your first 
experience with alcohol? Never 
drank. 

Why not? I’m Muslim, but really, 
I never understood the concept 
of getting high. I like to be in 
control of my own mind and my 
own destiny. 

So do you funnel all that energy 
into sex? I have to control myself 
around women. That’s my only 
addiction. I used to chase it, but 
fame has changed a lot. 


Who says no to you now? [ ain't 
gota no ina long time. 


When was your last booty call? 
When J made the call? 
That don’t happen too 
often. But sometimes I'll 
schedule a booty call on 
Saturday for Monday. 


So it’s up to the ladies to call you? 
With women it’s difficult, cause 
they try to hide it. They'll call you 
at three in the morning like, “Hey, 
how was your day?” 


How many people have you 

truly loved? Everybody I came in 
contact with. I’m serious. 

If you could make one apology, 
what would it be? I used to be in 
the “car business,” so maybe I'd 
like to apologize to some of my 
victims who had to walk home 
from work after I stole their cars. 


Do you have any kids? Four boys 
and one girl. The oldest is 11, and 
the youngest is 7 weeks. 

How many babymamas? 

Three. 


And how many wives? People say 
you have more than one. That’s me 
playing with the media again! 
Just one wife. 

Is she OK with you being 

unfaithful to her? From my angle, 
things just happen. She’s confi- 
dent enough to know that I’m not 
going anywhere. 

What's your most annoying habit? 
Sucking on my teeth. 

That's gross. It’s a habit! It’s like 
blinking. 

When was the last time you wanted 
to kill someone? When I was 
locked up. A guy was being really 
disrespectful, so I had to knock 
him out. He fell and looked 

dead, and that scared the hell 

out of me. 


How old are you? [Smiles. ] I don’t 
know how old I am. 


Nonsense. Why are you so 
cagey about giving your 
age? I don’t understand 
the importance. But I’ve 
been blessed to look young 
for a long time. My pops is 
77 years old. You wouldn't 
believe it; he looks like he’s 
in his mid-40s. 


Does your wife know how 


old you are? She has no 
idea, [sence] 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 


Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 


The all-new Impreza. Add more places to your playlist. 


Meet the Subaru Impreza, the only car in its 1 All-Wheel Drive 
t 


handling. And with features like apowerful 1 ps 
Screen GPS Navigation System with audio and video inputs, you'll find that 


Ready to move. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru. 


*Based on 2007 Automotive News lower mid-range cars, 


for improved 


ubaru Boxer engine and an available Touch S> SUBARU. 
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all roads lead to fun. 
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The all-new Impreza® at subaru.com 


